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                                      NEO-COLONIALISM 

It is an indirect control of an independent state through domination of its economy by 

western capitalism/Capitalists.  The theory was authered by Kwame Nkrumah in his 

book “Neo-Colonialism the last stage of capitalism”. This is a new form of colonialism 

where by colonial masters came back with new forms of colonizing Africans for 

example through foreign Aid. Neo-colonialism operates hand in hand with   

balkanization i.e. the splitting of a continent into many small states/countries. 

According to Nkrumah, Neo-colonialism is based on the principle of breaking up 

former large united colonial territories into small non-viable states which are 

incapable of independent development and must rely upon the former imperial power 

for defence and even internal security. These economic and financial systems are 

linked to colonial days with those of the former colonial rulers. 

Nkrumah states that balkanization is the major instrument of Neo-colonialism. He 

believes that European states Balkanized African states for an easy exploitation where 

they will continue depending on their former colonial masters and that the only way is 

to unite the whole Africa into a federation so as to defeat Neo-colonialism. 

Neo-colonialism also refers to an   invisible control of African states by outside/ 

imperial power through their imperial agents. According to Nkrumah, It is imperialism 

in its last and most dangerous stage of colonialism. That African got Independence in 

theory yet in reality its economic political and cultural systems are being directly 

controlled by foreigners. It therefore borrowed the saying that ‘Africans got 

Independence from the front door and lost it in the back door’. 

CAUSES OF NEO-COLONIALISM. 

1. The existence of colonial mentality. During the colonial regime, European powers 

had showed Africans that they were inferior. This was evidenced in several ways 

for example in churches European missionaries denied Africans their names for 

baptism. In politics Africans were kept out of government. Africans were also 

discriminated and looked at as backwards and uncivilized. Therefore the 
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inferiority complex that descended on the Africans during the colonial era has 

persisted up to now. 

-When independence was granted to Africans, colonial officials were ranked in 

key positions of government and in the military. This was clear in Uganda, Kenya 

and Tanzania. A number of British officials remained in key positions of these 

countries. These whites who remained continued to influence policies on these 

independent states. In Egypt Independence was granted in 1922 but the British 

still influenced affairs there. So Egyptian Independence remained in theory. 

2. Colonial Education.This further explains the occurrence of Neo-colonialism in 

Africa. European powers came to Africa and introduced Western education. 

Africans were given chance to stay either in their countries or abroad. This led to 

development of an elite class who weren’t only knowledgeable in European ways of 

life, Some of them even hated anything African. Education has been an engine in 

extending foreign domination in Africa. 

3.  The long period of colonialism in Africa. From 1870s -1980s. It’s this that is 

partially responsible for the occurrence of Neo-colonialism. In the 1870s & 80s 

African countries were colonized by powers from Europe. These colonized states 

began to regain their Independence in 1950s and 60s up to 1980. The long stay 

made them to deepen their influence on Africans. When Independence was 

granted, it wasn’t easy for African Nationalists to completely do away with foreign 

control forever. 

4. The constitutional arrangements entered into between Africans and colonial 

powers before Independence also accounts for the existence of Neo-colonialism. 

Before granting Independence, European powers signed agreements with African 

groups. In these political agreements, colonial powers left behind a constitution 

which was half nationalistic and half imperialistic. They left behind political 

leaders whom they could influence to meet their interests. In Uganda, UPC under 

Obote was supported by the British because it was protestant. 

5. Military  weakness;Most African states entered into military agreements with their 

colonial master’s countries like Togo and France, Kenya and Tanzania with Britain 

etc. This gave opportunity for their former colonial masters to intervene in the 

affairs of these countries in the name of these agreements. In 1964 Britain 

intervened in Tanganyika because of the pre-Independence Military agreements 
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(Pact) concluded during the colonial periods. In Uganda, most of the senior officers 

in the army are trained from Sand Hurst military academy in Britain. 

6. Tribalism also promotes Neo-colonialism. The conflict between the Bakonjo and 

other tribes in Congo in 1964 made the former colonial power Belgium to 

intervene. In Rwanda Crisis of 1959 and 1990-1994 the French have been at the 

forefront. In the current Congo conflict, colonial powers and other Western 

countries are   involved against the Kinshasa government e.g. the customers of the 

resources being exploited from Congo are basically Western multinational 

companies. 

7. Lack of Independent theology explains why there is Neo-colonialism in Africa. After 

the World War II’ two types of ideologies were being spread in Africa i.e. Socialism 

and capitalism and in 1955 another ideology Non Alignment was formed. None of 

the three ideologies was African in its Origin. Even Pan Africanism had its origin 

from U.S.A Francisco and not inside Africa. So this gave former colonial powers 

control over the economies of their former colonies. Some of the states tried to 

fight Neo-colonialism but they failed. 

8. Neo-colonialism is existing in Africa because Africans are economically weak. By 

the time Africans regained their Independence, European powers had made 

arrangements in such a way that Africans continue to be consumers of Western 

industrial products and producers of raw materials. In other words, Africans were 

and are continuing to consume what they do not manufacture. Their goods are 

always exported in raw form and at cheap prices for example coffee, Cotton to the 

colonial multinationals who later manufacture them into finished products and 

return them at expensive prices. So Africans have economically remained stagnant 

under the control of colonial powers.  

9. The aspect of individualism has also engineered Neo-colonialism in Africa. In 

Somalia where clans struggle for power, many European powers have intervened 

each with its interests and supporting a different group; USA, France, Britain, 

Italy have intervened in this area. 

 

FOREIGN AID AND NEO-COLONIALISAM 
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To what extent has foreign aid promoted Neo-colonialism in post Independent 

countries? 

Foreign Aid is any kind of assistance in form of grants, soft loans, donations etc given 

to an economically weak country by a developed country.  

 Financial aid has promoted Neo-colonialism in Africa i.e. the developed World extends 

donations, grants, loans etc to their former colonies. This aid can be Bi-Lateral i.e. 

coming from one country to another or Multilateral i.e. from international Institutions 

like the World Bank, International Monetary fund (IMF) e.t.c. Thus the aid 

unfortunately comes with strings attached which bind the African states to always 

look at the donor states for continuous assistance. Therefore although such financial 

assistance promotes development among the African economies the recipient states 

are never free from the control of the  donor states. 

Related to the above the donor states dictate that the potential recipients to quality for 

the assistance must adopt SAPs (structure Adjustment programmes) dictated by the 

donor community. Such programmes involve devaluation of the recipient’s currency, 

Privatization of the economy, retrenchment in the civil service etc. However upon 

receiving such donation then Africa is always tied to rely on the policies of the 

developed World and this increases Africa’s   indebtness. 

Employing expatriates. Donor states compel/force African states to reduce their 

labour force through the policy of retrenchment. This perhaps can deprive African 

states of its labour force. Instead the West instructs the African states to recruit 

foreign technocrats who must enforce the supervision of the donor development 

projects. Such projects include Agriculture, army training and road construction e.t.c. 

unfortunately, the donors force African governments to pay the expatriates in foreign 

currencies in the name of transport allowances, accommodation and medical 

allowances. 

The presence of multi-national companies. These are big multinational companies 

which come under the umbrella of enlarging Africa’s capital base. They include 

Century Bottling Company, Pepsi Cola International, Shell, Total, Caltex e.t.c. Such 

companies determine the programmes and policies to be followed. They set their own 

prices for their goods and employ foreign man power to execute their 
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programmes.However the profits made are repatriated to their home governments 

leading to capital outflow which financially constrains the African capital base and 

makes African states to constrain/ always look at the donor states for more 

assistance. 

The presence of Non-Governmental Organisations (N.G.Os). Such bodies come under 

the guise of offering relief aid or assistance to the different African states e.g. World 

Vision, Red Cross, Save the Children International, Plan International e.t.c. Under the 

strong desire to elevate well being of the Africans such Organizations are strongly 

supported by the development World. Therefore these NGOs in trying to enforce the 

imperialistic interests of the development World, they make a number of African states 

to always look at the presence of such bodies as the only remedy. This leads to 

continuous suffering of Africans. 

Extension of military assistance. As away of ensuring peace among African states, the 

developed World has adopted a militaristic approach of sending  support to a number 

of politically unstable African regimes. However with such assistance /aid rendered to 

the African states, the developed World sanctions the different politically unstable 

regimes to adopt the different ideas of either the West or the East for example USA 

supported the National Liberation Front (FLN) of Algeria, Jonus Savimbi of UNITA. 

France supported Jean Bokassa of Central African Republic, Belgium and France 

supported Rwanda e.t.c. 

Monopoly over African trade. The developed World has encouraged African 

participation in International trade.This is by signing Bi- Latral and Multi lateral trade 

agreements between African governments and the development World. However the 

African are always price takers not makers for their Merchandise. Besides, African 

produce must be exchanged in International currencies. The movements of African 

goods is done through International transport firms e.g. TRANZAMI, SPEDAG which 

still charge the fright in International currencies. 

Technologically, realizing that most African states are still poor in terms of production 

techniques, they are forced to rely on the West for technical assistance or skills. Under 

such conditions African governments obey the requirements and conditions of the 

developed world e.g the way to assemble the spare parts, the way to use the assembled 
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parts. What African states own in terms of manufactured products is the label “ made 

in Uganda” yet all components used in the manufacturing of such products were given 

to them by the developed World. 

The provision of military personnel. To consolidate their connections with African 

states, the developed World has also encouraged the training of military 

officers/cadres in Africa. These trained officers take up a number of leadership 

positions in Africa e.g. USA and France established their bases in Kenya and Senegal 

as a way of encouraging the training of a new breed of African military leaders e.g. 

Paul Kagame of Rwanda was trained by the USA, Israel trained Amin’s army while the 

Koreans trained Obote’s forces. Besides, a number of military officers from the 

developed World are incorporated in the continental armies like the African Union (AU) 

peace keeping force. 

African membership in foreign blocs. The economic backwardness of the Africans 

could only be enforced when the African countries were forced to join the groupings of 

their former colonial masters. Thus all British colonies were compelled to join the 

common Wealth of nations while the French Colonies joined the France-phone 

organizations. Through such bodies all the economic policies and programmes 

adopted by the African governments bear the indirect control of the colonial Masters. 

Establishment of large commercial firms and farms owned by the white settlers. 

Realizing that the different former colonies are naturally endowed/ rich but 

economically constructed the colonial minority white settlers were forced to look at the 

abundant pieces of land as potential bases for their economic investments. Such 

states include Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Kenya, South Africa e.t.c. Which 

experienced an influx of white settlers? The investments on the African land are 

foreign directed and all the benefits are repatriated to the colonial governments leaving 

the former colonies with a narrow capital base which instead makes the African 

governments yarn for more assistance. 

Sabotage of Integration among African states. To widen the market base for their 

manufactured goods, the developed World has discouraged co-operation among 

African states in order to create market for their final products. The collapse of the 

East African Community was due to foreign sabotage. P.T.A ECOWAS, COMASA e.t.c. 
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were always discouraged by the developed World and this has denied the African 

States some degree of economic Independence. Thus the development World fights 

against such groupings in preference for the European Union (EU) whose products on 

the continent are valued in foreign currencies yet Africans are given little pay for their 

raw materials. 

Encouraging the use of foreign currencies in trade and other international 

arrangement. Being monopolies in trade the produce from the African states is valued 

in foreign currencies, implying that a fall in foreign currency value leads to fall in the 

value of the African products.African products are either valued in the dollar, Pound, 

sterling, Japanese Yen, Francis etc. hence the little ga/ins Africans get from the trade 

force them to look at either the World Bank, IMF etc for financial assistance which has 

strings attached. 

Funding the education system in Africa. As a way of wiping the high levels of illiteracy 

among the African states, the developed World extends education assistance. However, 

this assistance is conditional since different recipient states are forced to adopt the 

Western syllabus. The medium of instruction in such schools reflects the home 

language of the donor states e.t.c. unfortunately the educated Class of Africans end up 

wearing a Western skin through things like the dress code e.t.c. It creates a class of 

job seekers than job creators. 

OTHER MANIFESTATIONS/INDICATORS OF NEO-COLONIALISM: 

1. The National official languages. These in Africa are characteristics of Neo-

colonialism. The official languages are the colonial ones such as English; French as 

opposed to the local languages which are known and meaningful to the British 

common Wealth speak English just like their former masters. Likewise the France 

phone states speak French. This shows some element of cultural imperialism and 

tends to divide the people on very many aspects. 

2.  Films and Literature.The foreign agents of Neo-colonialism tend to dominate the 

International broadcasts and what is said about Africa is often what is bad. They 

normally portray the negative most e.g. projecting the Aids scourge, famine, poor 

status of refugees e.t.c. as if nothing good ever takes place in Africa. These neo-

colonial agents tend to only show the good side of the occurrences e.g. CNN, 
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Aljazeera, B.B.C, Radio Moscow, Radio France e.t.c. shows us only the progressive 

nature of the West while the dark side of Africa is exposed to the World. Immoral 

films about sex practices, dangerous plays, naked pictures, Sex Novels etc are 

frequently sent to Africa to destroy Africans morally. 

3. Through the social spheres of music, Dance and Drama (MDD), Neo-colonialism 

manifests itself. The African tastes and preference for music dance and drama are 

now being influenced in favour of the Western and the Youth no longer want to 

watch and listen to African tunes. Their taste is now tilted to Western music e.g. 

Akon, Shakira, Snoop Dog, T.pain etc. Sexy Music and shameful beauty contests of 

naked status, African made dance is now considered out fashioned, they love the 

immoral dance of squeeze, strip dance e.t.c. African Musicians dance and drama, 

theatre work of people like Mathias Walukagga Paul Kafeero  e.t.c. holds little 

meaning  to them. These are features of Neo colonialism. 

4. Spy Network.The Western powers of USA, USSR and Britain e.t.c. have instituted 

a lot of spy network to monitor and report what goes on in Africa, switch off those 

leaders who are not working in their interests. These secret organizations influence 

the politics of weak and small countries especially in Africa. Such espionage (spy) 

includes KGB of Russia USA’s Central investigation Authority, MOSSAD of Israel 

FBI, Scotland Yard e.t.c. Sometimes these secret spy organizations have been held 

responsible for assassinations in Africa for example, the death of Patrice Lumumba 

is linked to USA activities, Edwards Mondlane’s death is linked to Portuguese PIDE 

in 1969, Samore Marshel’s death was blamed on USA’s CIA. Overthrowing of 

government  e.g.  Ghana 24th February 1966 was attributed to USA’s CIA. Obote’s 

over throw on 25th January 1971 by Amin was linked to Israel’s Mossad and 

Britain. 

5.  Religious movements. Many metropolitan religions have emerged on the African 

Scene to evangilise Africa and indoctrinate Africans with their faith convictions and 

values. Most of these religions have emerged to do a lot of things first, to make 

Africans vulnerable to exploitation, fail to question and reason because religions 

issues are not debatable. This imprisons African conscience and consciousness, 

become blind to colonial evil. Some religious came here for economic motives. They 

centre where people are fairly rich, where minerals exist.   Some are here to spy for 

their countries of origin. This has worked effectively in Sudan, Zaire, Ivory Coast, 
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Liberia etc. taking the example of Kenya, over 29 religions originated from Britain, 

over 45 have their genesis from USA. In Uganda, over 200 religious sects were 

registered etc. Including harmful and dangerous ones of movements which roasted 

over 100 people in Kanungu in Western Uganda   

6. Ideological alignment. African countries are subjected to Metropolitan  

(European) ideologies of capitalism and  communism. Being a member of one 

ideology appears strange to the other. Both of these ideological blocs have their 

own interests of exploitation and if they don’t succeed, they plot against leaders 

who render their ideologies futile. Besides these ideologies have disunited Africans 

leading to frequent clashes. They have also undermined the concept of Pan-

Africanism which aims at holding Africa together. 

7. The education system.The nature of education in LDCs of Africa is tagged to Neo-

colonialism. It was designed to suit the interests of the exploiters. Syllabi were 

designed to fulfill the colonial agenda of producing irrelevant man power, education 

is highly theoretical and can’t address the needs and interests of Africans. It 

ignores major aspects of research, technical and many other practical aspects of 

education. Education is simply examination oriented without preparing an all 

round personality. It is tailored towards producing job seekers who end up in 

metropolitan cities for duty and degrading manual labour. Besides, education is 

delivered in foreign languages like French, English etc. which fully de-culturises 

the Africans. Worse still, education tames the taste of Africans, changes African 

behavior in favour of Western values. This has promoted Neo-colonialism. 

8. Balkanization of Africa. Neo- colonialism works well in small states. Therefore 

African states are divided into very small entities to allow easy manipulation. This 

explains why the western countries often support separatist movements like the 

Biafra secessionists supported by Britain. In cases where the Balkanisation move 

fails, military take overs/coups are organized i.e. the 1971 coup in Uganda,1991` 

Somali Coup,1965 coup in Congo etc 

9. Through sponsoring Despotic leaders.The Western Neo-colonialism engineers only 

desire to have governments which solely adhere to them. Therefore once they 

identify a weak leader, easy to control, they groom him/her into a puppet who will 

effectively represent their interests. Thus they finance, support dictatorial leaders 

like Mobutu Seseseko of Zaire (DRC) for 32 years, Arap Moi of Kenya since 1978 
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e.t.c. Thus the existence and rule of puppet governments in Africa is an indication 

of Neo-colonialism. 

10.  Military agreements/pacts with African leaders.These military treaties have 

resulted into the establishment of military bases for the Neo-colonial masters to 

continue influencing affairs of Africa. These military bases are established to 

represent the political and military interests of the Americans Russianis e.t.c., USA 

has got 36 military bases in Kenya, Zaire, and some other bases are in Ethiopia. 

These can be used to switch on and off leaders whom they consider hostile to their 

presence in Africa. Also through these bases, dictators are made to stick to power 

while they continue to defile human rights. 

11. Military intervention in the affairs of African politics.The so called giants and 

powerful nations interfere in the day to day affairs of small and weak states of 

Africa directly locking horns with African governments for example, In 1997 USA 

invaded Sudan and vandalised the pharmacentical industry there suspected to be 

a bomb industry. In 1998 USA attacked and destroyed residences in Libya, Tripoli, 

In 1978 USSR invaded Afghanistan using air craft’s fighters. They also interfered in 

African affairs through influencing/supporting civil wars, interstate conflicts like 

that of Ethiopia Vs Eritrea, Chad Vs Libya, Civil war in Sudan etc. 

EFFECTS OF NEO-COLONIALISM 

There has been loss of sovereignty by many African countries where decisions are 

made from abroad by former colonial masters e.g. Western countries donate aid 

with ties where projects are dictated and supervised by the colonial masters yet the 

project may not be useful to the recipient country. 

 

The continued instabilities in Africa where frequent military coups, civil wars have 

been registered. These are accompanied by assassinations of leaders for example 

Sadat of Egypt, Lumumba of Congo, Samore Machel of Mozambique, Kabila of 

DRC, Ndyadaye of Burundi etc. 

Neo-colonialism has led to Sabotage of African unity.  Unity of Africa has remained 

a political dream and regional groupings like EAC was sabotaged in favour of 

colonial powers. 
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The economic underdevelopment due to economic exploitation for example high 

interest rates. This has made Africans to remain in the doldrum ( backward) very 

ready to dance to the tune of the colonial masters. 

The increased cultural degradation, where European countries continue to make 

sure that Africans remain undeveloped. This is done through teaching prostitution, 

homosexuality in ponographic magazines, alcoholism, local languages are dropped 

in favour of foreign ones which has led to white men in black skin as written by 

Charles Njojo. 

 

It has led to brain drain where Africa’s best workers move to richer countries 

voluntarily in search for greener pastures. Those who persist to make inventions in 

Africa are sabotaged. 

 

Neo-colonialism has stimulated the dependence syndrome in Africa where Africans 

countries   have been put in a situation of continuous begging. They only think in 

terms of requesting for loans and grants instead of accumulating capital. 

It has also led to the  adoption of political ideologies inappropriate to Africa i.e. 

Capitalism and socialism. These foreign ideologies have proved to be unworkable. 

They have promoted divisions among people and also poor economic performance. 

 

Africa has turned out to be a dumping ground for outdated military weaponary like 

junk helicopters, expired drugs, secondhand clothes and other commodities which 

are not marketable in the development World. When using these sub standard 

commodities we do not get real satisfaction. We have to go back and request for 

more. This makes foreign companies make lots of money out of what is considered 

as waste. 

 

Some good western cultural values have changed the attitude of Africans who were 

formally doing barbaric and uncivilized things for example offering human beings 

as sacrifices producing too many children as a way of searching for prestige. 

Religions and other western values have helped to change African culture. 
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It has led to the modernization of African countries economic sectors like 

agriculture have been modernized with the importation of foreign technology in 

form of machinery and expatriate labour. 

 

It has promoted African trade whereby African products have found ready market 

in the foreign World. This has earned African countries foreign exchange for 

development purposes. currently the USA has helped poor countries of Africa 

through the AGOA program. Under this arrangement they are free to market their 

products in America. 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTEMPTS TO FIGHT NEO-COLONIALISM. 

The Africans have tried to seek for an independent ideology for instance the idea of 

the Non Alignment Movement (N.A.M), the NRM system  in Uganda are all attempts 

to fight Neo-colonialism. 

 

The African states have tried to create political Unions e.g. Ghana, Guinea, Mali 

Union of 1960 which Nkrumah thought that it would be the starting point of the 

creation of the USA. The E.A.C and its East African parliament and the AU and its  

assembly/Parliament  are all attempts against Neo-colonialism. 

 

African states also tried to disengage from their colonial master’s ideology by 

adopting one party system instead of the multi party system after independence. 

 

Several African countries have tried to revise their colonial constitution through 

which majority of the African states got Independence. In Uganda attempts have 

been made to revise the constitution i.e. 1966, 1967 and 1995 etc. 

 

Africanisation of the civil service. Majority of colonial expatriates that had remained 

in Africa after independence have been replaced by local staff. 



Page 13 of 14 
 

The military in Africa have also been Africanized e.g. in Uganda, Africanisation of 

the armed forces began in 1964, even in Tanganyika Nyerere started training his 

army in the same year. 

 

Nationalization of the economies by African leaders e.g. the expulsion of Asians by 

Amin from Uganda in 1972, Libya expelled Italians in 1969, Israelites, British and 

Americans soon afterwards Tanzania also nationalized its economy following the 

Arusha declaration of 1967. Zambia underwent the same programmes, currently, 

Zimbabwe expelled white settlers from their farms with intensions to distribute the 

farms to Africans. 

 

Creation of the Pan African Movement to act as one voice for Africa against Neo-

colonials, The most important aspect of Pan Africanism has been the creation of 

the O.A.U which has acted as a mouth piece of Africa since 1963. The O.A.U is 

trying to transfer itself into the AU which is intended to compete with World blocks 

like the USA and the European Union (E.U) 

 

African countries have been acting as a group in International forums for instance; 

African states have worked at the common Wealth and at the Non-alignment 

movement. 

 

Campaigns for Africans to be elected in senior positions for example Boutros B. 

Ghali of Egypt who was the first secretary general of the United Nations in 1990-

1991. He was succeeded by yet another African Koffi Annan till recently. Africans 

have also held several peace keeping missions. 

 

Africa has also been undergoing several currency reforms. After Independence 

several states dropped their colonial currency and adopted their own e.g the East 

African shilling was replaced by National currencies in each of the three East 

African states. 
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African governments have tried to change their administrative capitals from the 

colonial ones to the national ones. Tanzania changed its capital for Dar-es-salaam 

to Dodoma, Nigeria from Lagos to Abuja. 

 

African countries have also changed from colonial names to local ones in order to 

seek national identity e.g. Congo was changed to Zaire, Gold Coast to Ghana, 

Upper Volta to Bokinafaso, in Uganda, Amin changed many imperial names to local 

names e.g. Lake Albert became Lake Mobutu, Lake George became lake  Amin. 

 

Local and new national languages have been made official and emphasized to 

replace the colonial language e.g. Kiswwahili was adopted as national language in 

Tanzania and Kenya. African cultures and art has also been defended and 

preserved. 

Question: 

Discuss the causes of Neo-colonialism in Africa. What attempts have been made to 

fight Neo-colonialism? 

Discuss the causes and effects of Neo- Colonialism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


