
S.2 LITERATURE WORK 

“Mother,” she had begged, near tears, “come and help me.’ 

“Will I be there to tie your firewood when you are married?” 

She had been very frightened and thought of abandoning the firewood and running away, but 

then she feared the wrath of her mother. She continued with her task and at last succeeded and 

slowly managed to balance the firewood on her head. 

She started half-running and half-walking to their home. 

Just then, she heard the sound of dogs barking. She was so terribly afraid of dogs she broke into 

a run. The dogs attracted by her running, started chasing her, barking loudly. 

She threw down the bundle of firewood and started screaming. 

A young man appeared from the nearby bushes and whistled to the dogs. Abruptly they came to 

a stop and the young man ordered them to move away. He beckoned her into his outstretched 

arms. She was by this time sobbing and shaking terribly. ”There, there,” the young man said 

soothingly,” they will not harm you anymore.” 

“Are….are… they your…..yours?” she managed to say between sobs 

“They are my companions while I am out hunting,” he replied.”Now let us collect your firewood 

and I will escort you home.” That’s as far as he got. The rain which had been threatening to fall 

all day came down in a violent downpour. 

The young man pulled her along and they broke into a run. 

She was no match for the experienced hunter. She stumbled and fell many times. By the time 

they reached small hut, she was panting like a thirty dog and soaked right to the skin. 

Inside the small hut, which she later learnt belonged to him, he brought for her a warm bark cloth 

and made a small fire. 

He told her to take off her wet clothes but she was shivering so uncontrollably, her teeth 

chattering that it was even impossible for her to talk. 



He noticed her dilemma and came to her rescue. He pulled off her wet blouse, and accidentally 

his fingers brushed her just-forming breasts. He starred at them; the nipples were rock-hard 

because of the cold. He looked hard and deep into her round, big and frightened eyes. A shiver 

she had never experienced before, a shiver, not born out of fear but excitement, ran though her, 

spreading down to her loins without any warning, the young man pulled her into his arms, tilting 

her chin, and he kissed her fiercely. 

She did not object; she felt very comfortable and warm into the stranger’s embrace. 

“What’s your name?” he asked huskily. 

“Ngonzi,” she replied. 

“Umm! Love, anybody else ever told you that Ngonzi means love?” 

“Yes.” 

“Who?” 

“My mother.” 

“I see,” he said, relieved 

“I want to make love to you, Ngonzi,” he said quickly, Ngonzi tried to pull away, but he held her 

even more tightly 

“I won’t hurt you,” he promised. 

Ngonzi was both confused and frightened by this man. 

She felt warmth towards him such as she had never felt for any human being, but he was a 

stranger and she had to get back home. He seemed to read her mind because, just then, he 

released her. 

“I will take you home now, but promise me that we shall meet again.” 

Ngonzi just nodded, not trusting herself to talk. 



When they came out of the small hut, Ngonzi was surprised to see that it was very dark outside. 

The young man took her hand and, in no time, they had covered the short distance to her home. 

She could see the rays of light coming from the cracks in the mud walls of the kitchen. 

They stood there in awkward silence and then abruptly he pulled Ngonzi to himself and kissed 

her full on the mouth. 

She felt the same warmth she had felt before, and without knowing it, she was eagerly 

responding to the kiss. 

“I want to meet you tomorrow,” he demanded, “where can I find you? 

“I don’t know,” she answered haltingly. “I don’t know about you.” 

“What do you want to know?” Ngonzi did not know what to say. 

“Well?” he prompted her 

“Okay,” she answered, now just wanting to get away.”But where?” he insisted. 

 

Questions  

a) Briefly explain what happens before the passage 

b) Which themes are portrayed in the passage? 

c) Describe the character of Ngonzi as portrayed in the passage? 

d) What happens shortly after this passage? 

e) Which young man is talked about in the passage? Describe his traits. 
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