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 The Dutch/Boers/Afrikaners first reached South Africa in 1652 and established their first 

settlement at the cape  

 They started expanding towards the interior until they carried out great trek. 

 The Boer trekkers established new homes in the interior since the British had taken their 

original lands at the cape. 

 The Boer trekkers founded three major republics in the interior i.e. Natal, Orange free 

state and Transvaal. 

THE REPUBLIC OF NATAL 

Qn: Describe how the republic of Natal was founded? 

Qn: How was the republic of Natal Established? 

 The Boers reached South Africa in1652 and mainly settled around the cape 

 They later moved to the interior during the period of the Great Trek 

 The Boers trekkers setup/established new homes in the interior since the British had taken 

over their original homes at the cape 

 The trek Boers founded three republics in the interior i.e. Natal, Orangefree state and 

Natal 

 The republic of natal was founded by the Boer trekkers who were led by Piet Retief and 

Jacob and later by Andreas Pretorius. 

 In 1838, the Boer trekkers led by Piet Retief met the Zulu King called Dingane and asked 

for land. 

 Dingane asked Retief  to first recover the Zulu cattle that had been stolen by chief 

Sekonyela of the Tlokwa 

 Retief easily tricked chief Sekonyela and recovered the Zulu cattle. 

 At a beer party organized by Dingane to celebrated the return of his cattle, Piet Retief and 

his group were killed by Dingane’s men 

 The republic of Natal was established by the Boers after defeating the Zulu at the battle of 

blood river, 1938 



 After the death of Piet Retief, the Boers first withdrew areas of Transvaal. 

 Andreas Pretorius was chosen to become new leaders of the group and he organized, 

fought and defeated Dingane andthe Zulu armyat the battle of blood river 1838 

 The defeated Dingane was forced to give away the whole of southern Natal to the 

victorious Boers  

 Pretorius first befriended Mpande who was Dingane’s brother and rival for the throne. 

 Mpande after becoming new king of the Zulu and gave more Zulu land to the trek Boers 

as rewards for helping him 

 Out of all this land, the Boers established the republic of Natal. 

 The Boers formed a council called Volksraad or Volksrand of 24 members to control the 

republic. 

 The council would meet and elect a president for their republic whenever they wanted  

 The Boers set up their capital at a place called Maritzburg. 

 Andreas Pretorius remained as the general commander. 

 However, the republic experienced a lot of internal weaknesses that greatly undermined 

its existence and independence. 

 The republic of Natal existed from 1838 up to 1843 when it was annexed by the British. 

WHY THE BOERSESTABLISHED THE NATAL REPUBLIC 

 The Boers established the republic of Natal in 1838. 

 It was the Boer victory at the battle of Blood River in 1838 over the Zulu that cleared the 

way for the establishment of the Natal republic. 

 Also because of the great trek where by the Boers of Piet Retief’s group sent spies who 

returned with news that a lot of land existed in the area. 

 Also because Piet Retief’s leadership that was essential in founding of the republic. 

 Also because of the courage and organization skills of Andreas Pretorius who led the 

Boers to military victory over the Zulu. 

 Because of the great determination of the Boers not to go back to the cape which made 

them fight to establish the republic. 

 Because of the existence of the Mfecane that had left a lot of unoccupied land in the area. 

 Because of the determination of the Boers to be free from British control which made 

them fight to set up their own republic. 

 It was because of the influence of Zulu collaborators especially Mpande who helped the 

Boers to fight and defeat his brother Dingane. 



 Also because the area around Natal had fertile soils which increased Boer determination 

to occupy the area. 

 Also because the area around natal had good climate which was suitable for Boer pastoral 

activities. 

 Natal province also had a port hence the Boers would be able to carry out trading 

activities with the outside world 

 Also because  Dingane had become unpopular among the Zulu hence the Boers did not 

meet united Zulu resistance  

 Dingane’s unfaithfulness which provided the Boers with an excuse to take over the area 

by force i.e. Dingane failed to keep his promise to Piet Retief. 

 Also because Natal would allow the Boers to get refreshments from many areas in the 

interior and also outside world instead of relying on the British. 

 It was because of the rise of Boer nationalism where by the Boers argued that Natal 

would give them free independence 

PROBLEMS FACED BY THE NATAL REPUBLIC 

 The problems were of political, economic and social nature. 

 The British refused to recognize Natal as a new independent state. 

 The British continued to follow the Boers in the interior hence Natal had to struggle for 

its independence. 

 The British continued to regard the Boers in Natal as their subjects which the Boers did 

not want. 

 The British eventually attacked and finally annexed the young republic of Natal in 1843. 

 The Boers in the republic were generally poor hence limited revenue for their state 

 The killing of Piet Retief and other leaders who were capable weakened the Boers at the 

start. 

 The Boers in the new republic used to be attacked by different Bantu groups especially at 

the borders. 

 There was poor policy of selling land in the new republic. 

 There was corruption among the Boer officials which greatly weakened the young 

republic 

 The government officials gave themselves huge chunks of land leaving the commoners 

with little land. 



 After the end of the Mfecane, some Africans returned to claim their lands which caused 

conflicts with Boers 

 There was poor communication system in the new republic 

 The Boers of Natal were cut off from their brothers or relatives who settled in other 

republics. 

 There was shortage of labor because Africans refused to work for the Boers. 

 There was limited government revenue because of the few economic activities. 

 Because of the British threat, some Boers started moving away from Natal republic to the 

interior towards Transvaal. 

 The British who lived south of Natal republic feared that Bantu attacks on Natal would 

spread to their area hence also wanted to chase away the Boers. 

 The Natal government had a week inexperienced government 

 Even the population in Natal was generally small 

 The republic used to be attacked by different bantu groupss 

WHY THE BRITISH ANNEXED NATAL 

Qn: Why did the British take over control of Natal Republic in 1843? 

Qn: What were the effects of the British annexation of Natal? 

 The British forces led by Captain Smith attacked and annexed Natal Republic in 1843. 

 In 1845, Natal republic was fully incorporated in the cape colony  

 The reasons for the annexation were social, political and economic. 

 It was because the British never wanted to leave the Boers to be independent in South 

Africa. 

 It was also because the British continued to regard the Boers as their subjects in South 

Africa. 

 Also because the British had developed the habit of following the Boers wherever 

they went. 

 The Boers were believed to be militarily weak to defend themselveshence the British 

claimed that they wanted to give them protection in Natal. 

 The British wanted to stop any possible alliance between the Boers and Africans 

against them. 

 The British did not want any possible alliance between the Boers and other European 

rivals e.g. Germans, Portuguese, and French etc. 

 The British wanted to stop the extension of Boer racism in the interior. 



 The British also claimed that the land around Natal had earlier been given to them by 

Shaka. 

 The British also wanted to use the area of Natal as a base to ensure peace on the 

eastern frontier 

 The British also feared that the Boers would reorganize themselves from the interior 

and attack them at the cape  

 The British also wanted to protect their nationals who were living in the area as 

traders, farmers, missionaries etc. 

 It was also because of the disagreements and disunity which had developed among the 

Boers in Natal causing power struggles. 

 It was because theBoer parliament (Volksraad/) had become too weak and could not 

control the Republic of Natal 

 The British also wanted to stop the Boers from getting direct contact with the sea or 

ocean i.e. wanted to protect their sea route to India. 

 Also because Natal republic had become financially bankrupt and could not finance 

their own administration which forced the British to intervene 

 Also because of the increasing importance of port Natal in terms of trade that 

attracted the British. 

 Also because of the rumor that Natal had minerals which raised British interest in the 

area. 

 The land around Natal had fertile soils that favored agriculture which also increased 

British interest 

 The British also wanted to use port Natal to out compete other commercial rivals like 

the Germans, Portuguese and French etc. 

 Also because of reports that Boers had started enslaving Africans which the British 

did not want. 

 Also because the British colonial secretary Lord Stanley never trusted the Boers and 

wanted to keep them under tight control 

 One of the immediate causes was the act of the Boers stealing the land of the Pondo 

which the British never wanted. 

 The Boers killed the leader of the Pondo and this gave the British an excuse to attack 

and annex Natal. 

EFFECTS OF THE BRITISH ANNEXATION OF NATAL 



 The republic of Natal came to an end and the Boers who lived in that area lost their 

independence  

 Many Boers migrated from the area and went to other Boer republics especially 

Transvaal. 

 Natal republic now became part of the British cape colony  

 The Boers and the Africans in the area lost a lot of their property 

 Because of losing their property, it increased the level of poverty among the two groups 

 The annexation of Natal led to more clashes between the migrating Boers and Africans. 

 The Africans in the interior lost more land to the migrating Boers 

 Therefore many Africans were again displaced 

 It led to more depopulation of both Africans and Boers due to the conflicts between the 

two. 

 The annexation increased the enmity between the Boers and British  

 The annexation of Natal opened way for more wars between the British and the Boers 

 The British were forced to extend their rule and conquer even the republics of Transvaal 

and Orange Free States. 

 The British started establishing sugar plantations in the area around Natal. 

 The British also established new improved farming methods in the area around Natal. 

 The Africans who lied in the area got employment in the British sugar cane plantations. 

 Africans in the interior lost large numbers of cattle to the migrating Boers  

 The Boers extended their bad policy of racial segregation to the Africans in the interior. 

 The British for some time decided to give up the annexation of the other areas due to the 

increased financial and administrative costs. 

 It led to the signing of some treaties between the Boers and the Britishe.g. the Sand river 

Convention and the Bloemfontein Convention. 

 Theses treaties signed with the Boers gave some degree of independence to the republics 

of Transvaal and Orange Free State. 

THE REPUBILC OF ORANGE FREE STATE (OFS) 

 The republic of the OFS was founded by the second group of trekkers who left the cape 

colony towards the interior. 

 The Boer trekkers in this group were led by Hendrick Potgieter and Gerrit Maritz. 

 The republic was established between river Orange and river Vaal 

 The republic was at first known as the Orange river colony 



 The republic was founded by the Boers after defeating the Ndebele who were led by their 

chief Mzilikazi during the battle of Vegkop of 1836. 

 The defeated Ndebele were forced across river Limpopo into the modern Zimbabwe 

 Potgieter and Maritz set up their capital at a place called Winterberg. 

 In 1840, they first declared themselves as part of Natal republic in order to escape control 

by Moshesh of the Basuto. 

 In 1843 after the British annexing Natal republic, most of the Boers moved across river 

Vaal (Winterberg) 

 The Boers who remained behind were eventually taken over and controlled by the Basuto 

and Griqua. 

 After crossing river Vaal, more Boer trekkers came from Natal to the area hence 

increasing the population of the young state 

 Also in 1843, a British officer called Napier met Moshesh of the Basuto and the two fixed 

a boundary for the Orange river colony. 

 In 1844, the Orange River colony drafted a constitution for their new state. 

 They also put up a parliament to govern their young state. 

 Potgieter played a big role in writing of the new constitution and remained over all 

commander. 

 In February 1848, a British officer called Sir Harry Smith tried to annex the Orange River 

Colony 

 The Boers greatly resisted British annexation but were finally defeated in August 1848. 

 In 1849 the warden line was drawn to divide Basuto land from the Orange river colony  

 However, Moshesh continued to conflict with the Boers and defeated them on several 

occasions 

 Moshesh also defeated the British which made major warden to become directly involved 

in the affairs of the Orange River colony. 

 In 1852, the Boers in the Orange River colony requested for their independence from the 

British. 

 This led to the signing of the Bloemfontein Convention in 1854, which gave the Boers in 

the Orange River Colony their independence. 

 In 1858, the Orange River colony changed its name and became the Orange Free State. 

 Josais Hoffman was chosen as the first president of the OFS and was later replaced by 

Jacob Boshoff. 

 However, the OFS was also annexed by the British in 1871. 



WHY THE BRITISH ANNEXED ORANGE FREE STATES 

 Also because of the continued conflicts between Boers and Africans in the interior which 

the British did not want. 

 Also because the Boers who ran away from Natal in 1845 continued to attack Africans 

and take their land which the British wanted to stop. 

 The British wanted to establish a stable government on the northern frontier of the cape 

colony. 

 The British also wanted to set up a white led friendly government in the area that would 

also ensure peace in the area. 

 The British also wanted to put the Boer trekkers who had run to the interior under their 

control. 

 Because of the successful annexation of Natal in 1843 which also encouraged them to 

take over Orange Free State 

 Because of the activities of the British High Commissioner of South Africa who was 

called Sir Harry Smith who greatly encouraged annexation of Orange Free State. 

 Also because the British always considered the Boers as their subjects hence were greatly 

determined to control  

 It was partly because the Griqua led by Adam Kok had asked for protection from the 

British against Boer attack them wherever they went 

 The Boers in OFS had failed to defend themselves against African attacks especially the 

Basuto who always defeated them hence the British wanted to defend their fellow whites. 

 The British wanted to use OFS to extend their influence to the interior of to expand on 

their colony. 

 The scattered Boer population in the area partly encouraged the British to occupy the 

state. 

 The long term hatred between the British and the V also encouraged the British 

annexation. 

 The British wanted to control diamond fields that had been discovered in the Orange Free 

State. 

EFFECTS OF THE BRITISH ANNEXATION OF THE ORANGE FREE STATE 

(OFS) 

 The Boers were defeated and their president fled to Transvaal  

 It greatly encouraged Boer nationalism as they struggled to regain their independence. 



 The British acquired the diamond fields that had been discovered in the area. 

 The British cape government after annexing OFS also grabbed some land from the Basuto  

 It led to war between the British and the Boers. 

 Using OFS, the British were able to ally with the Tlokwa and Rolong to fight the Basuto 

who had defeated the British cape colony forces. 

 Basing in OFS, the British finally negotiated a peace agreement with Moshesh to ensure 

peace between Basuto and the Boers. 

 It led to the signing of the Bloemfontein convention of 1854. 

 The convention partly recognized the freedom of the Boers in the Orange Free State 

 Some of the land that belonged to the Griqua was given to the Boers in the Orange Free 

State. 

 It forced the Boers to attack Moshesh in another war as they wanted to move away from 

British control 

 It forced Moshesh to ask for British protection over his Basuto state. 

 The annexation greatly increased hatred between Boers and the British. 

 It led to conflicts between the British and the Boers over the issue of freedom of the non 

whites  

 There was increase in the white population in the interior.  

 It greatly increased the British administration expenses after annexing Natal and Orange 

Free State. 

 It laid ground for future wars between the British and the Boers i.e. first Anglo Boer war 

(1880 -1881) and second Anglo Boer war (1889 -1902). 

 The British started developing a new idea of federation of all white states in South Africa. 

 THE REPUBLIC OF TRANSVAAL 

 The republic was formed by the Boer Trekkers who who had been under various leaders 

 At first, the republic was erected near the banks of Limpopo river but later established 

across river vaal 

 The founders of Transvaal were militant hardline trekkers 

 The Boers in this area regarded themselves as political refugees 

 Celliers party/group acquired  land between the Vet and Vaal rivers 

 This land was stolen from the Ndebele after serious fighting 

 The Boers continued fighting for leadership among Pretorious, Colliers and Maritz 

 Four commanders were later elected to act as supreme leaders and included Pretorious 

and William Joubert 



 Later, Celliers and Maritz drew up a constitution to govern the Boers 

 Later towns were built which included potschefstroom, Ohrigstad and lydenberg 

 The Boers later also elected a parliamentary council with judicial powers 

 In November 1851, a special British officer Owen came to sort out the Administrative 

problems of Transvaal 

 This was after the British had also annexed Transvaal and made it part of its colony 

 In 1852, the sand river convention was signed 

 The sand river convention created the Transvaal republic free and independent from the 

British 

 Pretorious became the first president until war like Paul Kruger took over 

 REASONS FOR BRITISH ANNEXATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF 

TRANSVAAL  

 The long hatred and suspicion between the Boers and the British occupation of Cape 

Colony 

 The Boers desire for independence/ to check Boer Nationalism 

 The British thought that the Boers of Transvaal had been weakened by the Bapedi war 

 The war left Transvaal in a state of bankruptcy 

 This weakened the Boers bringing in much hated British administration 

 Ineficiency and instability in the area 

 Military weakness in Transvaal 

 Transvaal government failure to suppress a local rising of Africans 

 British feared internal instability in Transvaal to be exploited by the neighbours ie the 

zulu 

 Discovery of minerals 

 Sir Theophilus shapstones report recommending annexation of Transvaal 

 Rise of British imperialism championed by Carnavan and others 

 Annexation of Basutoland became a precedent for future annexations 

 The need to form a white federation of south Africa 

 The British were always following the Boers to control them 

 Desir by the British to kill Boer nationalism 

 The Boer farmers had refused to pay their taxes on time to save their republic from 

bankruptcy 

 EFFECTS OF THE ANNEXATION 

 It increase the hostility between the British and the Boers 



 Loss of independence(BOERS) 

 The Boers suffered the greatest humiliation 

 Aroused and strengthened Boer nationalism 

 Demand for independence 

 Led to the outbreak of the Anglo Boer war of 1880 

 Emergency of a nationalistic die hard Paul Kruger 

 Alarge part of South Africa was brought under British control 

 Paved way for the unification of south Africa 

 Cooperation between Boers and the British became impossible 

 There was more cooperation between Orange Free state and Transvaal 

 Transvaal sent a delegation led by Kruger to London to restore their idepedence 

 Afrikaan was to be one of the official languages 

 It hardened Boers  and they became more rebellious 

 6000 Boers met at Wonderfountain in 1879 resumed to fight the British 

 Boers in 1879 vowed to revive their volkrand in 1850 

 Boers boycottd British goods and personel 

 Loss of lives 

 Loss of poverty 

 THE GROWTH OF BOER OR AFRIKANER NATIONALISM 

QN.Why was there an increase in Boer nationalism in the 19th century? 

 Nationalism is the strong love for one’s country 

 Nationalism involves strong unity and determination to fight and defend one’s country. 

 Boer nationalism was also referred to as Afrikaner nationalism. 

 Before the 1850’s, most of the Dutch speakers who had come to South Africa  started 

calling themselves Afrikaners 

 It was because they had developed a new language which they called Afrikaan or 

Afrikaner language  

 Their language had a distinctive African dialect as compared to the original Dutch 

language.  

 The rise of the Boer nationalism was because the Boers were a proud group of people 

who were very determined to preserve their culture. 



 It was because the Boers thought that they were generally superiors compared to Africans 

and Asians. 

 It was because the Boers felt that their language, religion and pastoral culture were 

greatly threatened by the English culture. 

 Because the Boers hated British domination and the policies concerning land, education, 

laws, African rights, etc 

 It was because the British had granted equal rights to the nonwhites which the Boers 

hated. 

 Also because of the Sand River Convention of 1852 which gave the Boers of the 

Transvaal freedom from the British. 

 Also because of the Bloemfontein Convention of 1854 which gave the Boers of Orange 

Free State self rule from the British. 

 Boer nationalism also increased because the Boers of OFS and Transvaal agreed to work 

together to protect the Afrikaner rights. 

 Also because the discovery of minerals i.e. diamond (1867) and gold (1884) in the Boer 

republic which increased their determination to protect it. 

 Because of the British annexation of the area called Griqualand West in order to get near 

to the diamond field of OFS which brought the Boers together to defend it  

 The Boers also had fear of wars from like tribes in the interior like the Zulu, Ndebele, 

Pedi, Tlokwa, Basuto, etc hence uniting to defend themselves. 

 Also because of the rise of strong and militant hardliners like Pretorius, J.S Dutoit, Paul 

Kruger, Joubert, Louis Botha, etc. 

STEPS TAKEN BY THE BOERS TO PROMOTE THEIR NATIONALISM 

 The Boers after a long stay in South Africa began to call themselves Afrikaners and not 

Boers nor Dutch. 

 They developed and spoke a new language which they called Afrikaan/Afrikaner 

language. 

 The Boers also created their own republics in the interior which included Graaf Reinet, 

Swellendam and Swellenbosch. 

 The Boers made their republics to closely work together especially the OFS and 

Transvaal 



 They signed the Sand River Convention with the British which gave the Boers in 

Transvaal freedom from British control. 

 The Boers also signed the Bloemfontein Convention of 1854 with the British which gave 

OFS some degree of independence. 

 The Boer states also came together to protect their economic wealth especially the 

minerals and land. 

 The Boer church ministers started cultural movements to promote Afrikaner language and 

religion. 

 The Boer teachers started teaching the people the advantages of using Afrikaner 

language. 

 The teachers also went on mobilizing and sensitizing the masses especially the Boers in 

the villages about the need for unity. 

 In 1880, the Boers formed their own political party which they called the Afrikaner bond 

in order to defend their rights  

 They also appointed a militant hardliner called J.S Dutoit as leader of their new party. 

 The Afrikaner Bond tried to unite all Boers in South Africa hence strengthening their 

nationalism. 

 Membership to the Afrikaner bond were made compulsory for all the Boers in South 

Africa. 

 In the later years, J.S Dutoit was replaced by another militant hardliner   Hofmyer. 

 The Boers also ensured that the Afrikaner bond became a very powerful group in the cape 

parliament. 

 The Boers setup a newspaper called De Zuid Afrikaans with Hofmyer as the chief editor. 

 J.S.Dutoit formed a grouping of Afrikaners which he called the Afrikaner association. 

 Another hardliner called Van Roftoi came up with another association of Boers and called 

it the association of true Afrikaners 

 The Boers published a number of books that were in the Afrikaner language especially 

Dutoit. 

 The Boers also started another newspaper which they called the Afrikaner Patriot which 

greatly encouraged their nationalism. 

 The various Boer associations tried to promote use of the Afrikaner language and creating 

one of Boer nations. 



 J.S Dutoit wrote a popular book which he called "The History of our country" to promote 

Boer nationalism. 

 The Boers also composed very many songs in the Afrikaner language to promote their 

struggle  

 The Boers tried to deny the Utilanders (British nationals in Transvaal) all their rights and 

citizenship. 

EFFECTS OF BOER NATIONALISM ON SOUTH AFRICA 

 The effects were social, political and economic and both positive and negative  

 The Boers became increasingly arrogant towards the other races in South Africa. 

 Boer nationalism caused conflicts between the different races in South Africa i.e. between 

the Boers and Africans, Boers against the British etc. 

 The Africans were increasingly enslaved by the Boers 

 The Africans lost large quantities of land to the Boers. 

 The Africans lost large numbers of their cattle to the Boers. 

 The Ndebele were allowed to remain with only 7 herds of cattle per home after being 

defeated by the Boers. 

 The Africans lost their cultural identity and began learning some aspects of Boer culture. 

 The Africans eventually lost their independence first to the Boers and later to the British. 

 The growth of Boer nationalism marked the beginning of racism and later the Apartheid 

policy in South Africa. 

 The growth of Boer nationalism became the major cause of the Anglo Boer wars of 1880 

– 1881 (Transvaal war of independence) and the 1889 – 1902 second AngloBoer war. 

 The British became more determined to stop or contain the ever increasing Boer 

nationalism. 

 The British started opposing the Boers for mistreating the blacks and colored’s. 

 The British started thinking of forming a federation of all white states in South Africa in 

order to stop the increasing Boer nationalism. 

 It led to the formation of very many new books e.g. "The History of Our Country" by J.S 

Dutoit 

 It led to the rise of many militant hardliners to control politics of the Boer states 

especially in Transvaal e.g. Louis Botha, Paul Kruger. 

 It led to the formation of new political parties eg the Afrikaner bond. 



 It led to the composing of many new songs by the Boers. 

THE MFECANE IN SOUTH AFRICA 

QN.What was the Mfecane? 

 Mfecane was a word used by the Nguni speakers to mean "The period of trouble" 

 Among the sotho speakers, this period became known as Defacane. 

 Some other groups in South Africa called it Infecane or Lifecane. 

 It was meant to refer to the period of constant wars of conquest. 

 It was also known as the period of crisis among the southern Bantu Speakers  

 Mfecane can also be regarded as the conflicts among the Eastern Bantu tribes of South 

Africa. 

 The Mfecane is believed to have started around 1810 and extended beyond 1830. 

 It was a period marked by the formation of new states or empires e.g. the Zulu state, 

Basuto state, Swazi state, Ndebele state etc. 

 The key tribes in this Mfecane included the Mthethwa, Ndwandwe and Ngwane. 

 Key leaders in the conflict included Dingswayo of the Mthethwa, Zwide of the 

Ndwandwe and Sobhuza of the Ngwane. 

 The Mfecane reached its peak or top during the time of Shaka of the Zulu who was trying 

to form a Zulu empire. 

 The Mfecane was later dominated by tribes like the Zulu, Ndebele, Basuto and Swazi. 

 The period of the Mfecane also witnessed the rise of new powerful men who influenced 

the history of the region like Shaka, Moshesh, Mzilikazi, Sobhuza etc. 

CAUSES OF THE MFECANE 

Why did the eastern Bantu tribes of South Africa fight one another between 1810 and 1830?  

What were the causes of the Mfecane in South Africa? 

Why were there wars among the Eastern Bantu tribes in South Africa between 1810 and 

1830? 

 The Mfecane was caused by the existence of strong states that conflicted with one another 

e.g. Ndwandwe, Mthethwa and Nguni. 

 It was also due to the desire to conquer other people and create larger political units that 

encouraged the Mfecane  



 Due to the existence of war like leaders or war mongers among the Nguni speakers eg 

Zwide, Dingswayo, Sobhuza and later Shaka. 

 Because of the introduction of new military reforms in the Zulu land by Dingswayo  and 

later Shaka which also increased Mfecane 

 The introduction of age regiment system by Dingswayo where by warrior of the same age 

group were put together trained and would not fight in the same group. 

 Introduction of new fighting method or tactics like the cow horn formation which made 

fighting more efficient and also made the tribes very aggressive 

 Introduction of the short stabbing spear (Assegai) and use of large cowhide shields that 

covered the whole body, greatly encouraged the Mfecane. 

 Introduction of the concept of total war fare or total destruction of the enemy greatly 

increased conflicts between the tribes  

 Introduction of the system of fighting bare footed which made the warriors very fast. 

 Introduction of the new system of constant military training and military drills that 

encouraged high discipline among the soldiers. 

 Population increase in the area around Drakensburg Mountains leading to scarcity of land 

encouraged tribes to fight hence the Mfecane. 

 Desire by the different Nguni tribes to acquire new fertile lands for arable farming greatly 

increased the conflicts. 

 The rise of an ambitious leader called Shaka in the region greatly increased the conflicts. 

 Scarcity of grazing land especially among the cattle keepers (over stoking) made the 

different groups fight to expand their grazing areas. 

 Due to the creation of large standing armies among the Nguni people which encouraged 

the different tribes to fight. 

 The coming of the Boers to the interior which increased demand for land also partly 

encouraged the Mfecane (great trek). 

 The desire to control trade that was taking place around the Delagoa Bay i.e. trade with 

whites that was very profitable 

 Because of the expansion of the Kalahari desert southwards which increased land 

shortage  

 Because of the presence of desperate refugee groups like the Fingo and Matantees who 

always fought other groups  

 The introduction of guns among the Nguni tribes greatly increased the Mfecane since 

each tribe wanted to use their new technology. 



 Also because of Dingswayo’s meeting with Dr. Cohen who taught him how to use a gun 

and how to ride a horse and their encouraged him to attack the neighboring groups. 

 The death of Nandi who was the mother of Shaka which made him declare a whole year 

of national mourning during which people were not supposed to drink milk, eat meat, 

cultivate or have sex. 

 The killing of Shaka himself and rise of new leaders like Dingane and Mpande cause 

succession disputes and increased the Mfecane 

 

EFFECTS OF THE MFECANE 

 The Mfecane led to death of many people in the region or wide spread loss of lives  

 There was wide spread depopulation of some areas in the region. 

 On the other hand, there was increase in population in the areas where there were no 

wars. 

 It resulted into wide spread destruction of property like crop gardens, houses, food 

granaries etc 

 Trade and agriculture in the region were greatly disrupted especially the trade around the 

Delagoa Bay. 

 The Mfecane caused great misery and suffering among the people in the region. 

 It also resulted into displacement of people where by some groups were forced into 

hostile areas like Mountains tops and deserts. 

 Many people were forced to migrate from South Africa to other regions or places eg the 

Ngoni, Ndebele, etc who moved to east and central Africa. 

 There was outbreak of severe famine because of the destruction of property, burning of 

crop gardens yet people had no time to grow new crops. 

 There was loss of cattle among the tribes that were neighboring the Zulu hence increased 

poverty among such tribes. 

 The Mfecane led to introduction of new military changes or innovations  

 New and powerful leaders came up who influenced the history of the region e.g.  Shaka 

of the Zulu, Mzilikazi of Ndebele, Moshesh of Basuto, Sobhuza of the Swazi. 

 There was increased militarism or militarization of the region which led to increased war 

fair. 



 The Mfecane led to creation of a group of refugees and wanderers who became known as 

the Fingo. 

 It led to the creation of a group of dangerous bandits called who lived by robbing the 

natives. 

 Many people were forced to live in special areas like mountain tops for survival e.g. the 

Basuto and the Swazi. 

 Many families broke up and became divided. 

 Many defensive states were set up e.g. the Basuto state or Sotho state, the Swazi state, 

Ndebele state, Pedi state, etc. 

 Due to the Mfecane, Dingswayo, Zwide and Shaka were killed. 

 The Mfecane led to cultural transformation as a result of intermarriages and absorption of 

people. 

 There was loss of land by the small tribes to strong ones. 

 The Mfecane made it easy for the trek Boers to get land for settlement in the interior i.e. 

founded many areas already depopulated. 

 It was partly the Mfecane that was responsible for the easy colonization of South Africa 

by the whites. 

 New styles of fighting were copied and spread to other areas which increased warfare. 

SHAKA AND THE ZULU STATE 

WHO WAS SHAKA 

 Shaka was the son of Senzangakona who was a minor chief of the Zulu. 

 His mother was called Nandi was an unofficial wife of the Senzangakona. 

 Shaka was born as a bastard around 1787. 

 The name Shaka came from a Zulu word Itshaka meaning loose intestines, a disease that 

caused swelling of the stomach. 

 It is said that Nandi suffered from the disease before producing Shaka. 

 Shaka grew up among his maternal uncles because he had been rejected by his father 

 As he grew up, Shaka became a man of great determination, great ambition, courage and 

intelligence  

 Shaka began his career as a soldier in DingSwayo’s army  

 Because of his courage, Shaka got quickly promoted and became an induna or 

commander of a regiment. 



 When the father died, he made Shaka’s brother called Segujana replace him as chief of 

the Zulu. 

 However, Shaka killed Segujana and declared himself chief of the Zulu. 

 Also after the death of Dingswayo, Shaka annexed the Mthethwa hence becoming ruler 

over the large area. 

 Shaka later expanded the small Zulu state into a large empire covering over 300 km. 

 Shaka was killed later by his brothers Dingane and Mhlangane who collaborated with the 

chief Induna called Mbhopa in 1828. 

 

ORIGINS OF THE ZULU STATE 

 Little information is known about the origins of the Zulu state  

 Up to now, historians have not yet agreed about the numerous accounts given to explain 

the origins of the Zulu state. 

 However, it is said that the state developed among the Bantu speaking people of South 

Eastern South Africa 

 It was originally a small chiefdom headed by chief Senzangakona 

 The Zulu state was founded by the Shaka around 1818 

 It was Sezangakona and Nandi who were the parents of Shaka. 

 Shaka was born around 1787 from an illegitimate mother/unofficial wife. 

 Shaka was born unwanted hence grew up with the mother’s family. 

 However, Shaka had rare qualities i.e. was very intelligent or brave, courageous and 

generally determined which shaped his future career. 

 Shaka came into power after Sezangakona’s death around 1816. 

 Sezangakona was at first succeeded by his son Segujana 

 However, Shaka killed his step brother Segujana and took over power of the small Zulu 

chiefdom. 

 By the beginning of the 19th century, the Zulu were a small chiefdom under control of the 

Mthethwa who were led by Dingswayo  

 It was Shaka who transformed the small Zulu chiefdom into the powerful Zulu empire or 

Zulu state. 

FACTORS FOR EXPANSION OR RISE OF THE ZULU STATE 



 Good climate where by Zulu was blessed with reliable and abundant rainfall with few 

diseases which attracted people to the area encouraging state formation. 

 Increased population in the area which led people to regroup together and it was this 

regrouping which led to the formation of the Zulu state. 

 Presence of fertile soils which ensured supply of food to support the growing population. 

 The rise of ambitious leaders especially Dingswayo and later Shaka who greatly 

encouraged expansion of the Zulu state. 

 Shaka’s reforms in Zulu land were greatly responsible for the expansion of the Zulu state. 

 Introduction of the system of age regiments which turned the Zulu into a strong standing 

army that was used to expand and protect the state. 

 Introduction of Pincer movement i.e. the cow horn tactic of fighting that involved 

encircling of the enemy. 

 Due to the introduction of the short stabbing spear (Assegai) which involved hand to hand 

fighting at close range which made fighting efficient  

 Introduction of the use of large cowhide shields that covered the whole body 

 Due to the introduction of the idea of fighting bare footed or discouraging use of wooden 

sandals hence making movement of fighters quick. 

 The Zulu kingdom also expanded because of the creation of a strong army that was well 

trained and well equipped 

 The Zulu also conquered the weak neighboring tribes and incorporated them into their 

state hence expanding (weak neighbors) 

 The use of Nguni language which created a sense of unity and belonging among the 

people  

 It was because of the creation of women regiments where by the women were used as 

spies, engaged in production of food and also acted as wives to retired soldiers. 

 Also because of the death of Dingswayo which gave chance to Shaka to come up and and 

reorganize the Zulu state. 

 The important trade that was taking place around the Delagoa Bay that helped the Zulu to 

get guns and also accumulate wealth. 

 Shaka encouraged high degree of military discipline and military dictatorship that ensured 

loyalty of the Zulu people. 

 The use of surprise attacks especially at night where the enemy would be got unaware 

i.e.Shaka used such method to defeat Zwide of the Ndwandwe and later Sobhuza of the 

Ngwane. 



  Shaka also developed and expanded the kingdom through abolition of some of the old 

traditional practices like circumcision of the young boys. 

 Shaka also used political and diplomatic tricks to expand the Zulu state i.e. befriended 

Zwide to defeat Dingswayo but later turned against Zwide and killed him. 

MILITARY REFORMS OR CHANGES INTRODUCED BY SHAKA 

 He emphasized the idea of age regiments which turned the Zulu into a strong standing 

army that Shaka used to defeat the neighbors and expands the Zulu state. 

 Shaka started the policy of defeating and absorbing the neighboring chiefdoms or tribes 

into the Zulu state. 

 He abolished the old traditional long throwing spears and replaced them with short 

stabbing spears (Assegai) which made his fighters more efficient  

 He introduced the cow horn tactic of fighting (Pincer movement) which involved 

encircling the enemy. 

 Shaka introduced the system of tough military training or drills to make the soldiers 

endure hard life. 

 He abolished the use of wooden sandals and made the soldiers to fight bare footed which 

made them faster than their enemies. 

 He made the Zulu state a military state meaning that every able bodied man was to be a 

soldier. 

 The young boys among the Zulu worked as weapon carriers, the energetic ones fought the 

wars while the elderly served in the reserve force 

 Shaka abolished the use of small shields and replaced them with the large shields that 

covered the whole body 

 He also ensured that each army regiment had a different colour of shields for 

identification purposes. 

 He also emphasized high levels of discipline among the Zulu fighters and severely 

punished wrong doers 

 He introduced the idea of surprise attacks i.e. attacking enemies when they least expected 

hence getting them unaware. 

 He also started the policy of total war fare or scorched earth policy i.e. destroying 

anything of value and leaving the enemy with almost nothing. 

 Shaka himself led the army to the battle field which always gave them great morale or 

encouragement  



 Shaka appointed military commanders called Indunas to replace the old traditional chiefs 

or Indunas 

 Shaka also would rewards his military Indunas after each victory which made them work 

harder. 

 He also created women regiments where by women acted as spies and also produced food 

for the soldiers. 

 Shaka also abolished old traditional system of circumcision because it made the youths 

inactive for some period  

 No meetings were supposed to take place in the kingdom without Shaka’s permission 

 Very old people had no role in Shaka’s kingdom and because they were regarded as 

useless, they would be killed. 

 Soldiers would not be allowed to marry until the age of 40  

 Shaka gave himself all the powers i.e. controlled all the wealth in the kingdom appointed 

himself the religious head, was the chief priest and killed all the other religious leaders 

 Shaka made Nguni language to become the language of the Zulu state and forced the 

conquered people to adopt it. 

 The conquered people would be absorbed  and became known as Amazulu 

 Shaka befriended the British who supplied him with guns that he also used to strengthen 

his state. 

 After introducing these reforms, Shaka made fighting more ruthless and made sure that 

the enemy was defenceless. 

ORGANISATION OF THE ZULU STATE 

Qn. How was the Zulu state organized before 1850? 

Qn. Describe the political, social and economic organization of the Zulu state in the 19th 

century?  

Qn. Describe the way of life of the Zulu by AD 1850. 

Political Organization 

 The Zulu state or kingdom was generally a centralized state  

 The Zulu state was generally a military state  

 It was headed by a dictatorial king whose actions were unquestionable. 

 The king was helped by chef Induna who was the second most important man in the land 

and would be appointed by the king  



 The army was the source of power in Zulu land hence Indunas were highly respected 

people in Zulu society 

 Military training was the general routine and every able bodied man was supposed to be a 

soldier. 

 The military Indunas replaced the old traditional council of chiefs  

 The Indunas were not allowed to call meetings without the permission of the king 

 The king was also the chief judge and chief priest hence had political, judicial and 

religious powers  

 Military Indunas would be appointed and dismissed by the king at will. 

 The major Indunas were always appointed from commoners basing on talent and military 

achievement. (the system of career open to talent) 

 The conquered people would be incorporated or absorbed into the Zulu state. 

 There was one language for all people i.e. even the conquered people would be forced to 

learn the Nguni language. 

 The Zulu king would appoint spies to monitor the activities of the conquered rulers. 

 The conquered rulers would be allowed to remain if they proved to be loyal to the Zulu 

ruler (Shaka) 

 The Zulu state had a strong standing army that was used for defense and expansion 

purposes. 

Economic organization 

 The king controlled all the wealth in the state but more especially the war booty (loot) 

 The looted property would be shared among the regiments but ivory was always taken 

straight to the King. 

 The Zulu participated in trade especially through Natal from which they acquired guns. 

 The Zulu mainly exchanged ivory, hides and skins for European goods like guns, clothes, 

mirrors, etc. 

 The conquered people were always asked to pay tributes to the Zulu king. 

 The Zulu also carried out iron working and would produce tools like spears, knives, hoes, 

arrow heads, etc and some of which would be exchanged. 

 The Zulu were also pastoralists who kept cattle, goats, sheep 

 They were also arable agriculturalists who grew crops like millet, maize, beans, peas etc 

 They also carried out hunting to supplement their diet and also get ivory and animal hides 

and skins. 



 The Zulu also carried out fishing from the water bodies like river Umzimbuvu, river 

Umtata. 

 Some of the Zulu also carried out food gathering  

 The Zulu also carried out raiding and plundered or looted wealth from the neighboring 

communities. 

Social organization 

 The age regiments were the main basis of social organization and socialization. 

 The king was the highest social figure and presided over all traditional ceremonies. 

 The Zulu had a clan system hence the people belonged to the different clans. 

 Initiation ceremonies were carried out to mark entry into the age regiments and this 

involved circumcision of the boys but this was later abolished by Shaka. 

 Marriage was after the age of 40 i.e. after active military service. 

 Marriage among the Zulu was generally polygamous. 

 Marriage was also exogamous i.e. one would marry outside his clan. 

 Succession to the throne was hereditary. 

 The age regiments were converted into military regiments each with its own colour of 

shields. 

 The retired soldiers would form a reserve force and would provide food to the active 

soldiers. 

 The old, lame and disabled were considered useless in the Zulu society hence they were 

killed. 

 Each regiment had its own kraal or cattle for feeding its members. 

 The army lived in the military settlements like Bulawayo, Gibithegu, Bukura, Mbelebele 

etc. 

 There also existed women regiments among the Zulu 

 Cattle were greatly valued as a sign of wealth among the Zulu and it was also used for 

paying dowry. 

 The young boys would carry the fighting weapons for the active soldiers. 

EFFECTS OF SHAKA’S RULE TO THE NEIGHBORS 

 The Zulu state under Shaka was a military state hence the effects were largely negative 

towards the neighbors. 

 There was creation of insecurity in the region i.e. increased the Mfecane. 



 There was great loss of lives in the region due to the attacks of the Zulu and their 

neighbors  

 There was death of some of the leaders of the neighboring groups of people eg Zwide of 

the Ndandwe was killed by the Zulu. 

 There was wide spread depopulation in the region. 

 There was displacement of people like the Ngwane and the Ndwandwe 

 Other people completely migrated out of South Africa e.g. the Ngoni under 

Zwangwendaba and the Ndebele under Mzilikazi  

 There was creation of new and stronger defensive states e.g. the Basuto state and Swazi 

state 

 Some states lost their independence to the Zulu like the Mthethwa state and the 

Ndwandwe. 

 There was loss of land by some societies which was then taken over by the Zulu  

 There was increased militarization of the region which worsened the Mfecane. 

 There was outbreak of famine in the region because people could no longer concentrate 

on agriculture. 

 There was creation of dangerous groups of people or bandits like the Mantatis 

 There creation of groups of refugees like the Fingo. 

 There was wide spread misery and suffering of the people in the region. 

 There was detribalization of the conquered people who became absorbed into the Zulu 

culture. 

 The new fighting methods of the Zulu were copied and spread to other regions by the 

migrants. 

 A lot of cattle were stolen from the neighboring communities by the Zulu. 

 The societies that lost cattle and other forms of wealth to the Zulu became poor. 

GENERAL PROBLEMS FACED BY THE ZULU STATE 

 The problems started right from the time of Shaka up to the period of Cetewayo and 

problems were social, political and economic 

 Shaka’s harsh rule forced some of his military generals (Indunas) to run away from his 

state which weakened the Zulu army e.g. Zwagendaba of the Ngoni and Mzilikazi of the 

Ndebele. 

 There was lack of cultural unity in the Zulu empire since most of the people were just 

conquered and absorbed by force. 



 The death of Shaka’s mother who was called Nandi brought a lot of misery since shaka 

put a lot of restrictions and killed the people who broke such restrictions 

 The killing of Shaka himself in 1828 created a lot of instability in the Zulu state. 

 Dingane conflicted with his brother Mhlangane and the chief induna, Mbhopa for 

leadership which greatly divided the Zulu state. 

 Dinagne and Mpande were not militaristic enough hence ignored the military regiments 

which greatly weakened the Zulu army. 

 After the death of Shaka many of the conquered areas started demanding for their 

independence hence increased rebellions in the Zulu empire. 

 When Dinagne tried to acquire guns from the Whites, he exposed the Zulu state to 

European imperialism i.e. there was increased European influence on the Zulu state 

which also weakened her. 

 Neighboring people or states like Swazi and Shangane copied the Zulu military tactics 

and started using them against the Zulu. 

 The Boers continued to be a threat to the Zulu state when they came during the great trek 

and started interfering with Zulu politics. 

 When the Boers came, they had better fighting weapons than the Zulu i.e. had guns 

compared to the Assegai. 

 The influence of the Christian missionaries created divisions among the Zulu. 

 Some of the Zulu leaders started allying with the Boers which divided the Zulu people i.e. 

Mpande. 

 The defeat of the Zulu by the Boers at the battle of Blood River of 1838 led to loss of 

large pieces of land and large numbers of cattle. 

 Population in the Zulu land was rapidly increasing yet the land was greatly limited 

 The coming of the British during the scramble and partition greatly weakened the 

independence of the Zulu state. 

 The discovery of minerals in the interior made many Zulu youths to run aways to the 

mines hence weakening the Zulu military regiments 

 Some of the neighboring state that hated the Zulu allied with the whites to fight the Zulu 

i.e. the Swazi. 

 The Anglo Zulu wars of 1879 greatly weakened the Zulu state and almost marked the 

complete downfall of the empire of the Zulu. 

 The exiling of  Cetewayo in 1879 who was the Zulu king became a big problem for the 

Zulu state to choose a successor.  



 After being defeated in 1879, the Zulu state was divided into 13 principalities 

(chiefdoms) of which two were given white chiefs. 

 The whites or British started choosing the chiefs to rule the Zulu principalities which 

greatly weakened the Zulu state. 

FACTORS FOR THE DOWN FALL OR COLLAPSE OF THE ZULU STATE 

 The Zulu state collapsed in the 19th century and the reasons for its decline were social, 

political and economic 

 The conquered states started demanding for their independence after the death of Shaka 

which greatly undermined the stability of the state. 

 The Zulu state lacked cultural unity though Shaka tried to enforce one culture and 

language but this only worked during his time 

 The conquered people had no loyalty to the Zulu leaders because Shaka had killed their 

leaders, abolished their customs and cultures. 

 The death of Shaka himself which came as a surprise partly led to the collapse of the Zulu 

state because he had not groomed a successor. 

 The leaders who assumed power after Shaka had disputes or quarrels among themselves 

which greatly weakened the Zulu state  

 The coming of the Boers towards the Zulu land during the great trek partly contributed to 

the downfall of the state i.e. they had stronger weapons  

 The Boers defeated the Zulu at the battle of Blood River of 1836 forcing Dingane to 

surrender Natal province to them hence reducing on the size of the Zulu state  

 The Boers also imposed a fine of 17,000 herds of cattle from the Zulu which weakened 

the economic strength of the Zulu state. 

 The appearance of the British during the period of scramble and partition of South Africa 

undermined the independence of the Zulu state 

 The British looked at the Zulu state as a major obstacle in achieving their objectives of 

controlling the interior tribes of South Africa. 

 The state or tribes that were neighbors to the Zulu started copying Shaka’s military tactics 

which they employed against the Zulu. 

 Outbreak of frequent rebellions in the kingdom especially from members of the royal 

family. 

 Dingane’s failure to acquire guns from the Boer trekkers left the Zulu state weak and at 

mercy of the Boers. 



 The Zulu state also had poor relationship with the neighboring tribes hence none came to 

help her when she was attacked by the whites 

 The killing of over 7000 people for failing to properly mourn after the death of Nandi 

also partly weakened the state. 

 The Zulu state rose as a consquest state hence was generally loose and could not last for 

long. 

 The unbearable conditions created by Shaka’s compaigns and the Mfecane caused many 

people to run away from the state. 

 The running away of strong military commanders or Indunas like Zwangendaba and 

Mzilikazi who led their people from Zulu land to East and Central Africa. 

 Absence of strong leadership especially after the death of Shaka where by Dingane and 

Mpande were generally weak leaders. 

 The coming of missionaries and their activities in Zulu land undermined the strength of 

the state. 

 Outbreak of natural calamities especially long droughts causing water shortages 

undermined the pastoral activities of the Zulu. 

 The long droughts would be followed by famine which also greatly weakened the state. 

 The discovery of minerals in the interior made many youths from the army to go and 

work in the mines. 

 Shaka’s successors inherited an exhausted group of people who were generally tired of 

wars 

 Abandoning of age regiments by Shaka’s successors left an idle and dangerous army 

which was hard to control and they started looting their own people 

 Outbreak of epidermic diseases that attacked both people and their animals greatly 

weakened the state. 

 Constant raids from neighboring tribes especially the Ndebele and Tlokwa against the 

Zulu state greatly weakened the state 

 There was false belief that the state was united yet they just feared Shaka and this became 

evident when he died. 

 The defeat of the Zulu by the British at the battle of Ulundi in 1879 was the final blow of 

the Zulu state  

 The leaders who came after Shaka were generally weak i.e. Dingane 1829 – 1840, 

Mpande 1840 – 1872 and Cetewayo 1873 – 1884. 



THE BATTLE OF ISANDHLWANA AND THE BATTLE OF ULUNDI, 1879 

(ANGLO ZULU WARs OF 1879) 

 The wars took place between the Zulu and the British  

 The Zulu were led by their King called Cetewayo while the British were led by Sir Bartle 

Frere. 

 Two wars were fought between the two groups within one year i.e. the battle of 

Isandhlwana and the battle of Ulundi  

 The wars were caused by Cetewayo’s desire to revive Zulu military culture or glory 

which greatly worried the British. 

 Cetewayo had revived the system of age regiments which greatly increased Zulu 

nationalism and this was opposed by the British. 

 By 1877, the Zulu had about 30,000 armed men ready for war which greatly worried the 

British. 

 The Zulu had also come up with anti European war songs which greatly worried the 

British. 

 The wars were also fought because Cetewayo wanted to protect Zulu independence that 

was threatened by the British  

 Outbreak of drought and famine among the Zulu which made them raid the whites also 

led to the outbreak of wars. 

 Because of the rumors that Zulu had killed the White missionaries who were operating in 

Zulu land. 

 Also because the British feared that the Zulu would any time attack Natal and Transvaal 

hence wanted to stop such Zulu attacks. 

 Also because of land alienation or loss of land to the whites which had left many Zulu 

landless. 

 Because of population growth hence many Zulu youths had no land and wanted to get 

back the Natal Province which was Zulu land. 

 The British had promised to help the Zulu during conflicts with the Boers especially over 

the Blood River territory but instead sided with the Boers which greatly annoyed the 

Zulu. 



 The Zulu who lived in the Blood river territory (Natal) were heavily taxed which they 

hated hence fighting the British. 

 Because of the increasing British imperialism and desire to dominate over the Africans 

i.e. British desire to colonize all South Africa. 

 Because both Cetewayo and Sir Bartle Frere were big headed, uncompromising and 

undiplomatic. 

 Because of disrespect of African leaders by the Whites or British who had settled in 

Natal. 

 Because of the long term suspicion, mistrust and enmity between the Zulu and the White 

groups. 

 Because two adulterous Zulu women had escaped to British Natal but were followed up 

and murdered by Zulu youths which greatly annoyed the British. 

 The British wanted to get friendship of Transvaal or Boers by fighting and killing the 

Boer enemies. 

 It was because Sir Bartle Frere had ordered the Zulu to disarm which they refused hence 

war. 

 Because of the failure of the negotiation between the two groups which left war as the 

only solution. 

 Because Cetewayo was generally a proud man and always refused British orders. 

 Because the British had attacked the Zulu in January 1879 but were defeated which left 

them unsatisfied. 

 Also because in July 1879 the British had reorganized the army hence attacked the Zulu 

capital Ulundi, burnt it down forcing the Zulu to weaken. 

EFFECTS OF THE WARS 

 The British were defeated by the Zulu at the Battle of Isandhlwana. 

 However, the Zulu were finally defeated by the British at the Battle of Ulindi 

 The Zulu eventually lost their independence 

 It marked the disintegration or falling apart of the Zulu state 

 Cetewayo and other Zulu traditional leaders lost their powers. 

 Cetewayo was taken as a prisoner of war and exiled in disgrace. 



 Cetewayo was eventually taken to London as a prisoner in 1882 

 There was great loss of lives especially among the Zulu. 

 There was also wide spread depopulation among the Zulu due to loss of lives  

 There was wide spread destruction of property like crops and houses. 

 The Zulu lost more land to the Whites and many Zulu youths ran to the mines especially 

after the discovery of more minerals. 

 There was outbreak of famine because no farming would take place during the months of 

war 

 The wars led to displacement of people who were running away from the conflicts 

 There was wide spread misery and suffering especially among the Zulu 

 The British appointed different leaders for the 13 units and started interfering with the 

Zulu politics directly 

 Two of the 13 units were put under white chiefs 

 Cetewayos son called Dinizulu who succeeded him was just allowed to act as chief of the 

small chiefdom of the Basuto 

 The wars greatly increased zulu nationalism and their desire to fight the British again 

 The wars therefore laid a foundation and became one of the causes of the future 

Bambatha rebellion of 1906 

 Boer soldiers led by lucas meyer after installing Dinizulu, took about half of the 

remaining Zulu land 

 The British were forced to bring back Cetewayo to Zulu land but he had no more 

authority 

 Cetewayo lived in one of the reserves and later died a rejected man in 1884 

THE BAMBATHA REBELLION 1906 

 The Bambatha rebellion was staged by the Zulu in the reserve of Zondi. 

 The rebellion was led by Bambatha against British rule 

 The causes of the rebellion were long term and short term  

 The causes were also political, economic and social  

 The rebellion took place during the reign of Dini Zulu as King. 



 It was due to the dismissal of Bambatha as chief because he had failed to pay taxes to the 

British. 

 It was also partly caused by exiling of Cetewayo who had been king of the Zulu 

 Also because of the dividing up of the Zulu kingdom into 13 small units which greatly 

annoyed the Zulu 

 It was because of the desire by the Zulu to regain their lost independence. 

 Because of the imposition of a tax of 1 pound per head which was too heavy for the poor 

Zulu. 

 Also due to brutal methods used by the British while collecting taxes  

 It was also due to the forced labour on the Africans who lived in the towns 

 Due to the rise of British imperialism i.e. wanting to control the whole of South Africa 

which the Zulu opposed. 

 Due to land alienation which left many Zulu land less i.e. only living in the infertile 

reserves 

 The Zulu also hated abuse of African culture by the white missionaries i.e. 

deculturalisation. 

 The British soldiers in Zulu land always grabbed the cattle of the natives which greatly 

hurt the Zulu. 

 Also due to the racial segregation which was practiced by the British whereby they 

treated the Zulu as second class citizens in their own land. 

 It was due to the outbreak of famine which made the Zulu raid the British for food 

leading to outbreak of war. 

 Also due to the outbreak of diseases like rinderpest which made the Zulu accuse the 

British of bringing the disease to kill their animals. 

 The British made the situation worse by ordering the killing of all infected animals which 

greatly annoyed the Zulu cattle keepers. 

 It was also due to the influence of Ethiopian Church which preached that Africa was for 

Africans only. 

 Also because the British treated Dinizulu as a mere herdsman instead of king of the Zulu. 

 Also because in 1877, the British had allowed Natal to take over control of the affairs of 

the Zulu land which the Zulu hated. 



 Also because of the occurrence of two wars between the British and the Boers which 

made the Zulu believe that the British were weak and tired of fighting. 

 The Zulu were also partly encouraged by their earlier victory over the British i.e. at the 

battle of Isandhlwana. 

EFFECTS OF THE REBELLION 

 The Zulu were again defeated by the British  

 The Zulu lost their independence completely 

 There was loss of lives of many people especially Africans. 

 There was wide spread depopulation due to loss of lives. 

 There was wide spread destruction of property in the area. 

 There was wide spread poverty among the Zulu due to disruption of their economy 

 There was increase in famine among the Zulu. 

 There was outbreak of other epidemic diseases which killed more people. 

 Africans lost more land to the whites hence became more crowded in the reserves. 

 Many other African political leaders were arrested as they were suspected of supporting 

the rebellion. 

 The British increased their racial discrimination against the Africans. 

 The Zulu traditional leaders lost their authority and the Zulu state was ruthlessly 

subjugated or crashed. 

 There was total decline of the Zulu economy especially trade and agriculture. 

 Africans lost more cattle to the whites as their animals were taken by force. 

 The British administration of Zulu land became more rough and more strict i.e. denied the 

Africans their basic political rights 

 The local Africans lost trust in their traditional leaders and beliefs and hence many turned 

to Christianity. 

 The rebellion partly encouraged formation of African national congress (ANC) in 1912. 

 The British learnt a lesson to respect Africans and after some time changed some of their 

administration methods for the better. 

QN: DESCRIBE THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF DINGSWAYO FOR THE MTHEHWA 

BEFORE 1817 

 Dingswayo was the son of Job who was a chief of the Mthethwa 

 Dingswayo grew up at his fathers palace as a Mthethwa 



 However, he later conspired to assassinate his father and gain leadership 

 When the plot was discovered,Dingswayo fled to the land of the Hlubi 

 He returned to the land of the Mthethwa after the death of his father in 1797 and 

overthrew his brother Mawewa from the throne 

 Dingswayo eventually declared himself king of the Mthethwa 

 Mawewa had fled but was tricked to return and was later killed by Dingswayo 

 While in exile, Dingswayo gained a lot of military experience from a European called 

Robert Cohen 

 He was taught how to ride a horse and use a gun 

 When he came to power, he concentrated on protecting his people against attacks by 

Zwide of the Ndwandwe 

 Dingswayo did this through building a strong army for his young Mthethwa state 

 He introduced a system of age regiments which he called Ntanga 

 He ensured tha each regiment had its own type of spears and shields 

 At first his army was not permanent but could be mobilized for war very easily 

 He also abolished the traditional ceremonies of initiation 

 He recruited the young boys of initiation age into military regiments 

 His military regiments were formed basing on age 

 These age regiments encouraged trible unity since the members fought together and 

shared common experiences 

 Also through the age regiments,Dingswayo strengthened tribal loyalty towards the centre 

and military efficiency 

 Dingswayo appointed Induns to command the different regiments 

 Dingswayo used the military regiments to extend his dominion 

 Dingswayo defeated his neighbors and made them subordinates(subjects) to his rule 

 However, he allowed the conquered people to retain their chiefs eg senzangakona 

remained chief of the Zulu 

 Dingswayo aimed at uniting the conflicting tribes under a single paramount ruler 

 During his rule,Dingswayo was generally linient to his enemies to the extent that he 

would give them their lost cattle 

 Digswayo absorbed many conquered people into his army by creating alliances 

 He greatly expanded the Mthethwa state to a radius of about 200 miles 

 Dingswayo married from diffrerent clans to encourage social unity 

 He created friendly relations with the Europeans at cape Delagoa 



 He encouraged trade with the Europeans whereby he imported European goods and 

encouraged his subjects to copy and use them 

 Dingswayo developed the hides and skins industry in his area 

 He developed a system of promoting people based on merit eg He promoted Shaka to 

become an Induna at an early age 

 Dingswayo groomed Shaka for future leadership of the Zulu and the zulu people 

 Dingswayo was killed in 1818 by chief Zwide and his skull was taken to decorate the hut 

of Zwides mother 

PROBLEMS FACED BY DINGSWAYO 

 There were severe wars fought with the neighboring chiefs eg Zwide of the Ndwandwe 

and sobhuza of the Ngwane 

 He faced a problem of family conflicts i.e. He came to power after murdering/killing 

Mawewa who was the true successor to his father 

 Shaka was too ambitious and anxious for power hence a problem to Dingswayo 

 Shaka deliberately betrayed dingswayo to the enemy 

 The elimination of sobhuza left Dingswayo face to face with Zwide 

 Land conflicts cameup due to the increasing population 

 He lacked a standing army to protect the Mthethwa independence against Zwide 

 Dingswayo had no council to advise him but just relied on traditional and military leaders 

 His worriers remained largely indisciplined 

 His method of allowing the conquered people to remain with their chiefs weakened 

loyalty towards the centre 

 He was also wounded while trying to assassinate his father 

 His state had many tribes making it hard to enforce genuine/real tribal unity 

 His spears with long handle were a problem since they would be thrown to the enemy 

who would later use them against the Mthethwa 

 It was always difficult for the active soldiers to carry many spears for battle 

 His soldiers always carried a bigger and heavier shield which made mobility hard 

 He took long to adopt permanent regiments which encouraged the Ndwandwe to raid him 

 His enemies like Zwide and Sobhuza kept on copying his reforms like regiments,abolition 

of circumcision e.t.c 

DEFENSIVE STATES 

 Due to the Mfecane, some tribes moved away from the area around Zulu land. 



 Such tribes wanted to escape from the bigger and stronger neighbors especially the Zulu. 

 However, some tribes remained in South Africa but united to form strong defensive 

states. 

 Examples included 

 Basuto who formed the Sotho state 

 Ndebele who formed the Ndebele state 

 Ngwane or Swazi who formed the Swazi state 

 The Pedi who formed the Pedi state. 

 MAP SHOWING MFECANE AND THE NEW BLACK STATES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BASUTO STATE OR THE SOTHO STATE 

ORIGINS 

 The Sotho nation was composed of the Sotho people. 

 The Basuto state is nowadays known as Lesotho. 

 It was founded by Moshesh who ruled from 1815 – 1870. 



 Moshesh was born around 1786 to Mokachane who was a minor chief of the Kwena 

people. 

 Moshesh belonged to the Makoteli clan. 

 He became a reknown figure during the period of the Mfecane because he was a 

notorious cattle rustler or raider. 

 His name meant shaver because he used to shave the captured cattle 

 He also had extra ordinary qualities i.e. was generally quick witted and very intelligent. 

 By 1815, he had started building his Basuto state  

 Before establishing his state, the area was occupied by Nguni speakers called Puthi. 

 He also brought together several small tribes to set up his own Basuto state i.e. united the 

Basuto, Ngwane, Tlokwa, Hlubi etc. 

 He set up his first capital at a place called Butha Buthe after defeating the Tlokwa but due 

to constant attacks from the Tlokwa, Matantes, he shifted his capital to another place 

called Thaba Bosiu. 

 Moshesh convinced other groups in the area to become subject or vessel states under his 

control. 

 He set up several headquarters around the kingdom and put them under his relatives to act 

as spies on the people there. 

 In 1853, he defeated a combined force of the Tlokwa and Korana hence removing the 

biggest threat to his young Basuto state. 

 He also used diplomacy, marriage alliances, bribery, peace and patience in order to unite 

the various tribes into a strong state. 

 He also welcomed refugees from different areas into his young Basuto state. 

 Moshesh used to give such refugees land and cattle to encourage them to settle in the 

area. 

 The smaller and weaker groups would be ruled directly by Moshesh through his relatives. 

 However, the big and strong tribes would be left under control of their chiefs as long as 

they accepted Moshesh’s authority and paid tributes to him. 

 He also set up his capitalson mountain tops for defense purposes. 

 To stop attacks from the strong neighbors like the Zulu, he used to send them gifts. 

 Also in 1821, Moshesh tricked Shaka to help him defeat the Tlokwa and the Ngwane. 

 He also used to distribute captured land and cattle to his people in order to buy their 

loyalty. 



 He also encouraged many other refugees who had run away during the Mfecane to the 

cape to come back and join him e.g. the Thembu, Rolong, Korana etc. 

 He also invited the missionaries like the Paris missionaries, Wesleyan missionaries etc 

and theses became his advisors. 

 He married from almost every clan and tribe in order to buy their loyalty and to increase 

unity in the state. 

 He acquired guns and horses to increase on his military strength. 

 He also fought and repelled attacks from the Boers especially after 1836. 

 He also signed peace treaties with the British and the Boers to avoid war with his young 

state 

 He formed a council known as Pitso where the Basuto would meet and discuss problems 

affecting their state which promoted democracy. 

 He died in 1870 having struggled to maintain independence of his state. 

FACTORS FOR THE GROWTH OF THE BASUTO STATE 

 The state was small in size hence easy to defend and administer effectively. 

 Also due to the courageous leadership of Moshesh who was a great mobilizer. 

 Good relationship between the Basuto state and their neighbors reduced the causes of 

attacks and external migration or emigration. 

 Acquisition of guns through trade with the whites at the Delagoa Bay greatly increased 

Basuto military strength. 

 Moshesh bred his own type of horses called the Basuto pony that greatly boosted his 

army through having a strong Calvary. 

 The marriage alliances encouraged by Moshesh which reduced hostility from other tribes 

i.e. married from every clan and tribe which also encouraged unity. 

 The coming of missionaries who acted as advisors to Moshesh. 

 Moshesh’s policy of welcoming all refugees increased the population of the young 

Basuto state. 

 More people or increase in population meant more men for his army hence increased 

military strength. 

 Presence of natural defence barriers especially mountain tops where Moshesh set up his 

capitals. 

 Strategic location of the Basuto state good for trade and defense. 



 Moshesh’s policy of diplomacy where he avoided unnecessary wars i.e. even asked for 

forgiveness from the British after defeating them. 

 The kingdom had a strong economy based on Agriculture hence enough food supplement 

with animal rearing. 

 The policy of leaving the strong conquered tribes to be ruled by their chiefs which 

reduced the chances of rebellion. 

 The policy of distributing captured cattle and land to his people increased their loyalty to 

the young state. 

 He also set up strong spy network around the kingdom by using his relatives. 

 Occurance of the Mfecane that supplied the young state with refugees hence increasing 

the population. 

 Setting up of the Pitso council that promoted internal democracy and allowed people to 

discuss problems affecting their state. 

 The strong spirit of nationalism 

 Existence of the weak tribes that were found in the area e.g. Hlubi, Ngwane, Korana, 

Mafokeng 

 Bribing of Shaka to destroy the Tlokwa who used to disturb the young Basuto state. 

 Relatively good climate  

 Fairly fertile soils that encouraged agriculture. 

ORGANISATION OF THE BASUTO STATE 

POLITICALLY 

 Had a centralized system of administration 

 It was under the rule of a king and most prominent was Moshesh. 

 The system to the succession of the throne was hereditary. 

 The state was made up of the original Sotho as the main group. 

 The state also had very many refugees who were running away from the Mfecane and this 

formed a second class of people. 

 The state was a loose confederation of semi independent chiefdoms  

 Moshesh placed the small defeated refugee groups under chiefs appointed by him. 

 The large defeated refugee groups were always left to remain under their leaders as long 

as they paid tribute to Moshesh. 

 Most of the chiefs came from Moshesh’s family. 



 The state also had a public assembly called the Pitso council that was attended by the old 

chiefs and was chaired by Moshesh. 

 The council discussed important matters affecting the state hence promoting internal 

democracy. 

 Disputes between chiefs were always solved by the council  

 All adult men were free to attend the council. 

 The council was also used to check on the powers of the chiefs and also prevented 

dictatorship by the king. 

 The political unity and sense of nationalism were highly encouraged 

 Moshesh used diplomacy and peace as tools of his administration. 

 Fighting of enemies was always done as the last resort when peaceful means had failed. 

 Moshesh always used to send gifts to buy peace from the strong neighbors or enemies 

like Shaka. 

 The state did not have  a standing army  

 The age regiments could easily be called upon and mobilized to protect the state. 

 Family members acted as spies on the conquered chiefs. 

ECONOMICALLY 

 The state practiced a mixed economy characterized by growing of crops and rearing of 

animals. 

 Cattle keeping was the major economic activity in the state. 

 The king had a system of loaning cows to the refugee groups to increase animal stock. 

 Land belonged to the community but the king was regarded as the custodian of all the 

land. 

 The state carried out growing of crops for food especially maize. 

 They also carried out hunting of animals for meat, hides and skins. 

 The kingdom also got tributes from other conquered states and the whites whereby they 

imported guns through the Delagoa Bay. 

SOCIALLY 

 The state had a diverse culture because it was a collection of different groups of people 

 Marriage was generally polygamous and Moshesh himself had more than 100 wives. 

 Marriage alliances were also encouraged to strengthen unity  

 The Basuto were divided into clans. 

 The Basuto generally carried out initiation ceremonies. 



 They were also divided into age groups and these were used to form age regiments. 

 They practiced worshipping of ancestral spirits. 

 The Basuto used to have beer parties hence drinking of alcohol was widespread. 

PROBLEMS FACED BY THE BASUTO STATE IN THE 19TH CENTURY 

 A lot of lawlessness since the state was made up of many refugees i.e. many bandits and 

cannibals. 

 The original Sotho always wanted revenge against the cannibals and other bandits which 

caused very many rebellions and conflicts. 

 Attacks from the notorious Tlokwa which forced Moshesh to abandon his first capital of 

Butha Buthe and transfer to Thaba Bosiu. 

 Transferring from Butha Buthe to Thaba Bosiu was hard i.e. many people including 

Moshesh’s grandfather were all eaten by animals. 

 Moshesh always had to bribe the strong neighbors to buy peace hence lost a lot of cattle 

i.e. Shaka, matiwane, Mzilikazi etc 

 The Ngwane under Matiwane attacked the young Basuto state in 1827. 

 Many refugees kept on flocking in the Basuto land from Natal hence need for more land 

and cattle to resettle them. 

 Also many Sotho who had been working for the whites at the cape kept coming back to 

Basuto state hence need for more land. 

 The Griqualand Korana got guns from the Europeans and always attacked the young 

Basuto state. 

 The white missionaries became a problem when they told him to give away land to the 

Rolong tribe who were his enemies. 

 The coming of the Boers during the great trek and they settled North of river Orange from 

where they started claiming some of Basuto land. 

 The Napier treaty of 1823 gave away a lot of Basuto land to the Boers. 

 Chief Moroka of the Rolong always stole land from the Basuto state 

 Creating a strong united state was a problem because the area had many tribes with 

different customs and traditions. 

 The chiefs of the different tribes kept on holding to their authority hence there was no 

strong unity in the state. 

 The British allowed the Boers to claim any Basuto land if they could pay for it. 



 The British officer called warden gave lot of Basuto land to the Boers which created more 

conflicts. 

 The British also refused Moshesh from having any jurisdiction or control over the Boers 

and ordered him to refer all European cases to the British resident officer at 

Bloemfontein. 

 The Bloemfontein convention of 1854 which created the Orange Free State near Basuto 

land created problems for the state. 

 In 1858, the Boers led by their president attacked the Basuto state and almost captured the 

capital Thaba Bosiu. 

 In 1865, the Boers under their president JH Brand attacked the Basuto land. 

 As Moshesh grew old, his sons started quarrelling over succession hence divisions in the 

Basuto ruling family. 

 The British government in 1871 surrendered the Basuto land affairs to the cape 

government which Moshesh hated. 

 The prime minister at the cape soon issued a law which required all Basuto to surrender 

their guns leading to conflicts (war of the guns 1880 – 1881) 

 The outbreak of the war of the guns of 1880 created problems to the Basuto state. 

 The British always helped the Tlokwa and Rolong to fight the Basuto  

 The British also helped Moshesh’s brother Poshuli to attack the Basuto state. 

 

 

HOW MOSHESH TRIED TO SOLVE THE PROBLEMS 

 He married from many tribes to encourage national unity. 

 He used missionaries as his advisors on European issues. 

 He acquired guns for his army in order to fight the enemies  

 He also adopted a policy of generosity i.e. giving land and cattle to his enemies to buy 

peace. 

 He also adopted a policy of trickery i.e. tricked Shaka to destroy Matiwane of the 

Ngwane who was a strong enemy. 

 He bred his own type of horses called the Basuto Pony which made him to have a strong 

army (Calvary) 

 He set up his head quarters on mountain tops which were secure from attacks. 

 He encouraged trade with the outsiders to reduce on the poverty of his people. 



 He welcomed all refugees who were willing to respect, follow the Basuto culture. 

 He signed a number of treaties with the whites to promote peace in the area. 

 Even after defeating the whites in the war, he wrote an apology requesting them never to 

attack Basuto land any more. 

 He also persuaded the Basuto to forgive the cannibals and those later became his greatest 

supporters  

 He also apologized to Mzilikazi to avoid further conflicts  

 He put family spies to check on the activities of his chiefs. 

 He set up several headquarters around the kingdom to keep him informed about the 

different areas 

 He asked for protection from the British to take over control of Basuto land other than the 

Boers. 

 He allowed the British to declare a protectorate over basuto land in 1868. 

 He resettled refugees at the border of the kingdom where they fought hard not to be 

displaced again. 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF MOSHESH FOR BASUTO STATE 

 He is remembered as one of the greatest African leaders of the 19th century. 

 He was born around 1786 to Mokachane a minor chief of the Kwena and belonged to 

Makoteli clan. 

 He rose to prominence during the time of Mfecane. 

 He grew up as a man of ambition, intelligent, foresighted and a reknown cattle rustler. 

 By 1815, he had started building the Sotho or Basuto state by laying a firm foundation. 

 He successfully led the Basuto state during hard times of Mfecane. 

 He protected the Basuto state from European colonization for a long time. 

 He protected the independence of the young Basuto state from the African tribes, Boers 

and the British. 

 He greatly expanded the Basuto state after moving its capital to Thabo Bosiu 

 He created unity among the many tribes to form the Basuto state and this unity continued 

even after his death. 

 He ensured peace in the multi tribal state and there was no major revolt against him for 

over 40 years. 

 He created a strong army for the Basuto state. 

 He equipped the army with modern weapons of the time which he got from trading with 

the whites. 



 He bred his own horses called the Basuto pony for quick and easy movement hence 

creating a strong army 

 He encouraged one language and one culture for the Basuto state. 

 He stopped the Boers from taking over the Basuto state 

 He avoided wars by signing peace treaties with the whites. 

 He encouraged trade with the whites which developed the economy of the Basuto state 

 He restored law and order in the area that had only lawlessness. 

 He constructed the first capital for the young Basuto state. 

 Because the first capital was insecure, he constructed a new safer capital at Thabo Bosiu. 

 He encouraged European civilization by allowing missionary activities in his state 

 He also allowed the missionaries to act as his personal advisors on European matters. 

 He strengthened the economy of the Basuto state by giving out land and cattle to his 

people. 

 He used diplomacy by giving gifts and tributes to potential powerful leaders such as 

Shaka and Mzilikazi to stop them from attacking him 

 He also encouraged many people who came from the Cape to join his state like the 

Rolong, Thembu and Korona. 

 When the Tlokwa joined the Mitiwane and attacked him in 1881, he fought and defeated 

them.  

 He later welcomed the British who took over the Basuto state in 1868. 

MOSHESH RELATIONS WITH THE WHITES 

 He came into contact with 3 groups of whites i.e. missionaries, Boers and the British. 

 The first group of whites to reach his land were missionaries of Paris Evangelical society 

and were soon followed by others from the Wesleyan society. 

 The missionaries asked for land and permission to spread Christianity in his land which 

he granted. 

 He even made some of the missionaries his advisors over European issues. 

 Later, the trek Boers appeared in the areas neighboring Basuto land. 

 The Boer trekkers asked for temporary permission to graze their animals in Moshesh’s 

land until they could move on. 

 Moshesh granted the permission and even appointed a white chief among them. 

 The Boers soon started building permanent houses and regarded the land as theirs. 

 They also later refused to recognize Moshesh’s authority over them. 



 As a man of peace, Moshesh appealed to the British to intervene in the conflict. 

 The British sent their officer called Napier to settle the conflicts between the Boers and 

Moshesh. 

 The Napier treaty of 1843 gave away some of the Basuto land to the Boers. 

 Napier also gave some of the Basuto land to chief Moroka  

 Moshesh also asked the British governor at the cape for British protection over Basuto 

land. 

 The British even posted a resident officer at Bloemfontein to try and solve the conflicts 

between the Boers and Basuto. 

 The officer refused Moshesh any authority over the whites. 

 He also ordered Moshesh to refer any European cases to the British officer. 

 As man of peace Moshesh decided to give away the land between river Orange and river 

Caledon to the Boers as bribe to get them away from the Basutoland. 

 But many of the Boers who had settled deep in Basuto land refused to move to the new 

territory. 

 In 1848, the new governor of the cape called Sir Harry Smith created a barrier between 

the Basuto and the Boers and called it Orange Free State. 

 The British also sent a new officer called major warden to Bloemfontein to solve the land 

conflicts. 

 Major Warden set up a commission to solve the conflicts but only included Boers not 

Basuto. 

 In 1849, the Warden line was drawn giving away 32 km of Basuto land to the Boers 

hence increased conflicts. 

 The Basuto always raided the Boers, stole their cattle and destroyed their property. 

 When the Boers attacked the Basuto, the Boers were defeated at the battle of Berea. 

 Even major warden who attacked the Basuto was defeated with his forces. 

 The British sent Major Cathcart and Major Green with special orders to defeat the Basuto. 

 The British also armed the Tlokwa under Sekonyela to attack the Basuto but both were 

defeated. 

 Major Cathcart asked Moshesh to pay a fine of 10,000 cattle for defeating and 

humiliating the British. 

 The Basuto only managed 3500 cattle and asked for more time but Major Cathcart 

declared war. 



 In December 1852, Major Cathcart and the British forces attacked Basuto land but they 

were again defeated. 

 As a man of peace, Moshesh wrote to the British requesting them to stop their attacks on 

Basuto land  

 In 1853, the British armed the Tlokwa and Rolong to attack the Basuto but were also 

defeated. 

 In 1858, the Boers of Orange Free State attacked Basuto land but were also defeated. 

 Moshesh had started growing old and his sons also started fighting for succession. 

 In 1865, the Boers led by their president invaded Basuto land and defeated the Basuto 

through burning all food stores. 

 Maoshesh asked missionaries to convince the British governor at the cape to declare a 

British protectorate over Basuto land. 

 In 1865, governor Wodehouse declared Basuto land a British protectorate hence ending 

the conflicts between Moshesh and the whites 

EFFECTS OF BASUTO CONTACT WITH THE WHITES 

 There was loss of lives on both sides as both Basuto and whites (British) were killed 

during the conflicts. 

 It led to wide spread depopulation on both sides as many people were killed. 

 There was forced migration and displacement of people. 

 There was outbreak of famine especially after the 1865 war 

 The raiding and counter raiding for animals created poverty on both sides. 

 There was also loss of cattle on both sides due to the raiding. 

 The conflicts created misery and suffering on both sides 

 Some tribes were destroyed for supporting the whites e.g. the Tlokwa in 1853 and the 

Rolong  

 Chief Sekonyera of the Tlokwa lost his authority after being defeated by Moshesh. 

 It encouraged formation of modern armies i.e. Moshesh brought guns and bred his own 

horses to deal with the pressure. 

 It increased hatred, suspicion and mistrust between the Africans and the whites 

 It increased British interest in the interior of South Africa under the excuse of creating 

peace. 

 They eventually annexed the Orange Free State which had the Boers. 

 The British were forced to change their officers due to military defeats by the Basuto. 



 It increased the fame of Moshesh and the Basuto after defeating the whites 

 The conflicts divided the Africans i.e. the Tlokwa and Rolong sided with the whites 

against fellow Africans. 

 The conflicts increased Boer nationalism and determination to fight the Basuto. 

 They also created divisions in the Basuto royal family whereby the whites armed 

Moshesh’s brother Pashuli to fight him. 

 The conflicts encouraged friendship between the Basuto and Puthi to fight the whites. 

 The contacts led to the British declaring a protectorate over Basuto land in 1868. 

 The Basuto and other tribes eventually lost their independence to the British. 

 The contacts with the whites partly encouraged outbreak of the war of guns of 1880. 

THE WAR OF GUNS (1880 TO 1881) 

 The war was fought between the Basuto and the British cape government. 

 It is also referred to as the war between the Basuto and the British of 1880 to 1881 or the 

Anglo Basuto war 

 It was the only armed African resistance that achieved positive results for the Africans. 

 The causes were political, social and economic. 

 The causes were also longterm and short term. 

 It was due to the leadership provided by chief Moorosi of the Puthi. 

 Also because he was later joined by Lerothodi who was the son of Letsie, the son of 

Moshesh. 

 It was also due to the long term mistrust and suspicion between the Africans and the 

whites. 

 Because of the occurance of the 1879 war where the Zulu had defeated the British i.e. the 

Basuto knew that the Basuto were weak. 

 Because of the arrest and imprisonment of Moorosi’s son who was charged with stealing 

a horse. 

 Because the whites always undermined African leaders i.e. would cane them in public. 

 Due to the rise of British imperialism i.e. wanted to colonize all area of southern Africa 

which was opposed by Africans hence conflicts. 

 The Basuto also opposed the British idea of federation of south African states  

 The Basuto hated being annexed by the cape colony but just wanted to be protected by 

the British government. 

 The Basuto wanted to protect their independence which was threatened by the whites. 



 Due to loss of land whereby the whites did not respect the customary land laws of the 

Puthi. 

 Also due to the death of Moshesh who was a diplomat and knew how to deal and 

negotiate with the whites. 

 Also because the British cape government had appointed white magistrates among the 

Puthi which they greatly hated. 

 Forced labour where by Puthi were sent to work on farms of whites at the cape which 

caused a lot of discontent. 

 Poor payment or low wages which were given to the Africans who worked for the whites 

 The introduction of the hut and gun tax also caused conflicts. 

 The peace preservation Act of 1878 which required the Africans to surrender their guns 

increased the conflicts (disarmament of the Africans) 

 Moorosi’s refusal to follow the instructions of disarmament became one of the immediate 

causes. 

 The killing of Moorosi with most of his kins in the British invasion greatly annoyed the 

Basuto who joined the rebellion. 

 British administration was generally harsh towards Africans which increased conflicts 

between the two groups. 

 This war was also called the war of disarmament 

EFFECTS 

 The effects were both positive, negative, political, economic, social, long term and short 

term. 

 The Africans emerged as winners of the war 

 There was wide spread loss of lives on both sides 

 There was depopulation on both sides. 

 The Basuto were allowed to keep their guns even without registering them. 

 It paved way for the British declaring a protectorate over Basuto land 

 The war partly increased Basuto nationalism and future struggle for independence. 

 The Basuto resorted to guerilla resistance using Griqua and Boer commando techniques 

i.e. laying ambushes and harassing British supply lines. 

 The war lasted for over seven months and greatly weakened the Basuto. 

 The war revived the old hostilities or divisions in the Moshesh royal family. 

 The war greatly helped to prepare the Basuto for the challenging future. 



 The war encouraged other African African rebellions  

 It created misery and suffering among the Basuto. 

 There was wide spread destruction of property i.e. homes, crop farms etc. 

 There was destruction of agriculture hence outbreak of famine. 

 There was also disruption of trade hence decline of revenue  

 Basuto land eventually survived Boer encroachment i.e. being taken over and dominated 

by the Boers. 

 Te war greatly humiliated the British as they failed to achieve their aim of disarming the 

Basuto. 

 There was loss of independence when in 1884 the British declared full protectorate over 

Basuto land. 

 There was wide displacement of people and many Africans were forced to live in reserves 

where the living conditions were unfavorable. 

 The war was generally expensive to the Africans hence economic decline of the Basuto. 

SOBHUZA AND THE SWAZI STATE 

Qn: Describe the origins of the Swazi state. 

 The Swazi state was also a defensive state that came into existence during the Mfecane. 

 The people who formed the Swazi state were generally known as the Ngwane 

 The Ngwane belonged to the Nkosi Dlamini clan of Nguni speakers 

 The Swazi state was founded by Sobhuza when he led his people northwards into the 

areas of Swaziland. 

 Sobhuza defeated the Nguni and Sotho clans who were in Swaziland. 

 Many more clans joined the Ngwane in Swaziland while running away from the Mfecane. 

 Sobhuza united all these people i.e. Ngwane, Nguni and Sotho to form the Swazi state. 

 He made the conquered chiefs to retain their powers but he maintained over all 

supervision. 

 Sobhuza welcomed all refugees to Swaziland and gave them land 

 He organized his people into age regiments and treated all the people fairly includssssing 

the soldiers. 

 He was also able to conquer all the tribes that had been disorganized by the Mfecane. 

 Mountains of Swaziland provided Sobhuza with natural defense from his enemies. 

 In order to strengthen his state and ensure its survival Sobhuza avoided wars with strong 

neighbors  



 He also used diplomacy to save his infant state i.e. used to send cattle to Shaka to stop 

him from attacking the Swazi state. 

 Sobhuza also married Zwide’s daughter to create friendship and stop Zwide from 

attacking his young state. 

FACTORS FOR THE EXPANSION OF THE SWAZI STATE 

 The state was small hence easy to control i.e. at first started with 10 subordinate clans. 

 Later, some Nguni and Sotho clans were annexed which increased the population of the 

young state. 

 At the height of Mfecane, 8 more clans joined Sobhuza making the state to grow. 

 The Shangane and Nguni gave the kingdom more people. 

 Sobhuza welcomed all refugees and looked after them well  

 Temporary age regiments were created which ensured law and order 

 The practice of allowing annexed tribes to keep their old chiefs also created peace in the 

kingdom. 

 The location advantage i.e. the Swazi nation was established in the Lebombo Mountains 

which ensured security. 

 Sobhuza also greatly emphasized diplomacy and avoided wars with the neighbors which 

ensured peace in the young nation 

 To the most powerful chiefs like Shaka, Sobhuza would give fat cows in order to ensure 

that they do not attack the Swazi state. 

 Sobhuza also donated beautiful virgin girls to Shaka in order to buy peace. 

 Sobhuza also married Zwide’s daughter in order to ensure peace from the Ndwandwe. 

 All the conquered tribes were treated equally and kindly which promoted peace in the 

young state. 

 The practice of assimilating the conquered youths into the age regiments greatly 

strengthened the Swazi army. 

 The bigger numbers of the new comers easily outnumbered the original inhabitants which 

ensured survival of the state 

 The Mfecane had greatly weakened the original inhabitants i.e. the  Nguni and Sotho 

hence accepted leadership of Sobhuza  

 Sobhuza also encouraged unity in the young state by forcing the Nguni culture on all the 

non Ngwane.  

 The state also developed due to the wise leadership of Sobhuza and later Mswati. 



 The alliance of the Swazi with the Europeans especially the Boers ensured peace with the 

young state. 

 The efficient system of succession kept out civil wars. 

 The creation of a confederacy greatly promoted peace in the young state. 

 The centralized system of administration started by Sobhuza and later promoted by 

Mswati ensured Unity. 

 The creation of a larger assembly and a council of elders greatly checked dictatorship that 

would be carried out by the kings. 

 The queen mother always provided good council to both the king and the parliament. 

 The fairly fertile soils in the area encouraged agriculture which ensured food security. 

 The trade between the young state and Europeans brought modern weapons which 

increased the defense of the state. 

 Presence of large deposits of iron ore which made it possible for the people to make 

implements for both agriculture and war. 

ORGANISATION OF THE SWAZI STATE DURING THE 19TH CENTURY 

 The Swazi nation was established during the Mfecane in the highlands of present day 

Swaziland. 

 The country now called Swaziland was originally peopled by a section of the Avambo 

people. 

 Sobhuza was a father of this nation up to 1840. 

 The people who formed the Swazi nation were originally known as the Ngwane. 

 However, his son and his successor Mswati was the popular leader. 

 It was mainly an agricultural nation. 

 They mainly grew cassava, yams and beans. 

 Initially,cattle keeping was important. 

 Later, however the Zulu raids made them drop pastoralism. 

 They traded with their neighbors. 

 They practiced iron working. 

 The king controlled all economic activities. 

 The Swazi were held together by clan and age regiments 

 Young boys looked after the king’s cows. 

 Initiation ceremonies were very much respected and age requirements were outcomes of 

the process. 



 The Swazi were a religious society  

 Te original Swazi known as Bomdzabu formed the first most privileged class. 

 The Emakhandzombali i.e. those found ahead became important after proving 

themselves. 

 Those absorbed later formed the third class. 

 The Swazi were highly centralized and had kings 

 The state was dominated by Mswati who ruled from 1840 – 1868. 

 Other kings included Sobhuza, Mbandazeni, Banu 

 At first it was a loose state which had many confederate states. 

 All the conquered chiefs retained their influence and power as long as they remained 

loyal to the king. 

 Sobhuza kept peace with neighbors especially Zwide and Shaka. 

 Marriage alliances were encouraged to diffuse tension  

 Sobhuza married Zwide’s daughter and Mswati was a product of such a union 

 Neighboring strong rulers like Shaka were given gifts  

 The throne was hereditary 

 The nation was divided into chieftainships  

 Chiefs came from the Ngwane central clans and central families  

 All chiefs were answerable to the king. 

 The king had powers to fire chiefs who became disloyal. 

 There were two councils that served as a parliament i.e. the inner council and larger 

council. 

 The inner council consisted of elders, chiefs and close friends 

 The larger council consisted of all circumcised men or adults. 

 The inner council discussed national affairs and advised the king 

 The larger assembly checked both the king and the chiefs  

 They had age regiments who served as a temporary army. 

 The institution of the queen mother was respected 

 This was because she was the official head of state  

 She had a lot of influence on the king (her son). 

 She acted as an advisor of the king when the king was young or in his absence. 

 The queen mother’s parish was the capital of the kingdom. 

 The king had a palace in every important town of the kingdom  

 The Swazi military system was greatly influenced by the Zulu system. 



 The use of stabbing spear and assimilation of the conquered people  

 The Swazi built age regiments to which men from all over the country belonged. 

 Majority of young men remained under authority of the chiefs  

 All the regiments were commanded by officers appointed by the king. 

 Conquered states were assimilated and became part of the larger state. 

ECONOMIC ORGANISATION 

 Economically, the Swazi were mainly cultivators and herders 

 Cattle were for both economic and ritual purposes 

 The Swazi carriedout iron working/black smithing 

 Some of the Swazi carried out hunting 

 They also carriedout fruit gathering 

 Corn was the staple food but they also grew other crops like sorghum, millet, yams, beans 

etc. 

 The king controlled all economic activities in the state 

 The Swazi carriedout trade with their neighbors during peaceful times 

 The Sotho gave the Swazi grains which they would use in times of war and drought 

 The Swazi carriedout profitable trade with the British of Natal through the Delagoa bay 

 They also carriedout trade with the Trek Boers of Transvaal through Kosi bay 

 The Swazi also carriedout raiding of the neighbors for cattle 

 There was communal ownership of land although the king was the overall controller of 

all land 

SOCIAL ORGANISATION 

 Socially the Swazi were grouped together into clans and age regiments 

 The Swazi kings and men were traditionally polygamous and the kings usually married 

more than 100 wives 

 However the wives were never got from the royal clan hence marriage was exogamous 

 People in the Swazi kingdom were encouraged to speak a similar language called Siswati 

which was closely related to Amazulu 

 The Swazi generally practiced the African Traditoinal Religion(ATR) 

 The king was regarded as the religious head 

 However,when the whitescame, the Swazi peoples life underwent changes like education 

and introduction of Christianity hence adopted western civilization 



RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN KING MSWATI AND THE EUROPEANS BETWEEN 

1840 AND 1868 

 Mswati was the son of Sobhuza produced by Zwides daughter 

 He succeeded his father in 1840 and ruled up to 1868 

 He greatly transformed the small Swazi state into a powerful kingdom in S.Africa 

  T was Mswati who gave the kingdom and was the most influencial of the Swazi kings 

 He initiated important political and initiatve reforms 

 During his rule, he initiated contacts with the whites i.e. both Boers and the British 

 The Boers wre very much interested in the fertile soils of Swaziland 

 Mswati welcomed the Boers and even set as side some land for Boer settlement 

 Mswati even appointed a white chief to rule over the Boers on his behalf 

 However the Boers refused to recognize Mswati’s authority over them 

 They also refused to be assimilated into the Swazi culture 

 Mswati also convinced his people to allow the Boers graze their animals in Swazi 

territory 

 He even made an alliance with the Boers in order to defeat the Poko in 1864 who were 

disturbing both the Swazi and the Boers 

 The Boer population kept on increasing which greatly worried Mswati and his people 

 The increased population led to increased conflicts between the two groups over land 

 The Boers became stubborn and started demanding for annexation of Swaziland 

 The British however refused to support the annexation due to economic reasons 

 The British appointed Sir Theophilus Shepstone to head a committee to try and solve the 

conflicts 

 Mswati died in 1868, having only managed to ensure a peace relation between the British 

and the Boers 

 On the other hand, the Transvaal Boers increased their interest in Swaziland because it 

gave them a direct trade route to the kosi bay 

 After Mswati’s death, the Boers took a mere direct interest in Swazi affairs 

 They started making plans to add it to Transvaal 

 This led to direct British intervation and annexation in1902 

WHY THE SWAZI NATION WAS ABLE TO SURVIVE UP TO 1810 

 The nation had become able and capable. 

 Conquered people were treated kindly e.g. they kept their chiefs as long as they were 

loyal to the centre. 



 The regiments defended the nation’s independence ably. 

 There was wide spread peace and unity which gave the nation more strengthening even 

the non Ngwane adopted their culture  

 Earlier leaders emphasized diplomacy over war. 

 Marriage alliances kept the nation together lessening fighting e.g. he married Zwide’s 

daughter stopping the Ndwandwe raids on him. 

 The trick of giving gifts to powerful leaders was used. 

 All well behaved refugees were welcomed and allowed to settle down. 

 Residing in mountains gave them a security edge over enemies (strategic location) 

 Settling refugees on the margins lessened rebellions and attacks. 

 Most neighbors of the Swazi nation were weak. 

 The nation had fertile soils that provided enough food  

 Democracy of two parliaments lessened conflicts. 

 The queen mother always provided wise counsel 

 Mswati allowed the Boers to move into Swaziland which provided an out let to the sea 

for the Boers. 

  Boer Mswati relationship remained cordial until his death in 1868. 

 Mswati appointed a white chief for the Boers in Swaziland. 

 Mswati also ensured peaceful relations with the British. 

 The good succession system which was hereditary promoted peace in the kingdom. 

 Promotion in the kingdom was based on merit. 

 The Swazi kingdom had modern weapons of the time. (guns for defense) 

WHY THE BRITISH ANNEXED SWAZILAND 

 Swaziland remained a free state after 1888 when King Mswati died. 

 After his death the Boers in Tranvaal started getting involved directly in the affairs of 

Swaziland. 

 It was because the provincial government setup to manage Swaziland after the death of 

Mbazani had failed which greatly weakened the British. 

 Because the queen Regents of Swaziland set the dedication to the British cape 

government requesting for production of then number of Boers in Swaziland had greatly 

increased 

 The Transvaal Boers had greatly got interested in the mines which attracted the Boers of 

British affech on. 



 The British force which built the Transvaal railway travel. 

 The British feared that the Germans who were building the Transvaal railway would 

eventually take over Swaziland yet the two were enemies. 

 The British greatly opposed the construction of the Transvaal railway and wanted to stop 

the outlet of the Transvaal republic 

 It was because of the failure of Sir Theopiles Shepstone and his committee to stop their 

conflicts that encouraged the British to take over control of the area. 

 The British wanted to protect the Africans whose land was being grabbed by the Boers 

and the British over Swaziland. 

 Also due to pressure from Swazi leader to the British for protection. 

 The outbreak of the second Anglo Boer war of 1899 in which the Boers were defeated 

provided the British with a chance of taking over Swaziland. 

 By 1910, Swaziland was a full British protectorate. 

MMZILIKAZI AND THE NDEBELE STATE 

 The Ndebele state was founded by Mzilikazi in the areas of Transvaal. 

 Mzilikazi was a son of Mashobane. 

 The Ndebele was a collection of many small tribes. 

 It was based on small Nguni tribe called the Kumara. 

 The Ndebele state also came up due to the disturbance of Mfecane. 

 The Kumara were first a tributary state or visual state. 

  Zwide suspected Mashobane of collaborating with Dingane and Mthethwa hence killed 

him. 

 He placed Mashobane’s young son Mzilikazi on the throne in 1818. 

 Mzilikazi setup the Ndebele state through raiding and defeating smaller states eg Pedi, 

Kabla, Twana and others. 

 He became the most outstanding Ndebele king because Zwide was unreliable. 

 Mzlikazi changed his alliance to shaka and became one of Shaka’s Induna. 

 Mzilikazi later disagreed with shaka over sharing war loot. 

 Mzilikazi escaped to the interior around 1820 and started his own state. 

 Mzilikazi set up his first base at Oliphant River in 1824. 

 The Ndebele defeated and assimilated many smaller states i.e. the Sotho tribe which they 

found in the area. 



 In 1825 Mzilikazi moved his people to the areas central of Transvaal. 

 He set his capital near the present day Netaria after defeating the Kwena. 

ORGANISATION OF THE NDEBELE STATE 

POLITICALLY 

 The Ndebele state was highly centralized. 

 Each regiment was led by a military leader called Induna. 

 Each regiment for young boys were settled in the village that also acted as a military port. 

 The young soldiers were not allowed to marry until they had proved themselves strong in 

the battle. 

 Before the young men actively participated in the war, they would look after the royal 

heads of cattle. 

 The young men and other families grew food for the active soldiers. 

 There was always a reserved army called Machada. 

 The boys captured from other tribes had to first act as weapon carriers. 

 As the boys grew older, they would be enlisted into the fighting regimes. 

 Thess princes made an aristocratic does but never actively participated in politics. 

 The Induna were always appointed from the commoners. 

 The Ndebele men were warriors and would easily be called upon to fight. 

 The king’s palace always got many delegations of lovers of the kingdom to deliver sports 

about their area. 

 The Ndebele soldiers would pass through the kingdom capturing cattle and killing those 

suspected of rebelling. 

 The king always fed and armed the army regiments. 

 The system of succession of the crown was hereditary. 

 The Ndebele kingdom was dominated by Mzilikazi who died in 1808 and succeeded by 

his son Lobengula. 

ECONOMICALLY 

 The Ndebele practiced mixed farming. 

 They practiced arable farming where they grew food crops. 

 Some Ndebele carried out some trade with neighboring African tribes. 

 Some of the Ndebele carried out pastoralism. 

 They also carried out raiding of neighboring cattle tribes. 



 The Ndebele also traded with the Boers and later the Portuguese in order to acquire guns. 

SOCIALLY 

 The Ndebele were divided into three groups of social classes (practical class system). 

 The first and highest class composed of Original Kumura. 

 The class was called Zani and maintained their Khumala language and culture. 

 The second class included those absorbed from Sotho and Tswana trines while the 

Ndebele were in Transvaal. 

 This class became to be known as Enbla. 

 The third class and lowest was composed of the shone who were conquered when 

Ndebele transferred to central Africa. 

 The Ndebele generally despised and under looked the newly conquered people. 

 The conquered people were always encouraged to learn the Ndebele language (Sindebele) 

and adopt the Nguni culture. 

 The bad and condemned people were thrown in the crocodile infested rivers. 

 The Ndebele later transferred to central Africa to the pressure from the Boers. 

SEKUKUNI AND PEDI STATE 

 The Pedi state was also established as a defensive state due to Mfecane. 

 The Pedi state was founded by Sekauti (Sekukuni). 

 The state was established in mountains areas to the East Transvaal. 

 The most outstanding leaders of the Pedi state were Sekukuni who came to power in 1861 

after the death of his father. 

 Sekukini first defeated his brother Mwapure who also wanted to take over the throne. 

 Mwapure after being defeated he escaped to Swaziland. 

 Sekukini expanded his state by welcoming refugees who were escaping the Mfecane. 

 Other refugees also thought of Ndebele who used to raid him. 

 He also defeated the Gaea and Ndwandwe. 

 However Sekukuni’s son came into contact with the boer trekkers and british conflicts 

developed.  

 The bad and condemned people were thrown in the crocodile infested rivers. 

 The Ndebele later transferred to central Africa to the pressure from the Boers 

 The Pedi resistance against the whites extended from 1861 - I 879. 



CAUSES OF THE PEDI RESISTANCE 

 The Pedi resisted against both the Boers and the British. 

 The resistance was led by Sekukuni. 

 Because of the strategic location in the mountains where by the hills provided hiding 

areas. 

 'Sekukuni was helped by one of his brothers Dinkaanyene who taught from the Northern 

regions. 

 It was because the whites started attacking Pedi as early as 1861. 

 The Boer trekers who settled in Transvaal wanted to extend towards the eastern region 

hence conflicting with the Pedi. 

 The Boers in Transvaal wanted to contact with the Indian Ocean and the Pedi hence the 

outbreak of the conflicts. 

 Sekukuni had closed or chased away missionary groups for the Boers. 

 The white missionaries had created divisions among the Pedi which created conflicts. 

 Because the Pedi had wanted to defend their land. It was also because the Boers had 

started attacking the Pedi 

 It was also because of the British annexation of Transvaal in 1879 which resulted into 

conflicts with the Pedi. 

 The rise of British imperialism i.e. they wanted to create federation of all South Africa 

which the Pedi resisted or opposed. 

 The British wanted to please the Boers by giving them land which belonged to the Pedi. 

 Because of Sekukuni who had started disrespecting the agreement he made with the Boers 

in 1876. 

 The natural hatred between the Boers and the blacks where by the Boers regarded 

Africans as enemies. 

 The whites did not respect Sekukuni as their leader of Pedi state. 

 The whites always helped Mwampuru whom the Pedi regarded as their enemy. 

 The long time suspension between the Boers and Africans since the period of the great 

trek." 

 The whites had also killed some of the leaders of the Pedi like Marondishe and Unstutu. 

EFFECTS OF THE PEDI RESISTANCE 

 In 1880, Sekukuni was forced to surrender to major Charke. 



 Sekukuni was taken as a prisoner but later released in 1881. 

 In 1882, Sekukuni was summoned or surrounded at his farm by his brother Mwampuru 

helped by the Boers. 

 Sekukuni was helped by his brother later to defeat the Boers 

 The conflicts or resistances divided the Africans since the few helped the w'hites. 

 Many traditional leaders lost their lives e.g. Marondishe and Unstutu. 

 After the Boers attack, the Pedi would not attend to their gardens hence outbreak of 

famine. 

 It also encouraged the outbreak of Anglo - Zulu war in 1879. 

 It led to the loss of lives of the Pedi, Boers and the British. 

 There was wide spread depopulation due to the prolonged conflicts i.e. 20 years of 

conflict. 

 The conflicts between the Pedi and the Boers increased British interest in Transvaal. 

 It also increased British imperialism using Transvaal as their base. 

 Sekukuni was forced to sign a peace treaty of the Boers especially after raids of 1876. 

 The conflicts greatly weakened the Transvaal government. 

 A lot of property were destroyed which left the Africans poor. 

 Many people were displaced during the conflict. 

 The Pedi lost their land to the Boers and the Swazi. 

 The Pedi resistance that started in 1861 against the whites finally ended in 1880. 

MISS1ONARIES IN SOUTH AFRICA 

• The first missionary who came to South Africa was called Dr. John Phillip who was later 

followed by Dr. Van de Kemp. 

• The missionaries who operated in south Africa came in different groups or societies 

which included; 

i)  London Missionary Society 

ii) Paris Evangelical Missionaries 

iii) Church Missionary Society 

iv) Roman Catholic Missionaries 

v) Wesleyan Missionaries 

vi) Free Church Of Scotland 

vii) The Dutch Reformed Church 

 These societies or groups of missionaries operated in different areas and worked among 

different groups of people.  



• The London missionary society mainly operated among the Xhosa. Khoi-khoi. 

• The Paris Evangelical Missionaries operated among the Basuto. 

• The Moravian missionaries operated among the Khoi-khoi, at the cape and around Natal. 

• The Dutch reformed church mainly operated among the Dutch settlers. 

REASONS WHY THE MISSIONARIES CAME TO SOUTH AFRICA 

• Reasons for the coming of the missionaries to South Africa were social, political and 

economic in nature. 

 Missionaries came to South Africa because they wanted to educate the Africans by 

teaching them the 3 Rs. 

 Most of the missionaries wanted to preach and spread Christianity to Africans in South 

Africa. 

 Some of the missionaries came as fore runners of European imperialism eg dr. John 

Phillip. 
 \ 

 Some came because they were invited by some African chiefs mainly to supply them 

with guns for protection. 

 Some of the Africans wanted to trade with the missionaries. 

 Some wanted to fight for African rights like freedom of movement and speech. 

 Some of the missionaries especially those from Britain wanted to challenge the Boer 

prophesy that they were a superior race. 

 Some came to civilize the Africans i.e. they wanted to illuminate the hostel and backward 

African cultures and customs. 

 Missionaries also came to preach against slave trade and slavery in the region. 

 Some missionaries wanted to promote the Africans standards of living. 

 Some of the missionaries came to improve the health of Africans by building hospitals to 

treat African diseases like malaria, typhoid etc. 

 Some of the British missionaries went to South Africa to challenge the Dutch reformed 

church and its activities. 

 Some of the missionaries wanted to explore and know more about South Africa (love for 

adventure). 

 Some wanted to promote legitimate trade as a substitute to slave trade. 

 Some of the missionaries came to South Africa because of the favorable reports given by 

famous travelers like Dr. David Living stone. 



MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES IN SOUTH AFRICA 

 The missionaries who worked in South Africa carried out a number of activities which 

were social, economic and political and include the following  

 They preached the gospel and in the process converted many Africans into Christianity. 

 They advocated for liberty, equality and freedom of all people in South Africa (they 

fought inequality and discrimination). 

 Some missionaries acted as advisors of some African chiefs e.g. the French missionaries 

acted as advisers of chief Moshesh. 

 Missionaries struggled for the improvement of the living conditions of Africans by 

treating them of their diseases giving them good jobs, good houses etc. 

 Missionaries traded with Africans in legal goods hence encouraging legitimate trade. 

 Some missionaries protected Africans from their cruel Boer masters. 

 Some of the missionaries gave protection or home to the runaway slaves. 

 Missionaries fought for independence of the Africans. 

 They also fought for the freedom of Africans who had been oppressed by the whites 

especially the Boers. 

 In the later years, missionaries acted as agents of the European imperialism i.e. helped in 

the colonization of South Africa. 

 Missionaries fought and stopped the practice of slave trade and slavery in South Africa. 

 Missionaries involved themselves in the supply of fire arms and armnitions to African 

chiefs and societies. 

 Missionaries built mission which promoted western education in South Africa. 

 Missionaries taught moral values to the Africans and preached against the bad African 

practices like witch craft, alcoholism, human sacrifice, female circumcision, polygamy. 

 Missionaries built mission centres which sometimes acted as administration centres. 

 Missionaries learnt the local languages and translated the bibles into local languages e.g. 

Amazulu language. 

 Missionaries taught Africans how to read and write and speak foreign languages like 
 % 

 English. French, Scottish etc. 

 Missionaries constructed roads and bridges hence improving on transport and 

communication. 

 Missionaries taught Africans basic life skills like technical skills such as carpentry, wood 

work etc. 



 Missionaries helped the Xhosa to regain some of their land lost to the whites during the 

Kaffir wars. 

 Missionaries campaigned for the passing of 50lh Ordinance. 

 They also taught Africans better methods of farming especially the use of fertilizers. 

 Missionaries encouraged Africans to be constructive by decompaigning laziness and 

idleness. 

 In conclusion, the missionary activities in South Africa improved the economic standards 

of Africans through trading with them. 

EFFECTS OF MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES ON THE AFRICANS IN SOUTH 

AFRICA 

 The effects of the missionary activities on the people of South Africa were social, 

economic and political. 

 Many Africans were converted into Christianity as a result of missionary preaching. 

 Missionary activities divided the Africans along religious lines e.g. converts against non - 

converts, educated against the uneducated. 

 Through their activities, missionaries greatly undermined the African cultures eg 

believing in circumcision, witchcraft. 

 Missionaries led to the colonization of South Africa because they were the agents of 

European imperialism. 

 Also through their activities missionaries granted the African independence from the 

Boers. 

 Missionary activities also greatly undermined the power of African traditional chiefs 

which resulted into political unrests. 

 Missionaries interfered in African politics which resulted into religious-political wars. 

 Because of the activities, some Africans became rebellious and stopped respecting their 

chiefs. 

 Christian missionaries greatly undermined African beliefs and superstitions. 

 Missionary activities lee to the abolition of slave trade and slavery in South Africa. 

 Missionary activities also greatly encouraged development of legitimate trade as a 

substitute to slave trade. 

 Missionaries through their activities extended medical services to the Africans hence 

helped to cure many African diseases e.g. malaria. 

 Through their activities, missionaries helped to improve on the standards of living of the 

Africans e.g. providing them with goods, offering employment opportunities. 



 Missionaries also greatly improved transport and communication through building roads 

and bridges. 

 They improved upon African agricultural yields through the introduction of new farming 

methods e.g. use of fertilizers. 

 They greatly helped in restoring African rights when they campaigned for the 

50thordinance. 

 Missionaries promoted social equality when they campaigned against discrimination. 

 Missionaries made some Africans especially the Xhosa who had lost their land to get it 

back. 

 Missionary activities development of African languages when they put them down in 

writing. 

 Africans who were educated by the missionaries led to struggle to regain independence 

e.g. Walter Susulu, Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu. 

 Missionaries helped promote African Nationalism. 

EFFECTS OF MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES ON THE BRITISH 

 Missionary activities greatly encouraged the great trek of the Boers. 

 Some missionaries intermarried with the Africans leading to the birth of the colored’s e.g. 

Dr. Van de Kemp. 

 The whites lost cheap labour after the abolition of slave trade and slavery. 

 The missionary activities worsened the relationship between the Boers and the British 

which led to Anglo-Boer wars. 

 In conclusion, the effects of the missionary activities to the British were mainly negative 

like loss of cheap labour after the abolition of slave trade and slavery. 

PROBLEMS FACED BY THE MISSIONARIES 

 Problems faced by tire missionaries were social, economic and political in nature. 

 Missionaries were hated by fellow whites who supported the policy of discrimination of 

Africans especially the Boers. 

 The missionary called Van De Kemp who married an African wife was hated called an 

outcast and many whites refused to associate with him. 

 Some missionaries were attacked by hostile African tribes who hated their activities e.g. 

the Zulu. Ndebele etc. 

 Missionaries suffered from African killer diseases and epidemics especially malaria, 

small pox and sleeping sickness. 

 Missionaries’ lives were also threatened by wild animals like lions, leopards, hyenas etc. 



 Missionaries were not used to the harsh African climate or drought. 

 They also suffered from geographical barriers like big mountains, rivers and forests. 

 They suffered from opposition of African independent churches which came up. 

 They suffered opposition from traditional African practices whereby they opposed 

monogamy and strongly believed in witchcraft. 

 There poor infrastructures in Africa whereby many areas had poor roads hence were 

difficult to reach. 

 There was poor communication in the region e.g. telegrams 

 Missionaries did not have adequate funds to finance their activities. 

 There was high level of illiteracy and general ignorance among the Africans. 

 Missionaries were generally few in number to effectively carry out their work over the 

whole region of South Africa. 

 Language barrier greatly hindered their activities. 

 Missionaries also lacked enough supplies or materials to use like medicine, clothes and 

water 

 Unpredictable African leaders or chiefs who welcomed the whites but later killed them.  

 Some missionaries got involved in the wars between the Africans and the whites which 

endangered their own lives. 

 There existed misunderstanding suspension between the different missionary groups. 

 Some African opposed missionary education of their children. 

 In conclusion the inadequate finance, manpower and opposition from African leaders 

hindered the work of the missionaries. 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF PERSONALITIES 

Explain the contribution of the different personalities 

1. Dr. John Phillip 

2. Dr. Van 

deKemp  

DR. JOHNPHILLIP 

 He was one of 

the earliest 

missionaries 

who operated 

in south 

Africa 



 He was sent to South Africa by the London Missionary Society. 

 His origin was Scotland and he arrived in South Africa in 1819. 

 He operated in areas occupied by the Griqua, Khoi-khoi and the Bantu. 

 He worked hard to improve on the welfare of the blacks who were mistreated by the 

Boers. 

 He greatly condemned the ill treatment of the Africans by the Boers. 

 It was him who campaigned the passing of the 50th Ordinance which gave Africans same 

rights with the whites. 

 He worked hard to abolish the past system or laws which had been introduced by the 

Boers and denied the Africans the right to free movement. 

 He encouraged Africans to acquire land and become productive through cultivating that 

land. 

 He helped Africans by creating understanding between the.converts and the non converts. 

 He preached against the slave trade and slavery in South Africa. 

 He encouraged Africans to work for the whites or not. 

 He worked hard for the introduction of black circuit courts or the mobile courts where 

Africans could sue their white masters for mistreatment. 

 He convinced the cape government to pass and enforce the apprenticeship which required 

the white masters to teach their African slaves skills. 

 He helped in Solving conflicts between the Boers and the Xhosa which had resulted into 

the Kaffir wars. 

 He worked hard to ensure that the Xhosa got back some of their land which had been 

grabbed by the Boers between R. Kei and Keiskamma. 

 He also preached and spread Christianity whereby he converted many people. 

 He encouraged the young Africans to go back to school thereby laying a foundation for 

the future elites. 

 He always kept in touch with the British government and always informed them about the 

evils done to the Africans by the Boers. 

 He always condemned African Traditional practices and beliefs in traditional 

worship, initiation and polygamy. 

 It was mainly because of his activities that the British became greatly interested in and 

occupied the interior of South Africa. 

2. DR. VAN DER KEMP 

 He was one of the earliest missionaries who came to South Africa. 



 He came from Holland hence he was a Dutch. 

 He was sent by the London Missionary Society and reached South Africa in 1779. 

 He mainly worked among the Khoi-khoi and the Xhosa and lived amongst them. 

 He greatly associated with Africans than any other missionary because he believed in 

equality for all races. 

 He even married a coloured woman or black woman and this earned him popularity 

among the blacks however he was hated or disliked by the whites because he over 

associated with the blacks. 

 He championed the rising of African standards of living. 

 He criticized male domination and encourage women emancipation 

 He taught Africans life skills like carpentry, brick laying and read and writing. 

 He preached Christianity and converted many Africans. 

 He also preached Christianity beyond the vicinity of the Cape Town. 

 He made the Africans to adopt western cultures and practices e.g. working together and 

treating people in the same way. 

 He built schools and provided education to African children 

 He represented Africans in the black circuit courts or mobile courts by presenting their 

cases against Boer masters. 

 He was also among those who campaigned for the establishment of the circuit courts or 

mobile courts. 

 He protected the Africans from the cruel Boer masters hence his home became the home 

of runaway slaves 

 His station at (Bethelso rot) became a political head quarter for helping Africans during 

the wars against the whites. 

 He helped to improve upon the health of the Africans by building a dispensary (medical 

centre) at his station. 

 He always dresses like an African and walked with them. 

 However, he was accused of encouraging laziness or idleness among the Africans. 

 In conclusion Dr. Van der Kemp was on the negative side of the whites and the Boers. 

THE DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH AND ITS ACTIVITIES 

 This was the official church for the Dutch settlers 

 It was the first kind of church to be established in South Africa. 

 It was very strong and controlled all aspects of life of the Dutch settlers before 



the coming of the British. 

 The church strongly supported the whites and hated the non whites or blacks. 

 The church preached, baptized and converted the Dutch settlers to become its members. 

 The Dutch Reformed Church constructed many churches around the colony as places of 

worship. 

 The church also built many schools which provided education to only the children of the 

Dutch. 

 The Dutch schools mainly provided and emphasized the 3Rs and general skills i.e. 

reading, writing and arithmetic. 

 Their preaching was based on the Old Testament which says that God cursed the blacks. 

 They also preached that God created people in order i.e. the Dutch 1st and superior race 

and the rest are servants especially the blacks. 

 The Dutch formed Church also preached that the Dutch are the only safe race and the rest 

are sinners (doomed). 

 The Dutch Reformed Church greatly encouraged the persecution of the non whites. 

 According to the Dutch Reformed Church killing of an African was normal and greatly 

encouraged such activities. 

 The Dutch also claimed that they were sent by God to go and spread western civilization. 

 The church maintained togetherness among the Dutch settlers by organizing meetings at a 

place known as swellendam. 

 The church preached that South Africa was their promised land given to them by God. 

 

 The church also encouraged separation of the races or the racism and prayed among the 

whites or Dutch settlers. 

 Because of the activities the Africans also formed their own African Independent 

churches. 

 The church greatly encouraged trade among the Dutch settlers but discriminated other 

races. 

EFFECTS OF THE DUTCH REFOMED CHURCH 

 The effects of the Dutch reformed church greatly affected the people of South Africa 

politically, socially and economically i.e. they were positive and negative. 

 It promoted segregation in areas where it operated i.e. racial segregation. 

 The activities of the Dutch reformed church finally led to apartheid policy of the 201th 

century in South Africa 



 Its activities led to the persecution, discrimination and mistreatment of Africans in south 

Africa. 

 Its activities led to the capturing of land from the Africans. 

 Because of segregation of the Africans by the DRC, the Africans formed their own 

independent churches. 

 It promoted Boer arrogance and pride over the Africans. 

 It promoted trade although it was just among the Dutch settlers. 

 The DRC constructed schools and provided education to the children of the Dutch 

settlers. 

 It also spread Christianity by preaching, converting and baptizing many Dutch settlers. 

 It also built many churches throughout the cape colony. 

 The DRC made the whites to feel superior over the Africans. 

AFRICAN INDEPENDENT CHURCHES 

 These were organizations or churches that were formed by the African believers in 

Christ but with a unique spiritually free from foreign churches. 

 African independent churches were many in number and included the Ethiopian, Zion 

messiah, Zionist, Lutheran etc.  



 Some of the leaders in these churches included, Nathaniel Tile and the Black Messiah, 

Isaiah Ishambe (Zulu). 

REASONS FOR THE CREATION OF AFRICAN CHURCHES (AIC’S) 

 The emergency of the Black Messiah (Isaiah Ishambe) who inspired Africans to make 

their own churches. 

 Also because of the coming of Nathanile Tile who led the Natal church. 

 The wide belief among the Africans that Jesus was not only sent for the whites but also 

the blacks. 

 Existence of a wide gap between the Africans converts and the white missionaries. 

 The AIc’s were a reaction against the political segregation of the Africans by the whites 

in South Africa. 

 Because of Ethiopian defeat of the Italians at the Battle of Adowa which inspired the 

Africans to rebel against the whites. 

 Because the whites missionaries disrespected African culture thus AICs were formed to 

restore African culture. 

 The question of leadership whereby Africans were not given leadership roles in 

missionary led churches. 

 Africans also wanted to establish theirs where they would be leaders. 

 Delay or failure to promote African priests to become Bishops. 

 Also because of the delay by the white missionaries to Afrikanise their abilities e.g. 

during baptism/immersion the Africans had to abandon their names. 

 Because of the long time for training of Africans for one to become a priest. 

 The desire by Africans to get involved in the politics of their countries. 

 Though the outwardly religious they were inwardly political. 

 Because of the whites grabbed land from Africans and the missionaries did nothing to 

stop them thus AICs were formed to fight and get back lost African land. 

 The rise of Pan Africanism which emphasized that Africa was for Africans only. 

 Poor working conditions on the plantations in natal on the farm of the whites. 

 The Africans hated western education which forced them to part their children and send 

them to boarding schools and pay high school fees. 

 



 

 Because of the influence of American religious leaders who supported the Africans to 

start their own churches. 

 Because of the role played by the blacks in the Diaspora i.e. they supported the fellow 

Africans to start their own churches. 

 The economic conditions also partly encouraged the Africans especially the growing 

immigrant labour economy. 

ACTIVITIES OF THE AICS 

 They were outwardly religious but inwardly political. 

 They encouraged the Africans to have self esteem. 

 They criticized white exploitation in South Africa. 

 They also preached against racial segregation of the Africans. 

 They also preached for Africans independence in all aspects of life i.e. economic, 

social and political aspects of life. 

 They made the Africans aware of the white man's attitude towards the Africans. 

 They made the Africans to be aware that the whites generally hated Africans. 

 AJC’s used the bible in their churches to express hostility against colonialism. 

 They trained African religious leaders who were also political leaders e.g. Bishop 

Desmond Tutu of South Africa. 

 The AICs demonstrated that Africans were capable of managing their own affairs. 

 The AICs influenced Africans into rebellions e.g. the Bambatha rebellion, Nama 

Herero rebellion. 

 The AICs opposed the apartheid policy in South Africa. 

 They also sent out delegates out of South Africa to campaign for the African rights e.g. 

to USA. 

 The AICs spread Christianity to Africans i.e. Africanized Christianity. 

 They made Africans aware that whites were their enemies and that the whites never 

cared for the Africans hence made Africans hostile towards the whites. 

 They challenged white missionary preaching especially the DRC which said that Jesus 

was for the whites only. 

 They criticized and condemned the white man’s exploitation of the Africans. 

 They ordained blacks as priests or church 

workers  

 



 

 The AIC’s encouraged Africans to have self worthiness 

 They preached for the independence of the Africans in all aspects of life. 

 They preached to the Africans to struggle for their independence. 

ROLE OF MISSIONARIES IN THE FIGHT AGAINST APARTHEID 

 Apartheid was a policy carried out in South Africa aiming at separating races. 

 The policy was characterized by separate development i.e. residents, hospitals, roads 

etc. 

 The different Christian churches had different attitude towards apartheid. 

 The DRC officially supported the apartheid policy. 

 The DRC was against allowing Africans to vote with the whites or participate in the 

politics for the apartheid. 

 Some members of the DRC supported racial segregation on earth and preached that 

equality could only be in heaven. 

 Some of the members in the DRC opposed the apartheid policy. 

 Even one of the leaders in the DRC called Rev. Bayens Nade. 

 The Methodist church in South Africa strongly opposed apartheid. 

 Their president called Makitini strongly came out against apartheid. 

 They encouraged Africans to protest against the apartheid policy. 

 Many Africans formed their own independent churches to fight against apartheid 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTH AFRICA SINCE 1867 TO 1910. 

MAJOR ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES BEFORE THE DISCOVERY OF MINERALS 

 South Africa before 1867 mainly depended on agricultural for both subsistence and 

commercial. 

 The people grew grapes for wine and also did some pastoral farming. 

 In states like the Orange Free states, their economy mainly depended on crops like 

cereals but they also kept merino sheep. 

 In other states like Transvaal the people kept goats, sheep and cattle. 

 The economy of South Africa was mainly controlled or dominated by Europeans 

especially the British and the Boers. 

 The Africans on the other hand participated in the economy as providers of cheap 

labour. 



 

 The economy and the economic activities were generally poor, weak and backward 

with no developed technology. 

 In 1867, diamonds were discovered at a place called Kimberly in Transvaal. 

 In 1884, gold was discovered at a place called wheat waters rah in Transvaal. 

 Other minerals were later discovered including uranium, copper, coal, tin etc 

 This period between 1867 and 1910 came to be known as the mineral revolution in 

South Africa. 

 Mining now became an important economic activity in South Africa. 

 With the discovery of minerals, the volume of trade in minerals from South Africa to 

other regions greatly increased. 

 The discovery of minerals came with a number of changes like stimulating cash crop 

growing especially sugarcane growing in Natal region. 

 The economy of South Africa changed from being agro-based to being industrial based. 

 Transport and communication also greatly developed where by roads and railways were 

constructed. 

 In 1887, the Delagoa railway was constructed 

 In 1891, the Natal Transvaal railway line was completed. 

 In 1893, the Delagoa-Pretoria railway line was completed. 

 The construction of these railway lines greatly facilitated transportation of goods, 

people, the minerals and agricultural products. 

 Telephones, telegraphs, bridges and other water channels were built or improved upon. 

 Ports and harbours were constructed which greatly promoted trade. 

 Industries based on processing agricultural, mineral and animal products were 

established like mills, meat canaries, milk processing plants etc. 

 Banking and insurance companies were established to facilitate e.g. standard Bank of 

South Africa. 

 Trading companies were set up to control the sale of minerals e.g. the De - Beers 

Company. 

 There was rural urban migration whereby people moved to urban centres to look for 

jobs leading to the rise of what became known as migrant laborers. 

 The prices of and in areas where minerals had been discovered became very high. 

 The white population in the interior of South Africa increased greatly because they 

wanted to exploit the minerals there. 



 

EFFECTS OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OR ACTIVITIES IN SOUTH 

AFRICA 

 The economy of South Africa changed from being subsistence to an industrial and 

commercial economy. 

 Because of the increased wealth, the Boers started demanding for independence from the 

British. (It led to the rise of Boer nationalism) 

 It led to the outbreak of conflicts between the Boers and the British (Anglo-Boer wars) 

i.e. the first Anglo Boer wars of 1880 - 1881. the Jameson raid of 1895 and the second 

Anglo - Boer war of 1899 to 1902. 

 The conflicts between these groups led to loss of lives on both sides but the most affected 

were the Africans. 

 There was also wide spread property destruction like houses, crop farms, animals etc 

which were burnt down during the conflicts. 

 There was increased mechanization of agriculture. 

 Even the process of extraction and processing of minerals became mechanized. 

 There was great improvement on agriculture where by new methods of farming were 

introduced in the interior. 

 There was rapid industrialization in South Africa i.e. it encouraged the growth of many 

industries. 

 The economic development led to rural urban migration whereby people left the villages 

for urban centres looking for employment. 

 Many people got employment in the mining centres and on the farms that were set up by 

the whites but were poorly paid. 

 The economic development led to the starting of the system of migrant labour i.e. people 

leaving their families to go and work far from home. 

 The system of migrant labour meant that families had to be separated for a long time 

which led to marriage breakups. 

 The Africans lost a lot of land especially the fertile and mineral areas.



 

 The Africans who lost land were pushed to unfavorable areas like swamps, deserts, 

mountain areas etc. 

 Reserve camps or concentration camps were set up and these became sources of cheap 

labour to the whites. 

 It led to growth of slums or scanty towns commonly known as Bantustans aka South west 

towns (Soweto). 

 Both whites and Africans were brought into contact with urban social evils like 

prostitution, drug abuse, theft, alcoholism etc. 

 The whites became richer while the Africans became poorer. 

 In general, the balance of power shifted from the Africans to the whites. 

 There was rapid infrastructural development like roads, ports, railways, bridges etc were 

set up. 

 The population in the interior greatly increased especially after the coming of the 

Utilanders. (British Nationals who came to exploit minerals) 

 It increased the British desire to control the whole of South Africa (plans for federation of 

South Africa) 

 It led to improved standards of living especially among the whites. 

 The Africans became greatly discriminated by the whites especially in the 

employment sector. 

 African chiefs lost their political power to the whites because of the new economic 

developments. 

 Africans who moved from the rural areas to the urban areas abandoned their culture. 

THE MINERAL REVOLUTION IN SOUTH AFRICA 

Qn: Explain the effects of the discovery of minerals in South Africa between 1867 and 

1910 on; 

a) The Africans 

b) The whites  

Qn: Describe 

the; 

a) Political 

b) Social and economic effects of the discovery of minerals in South Africa during the 19th 

century 



 

Introduction 

 Before the discovery of minerals, South Africa was occupied by Africans or blacks or 

natives, Boers/Dutch/Afrikaners and the British. 

 It was the British that introduced their reforms which annoyed the Boers who moved 

away into the interior in what was the great trek. 

 It were the Boer trekkers who discovered the minerals in the interior of South Africa. 

 In 1867, diamonds were discovered at Kimberley in Transvaal state. 

 In 1884, gold was discovered at the Wit waters rand also in Transvaal state. 

 Other minerals were later discovered at including Uranium, tin, copper, coal, iron, 

manganese etc. 

 This period came to be known as the mineral revolution in the history of South Africa. 

Before the discovery of minerals, the Africans and their white masters were generally 

poor. The Africans lived in small groups but had peace. 

 However, the discovery of minerals brought many changes which affected the people of 

South Africa both Africans and whites. 

EFFECTS ON THE AFRICANS 

 Some Africans acquired jobs 

 The African farmers acquired new markets for their produce. 

 The new elite class came up among the Africans form the mineralized areas e.g. Clement 

Kadalie, Walter Sisulu, Nelson Mandela etc. 

 Africans started working for money i.e. become part of the cash economy. 

 There was rise of African Nationalism since the mines united people and destroyed 

tribalism. 

 Some Africans use^ the money got from mines to buy guns. 

 The gold mines around the rand became a birth place of the African National congress in 

1912.  

 The Africans swarmed into the towns looking for cash jobs i.e. there was increased urban 

migration. 

 The Africans lost their political independence to the whites 

 The Africans now adopted the western culture e.g. money was now used as a symbol of 

success and status instead of cows and number of wives. 

 The African rulers lost their respect since they became powerless. 

 Marriage became less valued hence social disintegration 



 

 There was breakdown of families as men left the women in the villages to go and work in 

the mines. 

 Marriage was now postponed and tended to be monogamous 

 The African labour became exploited in many ways 

 The Africans received less pay for ever)' heavy work. 

 The Africans were now barred from the skilled employment 

 The Africans were now housed in very dirty towns called Soweto. 

 The Africans were now employed on contracts. 

 Many Africans lost their lives due to accidents in the mines. 

 Very difficult laws were set up for Africans. 

 The Africans lost their land (fertile lands) in the areas where the minerals were 

discovered. 

 Many Africans were displaced after losing land to the whites 

 There were increased conflicts between the Africans and the whites which led to many 

wars e.g. the Bambatha rebellion. 

 Africans who lived in the urban areas and the elites copped bad European habits like 

alcoholism/drinking, prostitution, smoking etc. 

 Some African states like the Basuto state, Swazi state etc were annexed by the British. 

 Agriculture generally declined because of the able bodied men moved from the rural areas 

to the mineral areas to look for jobs. 

 The Africans who were employed in the mines became very poor. 

 There was creation of reserves or concentration camps for the Africans. 

 It led to increased cost of living of the Africans. 

 Africans became highly discriminated in the mineralized areas (Apartheid). 

 Crime rate increased in the slum areas where the Africans lived (Soweto). 
 

 It led to the system of migrant labour. 

EFFECTS ON THE WHITES (BOERS AND THE BRITISH) 

 The mineral discovery improved the living conditions and the lives of the whites in the 

fields of social, economic and political. 

 The Boers and the British grabbed and acquired the fertile and mineralized land from the 

Africans and started exploiting the minerals and doing agriculture for their own benefit. 

 The discovery of minerals in South Africa led to the influx or coming of many more 

whites who came to exploit minerals and trade I South Africa. 



 

 The mineral discovery made the whites to acquire a lot of wealth and carried out more 

capital investments in the field of industries, roads, schools, hospitals etc. 

 Mineral discovery led to the rise and growth of the Boer nationalism and their desire to be 

free and independent from the British influence. 

 The discovery of minerals caused conflicts between the Boers and the British leading to 

what came to be known as Anglo Boer wars of 1880 - 1881 (first Anglo Boer war), 1895 

(Jameson raid) and 1899 - 1902 (2nd Anglo Boer war) 

 Because of these wars there was property destruction and loss of lives for the two powers. 

 The discovery of minerals led to. the British annexation or occupation of Transvaal and 

Natal which were Boer states i.e. the Boers states lost their independence. 

 The discovery of minerals led to increased British imperialism or desire to control the 

whole region of South Africa. 

 The discovery of minerals led to the growth of cities and towns (urbanization) e.g. 

Pretoria, Johannesburg, Cape Town, Durban etc. 

 Transport and communication improved with the construction of roads, railways, ports, 

harbours, telephones, bridges, telegrams etc. 

 Schools, banks, hospitals, insurance companies were set up to facilitate the exploitation of 

minerals. 

 Because f the mineral discovery the Boers became militarily superior while the British 

became economically powerful. 

 Like the blacks, some whites also suffered from social evils like congestion, diseases, 

prostitution, drug abuse etc. 

 The discovery of minerals led to the rise of strong personalities e.g. Ceil Rhodes. 

 Industries were set up and the whites got employment opportunities in their industries and 

their lives were greatly improved. 
 

THE SCRAMBLE AND PARTITION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
CONFLICTS BETWEEN THE BOERS AND THE UTILANDERS 

Who were the Utilanders? 

 The word Utilanders means a foreigner according to the Boer language. 

 Utilanders were non Boers who came to South Africa to exploit the minerals by working 

in the mines. 

 The Utilanders therefore were actually British nationalists or citizens. 

 They were a group of people who had no citizenship in Transvaal which was under the 

Boer control. 



 

 Utilanders were people who never had political rights in Transvaal. 

 Utilanders were business men who came to South Africa to do businessmen dealing in 

minerals. 

 Utilanders were people who paid heavy taxes that had been imposed by the Boers. 

 Due to the above conditions conflicts between the Boers and Utilanders occurred. 

CAUSES OF THE CONFLICTS BETWEEN THE BOERS AND ULTRADERS 

 By 1890, the Boers were led by Paul Kruger as their leader in Transvaal. The causes were 

political, social and economic. 

 Paul Kruger had developed a natural hatred towards the Utilanders. 

 Paul Kruger made the life of the Utilanders very difficult by oppressing them eg denied „ 

them political rights, made them pay heavy taxes etc. 

 Kruger looked at Utilanders as people who only came to exploit the minerals in South 

Africa and after that they would go away (exploiters) 

 Kruger conflcted with the Utilanders because he had stopped them from speaking English 

 on official occasions. 

 Kruger also conflicted with the Utilanders when he forced their children to attend Dutch 

schools. 

 The Boers denied the Utilanders their political rights in Transvaal e.g. the right to vote or 

to be voted that caused conflicts. 

 The conflicts also came out because the Utilanders felt that their children were not safe in 

Transvaal. 

 He discriminated the Utilanders when it came to awarding big mining contracts majority 

were given to Boers. 

 Conflicts occurred between the two personalities or parties because the British attempted 

to conquer Transvaal which was a Boer republic. 

 The conflicts between the two personalities who were war mongers i.e. Paul Kruger and 

Ceil Rhodes, they caused the conflicts. 

 Ceil Rhodes’ desire to control the whole region of South Africa met Stiff resistance from 

Paul Kruger. 

 The discovery of minerals and the struggle to control them in Transvaal made these two 

parties to conflict. 

 The Utilanders had also attempted to take over power from Paul Kruger but they failed 

and he got the opportunity to oppress them. 



 

 Jameson raid of 1895 organized by the British against the Boers failed causing more 

tension between the two parties. 

 The effects of the 1st Anglo-Boer war of 1880-1881 where the Boers defeated the British 

increased the conflicts between the two parties 

EFFECTS OF THE CONFLICTS BETWEEN THE BOERS AND THE UTILANDERS 

What were the results of the conflicts between the Boers and the Utilanders 

 The effects of the conflicts between the Boers and the Utilanders were both negative and 

Positive, long term and short term in nature and they affected the Boers, Utilanders and 

British. 

 These conflicts resulted into wars between the Boers and the British i.e. the first Anglo 

Boer war, Jameson raid and the 2nd Anglo Boer war. 

 When the British organized the Jameson raid against the Boers, it failed because of these 

conflicts. 

 Paul Kruger defeated the British during the Jameson raid as an outcome of these conflicts. 

 Paul Kruger having defeated the British, he became famous and he was elected for 

another term in office as the Boer president. 

 The conflicts worsened the already bitter relationship between the Boers and the British. 

 The Boer republics of Orange Free State and Natal gave their support to the fellow Boers 

of Transvaal against the British (increased Boer solidarity). 

 These conflicts also led to rise of strong Boer Nationalism and unity against the British. 

 Because of these conflicts, Paul Kruger secured or got the support of the Germans under 

Kaiser William I. 

 Intentionally, Britain was condemned for attacking such a small state, she was 

embarrassed and suffered defeat in the hands of the Boers. 

 Ceil Rhodes after being defeated he was asked to resign as the prime minister of 

the British and few' years later he died. 

 Jameson who had come to fight for the freedom of the Utilanders was arrested and 

imprisoned. 

 This conflict affected the independence and the lives of the Africans negatively. 

THE FIRST ANGLO BOER WAR OF 1880 - 1881 

What were the causes of the 1880 - 1881 Anglo Boer war? 

 This war was sometimes referred to as the white man's war because it was conflicted 

between whites only. 



 

 Other times it is referred to as the Boer war of independence or Transvaal war of 

independence. 

 This war was fought between the British on one hand and the Boers on the other between 

1880 and 1881. 

 The cause of this war were long term and short term in nature in the field of social, 

political and economic and they included the following 

 This war was caused by the Boer desire for independence from the British. 

 It was also caused by the British annexation of the Transvaal republic in 1877. 

 The war occurred because the British had under estimated the military strength of the 

Boers of Transvaal especially after the Pedi war. 

 Also because of the other hand the Boers thought that the British had been weakened by 

the Anglo Zulu war of 1879. 

 The hoisting or the raising up of the British flag in Transvaal also caused the war. 

 The disappointment of Paul Kruger's delegation to London that had gone to demand for 

Boer interests. 

 Transvaal was highly indebted i.e. had many debts of the cape bankers but the British 

were not willing to extend any credit to finance their development programmes. 

 The Boers were opposing the British plans of federation i.e. wanted to unite the four 

states. 

 Also because the Orange Free State had refused to accept the federation plans. 

 Because of the British refusal to grant Transvaal a representative assembly (parliament) 

after 1877. 

 The election campaign of Gladstone which took place in England to become a prime 

minister 

 Because of the Boers’ refusal to pay taxes to the British. 

 Because of the arrest of the Boer farmer by the British police who had refused to pay 

taxes. 

 The British police had also confiscated and sold the Boer farmer's property. 

 It was because the Boers reacted to the incident with violence i.e. about 300 annoyed 

Boers attacked the police which sparked off the war. 

 Due to the rise of men like Paul Kruger. Pretorius and Joubert who united against the 

British. 

 The British were worried that the hopeless situation in Transvaal would be exploited by 

the Zulu. 



 

 Because of total unity of all the Boer states against British trickery also encouraged the 

outbreak of the war. 

 The long held hatred and suspicion between the Boers and the British since the days of 

the great trek. 

 British attitude towards the Boers i.e. they continued to regard the Boers as their subjects 

which prompted the Boers to fight back. 

 The discovery of minerals in Transvaal which attracted British interests also encouraged 

outbreak of the war. 

 The rise of British imperialism which was championed by Lord Carnavan and others like 

Selbourne. 

 The rise of Boer Nationalism especially in the republic of Transvaal where hard core and 

strong hearted Boers lived. 
 

 The mistreatment of the Utilanders. 

 Discrimination of British goods in favour of Germany and Portuguese goods. 

EFFECTS OF THE WAR ON THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA 

 The British were defeated by the Boers at Majuba hills 

 Because of this defeat, the British were humiliated. 

 The war was very expensive or costly in terms of resources. 

 There was loss of lives i.e. over 700 British soldiers were killed and an unknown number 

of the Boers. 

 There was depopulation because of the number of lives lost during the war especially on 

the side of the Boers. 

 There was disruption of Agriculture and this resulted into famine which claimed a lot of 

lives. 

 The war disrupted trade which was going on in South Africa. 

 The war increased tension or hostility or conflicts between the Boers and the British. 

 It also caused the 2nd Anglo - Boer war of 1899 to 1902. 

 This war made the Boers of Transvaal to continue mistreating the Utilanders. 

 The war led to the rise and growth of the Boer nationalism and their desire to be free from 

the British rule. 

 The war encouraged the Boers from other states like Orange Free State and Natal to fight 

against the British. 

 The war made the British to continue assuming to be the masters of the Boers and this 



 

caused more conflicts. 

 The war made the British to ignore the interests of the Africans and stopped protecting 

them. 

 The Boers stopped discriminating against the British goods in Natal. 

 Paul Kruger, the Boer President became very popular after defeating the British and he 

was re - elected as the president of the Boers. 

 Africans lost their political independence to the whites 

 Africans also 18st their fertile and mineralized land to the whites. 

 The war led to the decline in all economic activities of South Africa leading to economic 

stagnation. 

 The 1st Anglo Boer war led to the calling of the Pretoria convention of 1881 which gve 

the British their independence and Boers their civil rights. 

THE PRETORIA CONVENTION (1881) 

Qn:  Why was the convention called? 

 The Pretoria convention was an understanding that was reached between the Boers and 

the British in order to end the 1st Anglo - Boer war of 1880 - 1881. 

 It was an agreement between the two conflicting groups of people i.e. the British on one 

hand and the Boers on the other. 

 The convention was called in August 1881. 

 It was held in Pretoria the capital city of Transvaal North of Johannesburg. 

 The convention was called because the British governor known as Gladstone was fed up 

with wars. 

 The British government also wanted quick and peaceful end to these wars between the 

two parties. 

 The British wanted to please and calm down the Boers of Transvaal in preparation for the 

federation plans. 

 Paul Kruger was also tired of war and he accepted the war to end by calling the 

convention. 

 The convention was called because of the British had been militarily defeated and they 

needed to save themselves from further embarrassment. 

 The British also wanted to get time to re organize their army for future wars. 

 The British called the convention because they wanted to stop the possible alliance 

between the Boers and other powers especially the Germans. 



 

 Lord Evelyn Wood replaced Sir Pomeroy Colley as the commander of the British forces 

and he encouraged peace. 

TERMS OF THE CONVENTION 

 Transvaal was to lose her independence to the British 

 Another term stated that the British were to remain the masters of Transvaal. 

 Transvaal was however to maintain her internal self government. 

 The Boers of Transvaal were to accept the British union Jack (British flag). 

 The Boers were to accept her majesty the queen as the overall ruler. 

 Transvaal’s foreign affairs with other powers were to be conducted by the British. 

 The Boers were to stop discriminating against British goods. 

 A resident British officer was to have a big say over native affairs. 

 The civil rights of the Boers were to be protected by the British. 

 The British were to have limited responsibility for African Affairs. 

EFFECTS OF THE PRETORIA CONVENTION 

 The convention led to the rise and growth of the Boers or the Afrikaner nationalism ie 

strong desire for their independence from the British. 

 The Boers in Transvaal became more united than never before against the British. 

 It increased the popularity of Paul Kruger and his assistant Joubert in Transvaal. 

 Because of this, Paul Kruger was even voted as the president of the Boers for another 

term. 

 The Boers of Orange Free State and Natal decided to unit with those of Transvaal in order 

to defend their values and against the British. 

 The Boer pride increased and they even started demanding for self independence. 

 The Pretoria convention led to the signing of a treaty in London and this treaty made the 

Boers lose their independence to the British. 

 The Boers and the British were disappointed and were left angry and dissatisfied with the 

Pretoria convention because none benefited from it. 

 The Pretoria convention instead caused more conflicts between the Boers and the British 

and this led to the outbreak of future wars like the Jameson raid of 1895 and the second 

Anglo Boer war of 1899 - 1902. 

 The convention made the Boers stubborn and more determined to resist the British 

federation plans. 

 The convention increased conflicts between the Boers and Africans over land and 



 

political issues. 

 The Boers even started interfering with the affairs of the Africans e.g. the Zulu. The 

Boers put Dini Zulu as a king to replace Cetewayo. 

 The Africans e.g. the Zulu lost their land to the Boers because the British had stopped 

interfering in the affair of the natives. 

 Ceil Rhodes also got determined to defeat and silence the Boers of Transvaal once and for 

all. * 

 The Boers were also encouraged to co-operate more with the Germans and the Portuguese 

against the British. 

 The Zulu kingdom was weakened and finally lost its independence. 

THE JAMESON RAID (1895) 

 The Jameson raid took place in 1895 in South Africa. 

 It was led by Dr. Leander Starr Jameson. 

 Because it was led by him, that’s why it is called the Jameson raid. 

 This raid was master minded by Ceil Rhodes and executed by Dr. Jameson against the 

Boers of Transvaal under Paul Kruger. 

CAUSES OF THE JAMESON RAID 

 The causes of the Jameson raid were social, economic and political in nature. 

 Some were long term and others were short term in nature and included the following; 

• The desire to protect the Utilanders who had entered Transvaal to exploit minerals caused 

the raid. 

• The raid was caused by Paul Kruger's hatred against the Utilanders. 

• The raid was caused by the increased number of the Utilanders who outnumbered the 

Boers and proved to be a threat. 

• Unfounded rumor that the Utilanders were suffering in Transvaal caused the raid. 

• Long term conflicts between the Boers and the British which caused the Great trek, lbt 

Anglo-Boer war also caused the Jameson raid. 

• The rise and growth of Boer nationalism caused the Jameson raid because the Boers 

wanted to gain their independence from the British. 

• The attempt by the Boers to stop the British from speaking English in public caused the 

raid. 

• The Boers had also forced the Utilanders children to study from Dutch best schools which 

also caused the raid. 



 

• The Boers had denied the Utilanders their civil and political rights e.g. right to vote. 

• The introduction #f unfair taxes by Paul Kruger against the Utilanders caused the raid. 

• The existence of war mongers or hard liners like Paul Kruger and Ceil Rhodes caused the 

Jameson raid. 

• The discovery of minerals and the struggle to control them caused conflicts between the 

two parties leading to the raid. 

• The British attempt to force the idea of federation or act of union on to the Boers caused 

the raid. 

• The discrimination of the Utilanders in awarding contracts by the Boers annoyed the 

Boers and organized the raid. 

 The desire to revenge by the British after the 1st Anglo - Boer war caused the raid. 

• The desire by the British to control the whole region of South Africa made them to fight 

in what came to be known as the Jameson raid. 

• Unfortunately the British failed in this raid and they were defeated by the Boers again. 

REASONS WHY THE RAID FAILED 

 The raid failed because it was let down by the Utilanders they were supposed to revolt 

first and Jameson would come in to help but they refused. 

 The raid failed because the Utilanders were not oppressed in fact they were comfortable 

with their riches and only needed protection. 

 Paul Kruger and the Boers got the news about the raid even before it occurred so they 

planned and prepared for them. 

 It failed because of the miscalculation in personality judgment i.e. Jameson the leader of 

the raid was not a soldier but a medical Doctorr. 

 Jameson refused to obey the central command which had stopped him. 

 Jameson’s troops were inferior in number compared to the Boers so they were 

outnumbered and over powered. 

 The rise of Boer nationalism and determination never to accept British rule helped them 

to defeat Jameson. 

 The Boers were united and therefore strong compared to the British. 

 The raid failed because of the popularity of Paul Kruger. 

 He drew a lot of support from the Boers. 

 For the raid to succeed the British had to smuggle guns into Transvaal but this never 

happened. 



 

 It failed because it lacked clear or sound reasons for it to be organized in fact the 

Utilanders were not suffering 

 The arrest or imprisonment of the leader. Jameson demoralized his troops hence failure. 

 The raid failed because not all Utilanders were British nationals in fact some hated the 

British government. 

 Poor British military performance in the past wars worked against them. 

 The British were defeated in 1st Anglo - Zulu war. 

 Fear of international criticism. The British feared to be considered as the international 

aggressors. 

 The above made the Jameson raid tail. 

EFFECTS OF THE JAMESON RAID 

 The Jameson failed because the Boers learnt about it even before it occurred. 

 Jameson the leader of the raid and his troops were defeated, humiliated and were forced 

to surrender. 

 Because of the failure of the raid the British government never achieved anything. 

 It worsened the already bitter relationship between the Boers and the British. 

 Jameson the leader of the raid was arrested tried, found guilty for organizing the raid. 

 Ceil Rhodes the prime minister of the Cape (British) was forced to resign his position. 

 Robinson was recalled and appointed by the British government as the new governor of 

the cape. 

 Britain was humiliated and looked at as international aggressors. 

 The failure of the raid exposed the British weakness and this made the Africans to start 

rebelling against them e.g. the Bambatha rebellion (Zulu vs British). 

 The failure of the Jameson raid led to the outbreak of the second Anglo Boer war of 1899 

- 1902. 

 The defeat of Jameson again made Paul Kruger very popular among the Boers and was 

voted as the president of the Boers for another term. 

 The raid led to the rise of the Boer nationalism and determination to be free from British 

rule. 

 It also made the Boers more united than ever before to light against the British. 

 Paul Kruger even received a congratulatory message from the Kaiser William the second 

of Germany 

 The Jameson raid made the Utilanders in Transvaal to suffer more than ever before. 



 

 People could have died. 

 People’s property could have been destroyed. 

THE 2ND
 ANGLO - BOER WAR (1899 -1902) 

 The war occurred in 1899 and lasted for 3 years until 1902. 

 It is sometimes referred to as the last gentleman’s war. 

 This war was between the Boers on one hand and the British on the other 

 The British were led by Lord Kitchener, general Roberts and Alfred Milner while and the 

Boers on the other hand were led by Paul Kruger, general Hertzog, general Botha and 

Smuts. 

 About 80.000 men fought on the side of the Boers and 500.000 on the side of the British. 

CAUSES OF THE 2nd ANGLO - BOER WAR 

 The second Anglo Boer war was called by a number of causes some were political, social 

yet others were economical and they were both long term and short term. 

 The poor past military records of the British encouraged the Boers to fight in the 2nd 

Anglo- Boer war i.e. the British were defeated by the Zulu in the battle of 

Isandhlwana/Ulindi war. 

 The failure of the Jameson raid where the British were defeated by the Boers. This 

increased enmity leading to the 2nd Anglo Boer war. 

 The long term conflicts and suspicion which started way back since the days of the great 

trek, the l5t Anglo Boer war, Jameson raid and resulted into the 2nd Anglo- Boer war. 

 The rise of strong Boer nationalism and desire for independence led by Paul Kruger 

caused the 2nd Anglo Boer war. 

 The British determination to take over South Africa met hostility from the Boers and this 

caused the war. 

 The two groups of people desired to retain their cultural and racial superiority. 

 The existence of-war mongers on both sides caused the 2nd Anglo Boer war eg Gen. 

Roberts, Lord Kitcheners, Alfred Milner on the side of the British and Paul Kruger, Gen. 

Smuts, Gen. Hertzog on the side of the Boers. 

 The confidence of the Boers after defeating the British in the 1st Anglo Boer war and the 

Jameson raid made them fight in the 2nd Anglo-Boer war. 

 The struggle to control the economic resources or minerals of South Africa caused the 2nd 

Anglo Boer war. 

 Paul Kruger constructed a railway line into Portuguese Mozambique and this cut off the 



 

British trade and it caused the war. 

 The British over taxation of the Boer goods in Natal and the Boer discrimination of the 

British goods in Transvaal. 

 Paul Kruger caused the 2nd Anglo Boer war when he denied the British nationals in 

Transvaal (Utilanders) a number of freedoms e.g. the right to vote and to be voted. 

 The British feared that the Germans would all ally with the Boers and pushed them out of 

South Africa 

 Kruger was also determined to make the lives of the Utilanders very difficult 

and expensive. 

 The increased number of the Utilanders in Transvaal scared the Boers and chose to fight 

them so as to reduce their number. 

 The re-election of Paul Kruger who nationalistic, a hardliner and determined cased 

excitement among the Boers and encouraged the British to fight. 

 The congratulatory message by Kaiser William II to Paul Kruger annoyed the British who 

wanted to teach them a lesson by organizing the 2nd Anglo Boer war. 

 The British annexation of Natal and Orange Free State which were colonies annoyed the 

Boers and made them to fight in what came to be known as the 2nd Anglo Boer war. 

 A Boer farmer killed a Uitlander and Kruger refused to punish the Boer. This annoyed the 

British and declared war against the Boers. 

EFFECTS OF THE 2ND ANGLO BOER WAR 

WHITES 

 The effects of the 2nd Anglo Boer war were both negative and positive, long term and 

short term in nature. 

 During this war, the Boers were totally defeated this time. 

 The Boers became victorious on paper 

 The British won the battle and removed the first or old peeling that they were a separate 

force. 

 The Boer republics of Transvaal and Orange free State lost their political independence 

and became British colonies 

 Paul Kruger the Boer president was defeated and disappointed old as he was; he was sent 

into exile where he met his death in 1904. 

 The defeat and the death of Paul Kruger led to the rise of new other personalities like 

Hertszog, Smuts, and Botha etc. 



 

 There was property destruction e.g. Boer farms and homes. 

 The war disrupted the economic activities e.g. trade and agriculture. 

 There was shortage of food hence famine and starvation. 

 The population of the whites drastically reduced as a result of death of the people. 

 The war was expensive or costly in terms of lives and resources. 

 The Boers came out of this war more determined and united than ever before. 

 The war made the British to withdraw their support from the Africans. 

 The war made the Boers and the British to reconcile and forget their past differences 

 This later led to the federation or union of the two parties in what came to be known a the 

Act of Union of South Africa (1910) 

 The Boers were compensated for the loss by the British and they were given 3m pounds 

as compensation. 

 They were also given 30m pounds for the reconstruction and development. 

 The British accepted to release the Boer prisoners of war. 

 This war paved way for the use of English and Dutch as official languages in South 

Africa. 

 The war was concluded by signing a peace treaty of vereeniging in 1902. 

BLACKS 

 Like the whites, the Blacks or Africans lost lives too. 

 It is said that about 20,000 Africans died only. 

 The population of the Africans like that of the Whites reduced. 

 The war disrupted trade and agriculture of the Africans. 

 Diseases, famine and starvation claimed a number of African lives. 

 Africans lost their land to the whites as a result of this war. 

 Africans lost their political independence to the whites as a result of this war. 

 The Africans workers in minutes were punished for running away during war. 

 Africans were forced into concentration camps w here they suffered a number of social 

like prostitution, drug abuse etc. 

 It led to the adoption of apartheid policy against the Africans. 

 The 2nd Anglo Boer war led to the rise and growth of African nationalism. 

 JOHN CECIL RHODES: 

 Cecil Rhodes was born in England to a Clergyman in Essex 

 He was a leading  British imperialist in South Africa 



 

 

 His dream was to follow the footsteps of his father 

 Unfortunately, his health was fragile/sickly 

 He was forced to move to South Africa where he met his fortune laters 

 At 17 he joined his brother on a cotton farm in South Africa 

 This set the platform for the beginning of his fortune 

 At Kimberly, he achieved fabulous wealth and his real career in South Africa/He became 

very rich 

 Later, he completed his self sponsored degree in Oxford 

 By 1881, Rhodes formed the Beers mining company limited 

 The company controlled almost all South African Diamond trade 

 Later he bought his rival company (Barny Barnato) and therefore became a monopolist 

 In 1881, he became a member of parliament 

 The discovery of Gold in 1886 at Witwatersrand and Transvaal further added to his vast 

fortune 

 He later climbed the ladders of leadership due to the influence of his friend Hofmeyr, 

leader of the Afrikaaner Bond 

 In 1890 he had become a prime minister of the cape colony 

 Rhodes greatest ambition was to have an expansion of the British power in central and 

South Africa/ painting the map of Africa red. 

 He supported the federation plan of uniting South Africa under British control 

 He also fought German imperialism in south west Africa/Namibia 

 As well as the Portuguese influence in Mozambique 

 He conflicted with Paul Kruger of Transvaal in the struggle to determine the master of 

South Africas politics 

 Rhodes also felt that Bechuanaland/Botswana should be under British control 

 I 1886 the British declared a protectorate over Bechuanaland now Botswana 

 He blocked the possibility of the German Boer Alliance in South Africa 

 He helped the British to gain control of more African land eg pondo land, Zulu land, and 

Tonga land 

 He even blocked the Boer/ Transvaal expansion Northwords 

 He always fought for the economic integration with Transvaal to allow free movement of 

goods and services 

 Provided full support for the Utilanders civil and political rights in Transvaal eg fair 



 

taxation, use of English, fair business contracts etc 

 He even smuggled arms From Johannesburg to use them against Paul Kuger 

 He sought for the full support of the colonial secretary Joseph Chamberlin to fight for the 

civil rights of the Utilanders 

 In 1895, he planned the unsuccessful Jameson Raid to promote British imperialism 

 Later, he resigned his post as prime minister of the cape after failure 

 Even his friendship with Jan Hofmeyr, the leader of the Afrikaaner Bond collapsed 

 He resorted his whole life to the activities of the British South African Campany 

 He had founded this company to support British imperialism in central and South Africa 

 He even acquired permission from the British to govern Rhodesia/Zimbabwe 

 He setup a police force under his brother John Rhodes and Jameson to improve security 

in Botswana 

 The great Empire builder died in 1902 and was buried in Zimbabwe at Mattops  

 PAUL KRUGER 

 Pau Kruger was born in 1825 in the cape 

 He was a clever and determined young man 

 His early life was full of hunting and fighting 

 That is why he never got meaningful education 

 The only book he ever read was a bible 

 At 12 years, he had taken part in the Great Trek 

 The Great Trek shaped his life and later actions in south Africa 

 He always associated his life, with great honour, to the early Great Trek battles 

 He strongly hated the British from the bitter lessons of the Great Trek 

 He also had a passionate feeling to defend the Boer hard won independence at all costs 

 Paul Krugers future actions were further shaped by his forceful personality and oratory 

 Skills 

 He was always determined to keep the Boer values of racial prejudice and fierce  

 During the early years of the Transvaal republic he, commanded the Boers against 

African hostile groups e.g the pedi resistance. 

 Because of his great service in the Boer military units, he was appointed the commander 

general of the entire Transvaal. 

 He led the Boer resistance movement against the British annexation of Transvaal in 1877. 

 He and Jourbert led a Boer delegation to London to lobby for Transvaal independence but 

unfortunately the request was rejected by the British. 



 

 They were left with no alternative but to prepare for armed rebellion against the British. 

 His victory over the British in this war won him great admiration from the Boers. 

 He was then appointed together with Jourbert and Pretorious to administer the country. 

 Because of his popularity  and respect among the Boers Paul Kruger was erected 

President of Transvaal, Kruger pursued different idea conflicting with those of Cecil 

Rhodes the British Cape Prime Minister. 

 He desired to make a united and strong Boer Republic governing the whole of South 

Africa. 

 He hoped to extend its territory to the east coast so as to be in direct contact with the 

world therefore independent. 

 Paul Kruger led the Jameson raid of 1895 where he embarrassed the British. 

 The big number of Utilanders threatened Paul Kruger’s plans for a free united and 

independent Transvaal republic without British interference. 

 To check and block the Utilanders, he denied them their political and civil rights in 

Transvaal. 

 He blocked Utilanders from voting or be voted for. 

 He did not allow them to be tried by the jury. 

 And they were prevented from speaking Engish in public. 

 

THE VEREENIGING TREATY (1902) 

 It was the 2nd Anglo Boer war that led to the signing of the Vereeniging treaty of 

1902 and this treaty was signal on 3 1st May, 1902 

 Alfred Milner and Lord Kitchener signed on behalf of Britain and Gen. Smuts, Gen Botha 

and Gen Hertzog signed on behalf of the Boers 

 The treaty was signed with the aim of ending the conflicts between the two parties, 

reconcile, heal the wounds and fill the gaps that had been created by the conflicts. 

TERMS OF THE TREATY 

 It was decided that Transvaal and Orange Free State that were Boer republics were to 

become British colonies. 

 However, these two colonies were promised self independence in the near future by the 

British. 

 It was agreed that the two parties should release and exchange the prisoners of war and 

pardon those who were still fighting. 

 They also discussed the question of the political rights of the Africans during the signing 



 

of the treaty. 

 If was also agreed that the British were to compensate the Boers for the damages caused 

by the war and the Boers were given 3m pounds for compensation. 

 It was agreed that 3m pounds should be given to the Boers for the development. 

 The treaty stated that there was need to protect whites but leave the Africans insecure 

 It was decided that a police force was to be put to disarm and punish anyone found with a 

gun. 

 The British on the other hand were allowed to remain with their guns against the attacks 

of the Africans. 

 It was stated and agreed upon that the British were to stop protecting the Africans and 

their rights. 

 Another issue concerned the question of the official language to be used and it was agreed 

that Dutch and English were to be used as the official languages and with equal status. 

 The two parties agreed to put in place concentration or reserve camps for the Africans 

who had lost land. 

 The British and the Boers agreed to punish the Africans who deserted or abandoned work.



f 

144 (Page 

 

 During the treaty, the Boers and the British agreed to for 1 government and it came to be 

known as the Act of Union of South Africa. 

 

EFFECTS OF THE VEREENING TREATY 
 

 The effects were positive and negative, long term and short term in nature. 

 The treaty made the Boers to lose their political independence to the British. 

 The treaty made the Boer republics of Transvaal and Orange Free State to become British 

colonies. 

 The Boers won great deals from the war and the treaty in that they were compensated. 

 The treaty ended the conflicts and wars that existed between the Boers and the British 

since the days of the great trek. 

 English and Dutch were adopted as official languages in South Africa. 

 The treaty made the Boers to emerge from the war and the treaty more stronger and 

united than before. 

 But also, it divided the Boers in that some wanted to continue with the war but others 

were tired of the war. 

 The treaty denied the Africans their political rights. 

 The treaty led to the rise and growth of the African nationalism. 

 The treaty made the British to withdraw their protection which they use to offer 

to the Blacks. 

 Africans were disarmed and punished for possessing guns. 

 The Africans lost land to the whites. 

 The treaty sowed seeds for the policy of apartheid in South Africa. 

 It led to the federation of act of Union of South Africa 

 The treaty led to the calling of the National convention of 1908. 

THE NATIONAL CONVENTION (1980) 

 It was a conference that was held in the city of Durban in Natal province. 

 The conference was held in 1908. 

 It was attended by delegates from the four provinces of South Africa i.e. Cape, Transvaal, 

Orange Free State, Natal. 

 The provinces were the cape colony, Transvaal. Natal and Orange Free State. 

 There were also racist observers from Rhodesia 

 Only delegates from the cape represented both the Africans and Europeans 



 

 A number of factors led to the calling of the National convention i.e.; 

 It was called to decide on the acceptable formula of Union that was binding both Boers 

and the British. 

 It was called to discuss the detail of the Union constitution 

 To discuss the nature of the Franchise (way/system of handling voting) who to vote or to 

be voted for. 

 Also to discuss the racial politics or racial segregation. 

 To remove economic barriers which existed between the British and the Boer states 

 To discuss the issue of the national language to be used 

 To implement the terms of the treaty of Vereengiing of 1902 i.e. to stop 

occurance of another war. 

 It was called o stop the occurance of further wars between the Boers and the British. 

 Also to put in practice the issue of inter territorial railways. 

 To put in place a customs union of the provinces so as to remove economic barriers and 

allow closer economic corporation. 

EFFECTS OF THE NATIONAL CONVENTION 

 During the convention they agreed to form a union government composed of both the 

Boers and British. 

 It was also agreed that the whole of South Africa was to be under the British control. 

 The convention drafted and passed the union constitution to govern the people in the 

union government. 

 The union government was to be headed by .a governor general. 

 The governor general was to appointed by the British government and would be 

answerable to the queen. 

 English and Dutch were to be used as the official languages in South Africa with 

equal status. 

 It was also resolved that the Africans and the welfare should not be considered. 

 Apartheid policy was introduced by the National convention of 1908. 

 Botha Louis became the 1st prime minister of the new union government. 

 They agreed to put in place a parliament which to chambers or houses ie the upper house 
and the lower house. 

 The non whites in this parliament were to be represented by the whites who were 
supposed to be missionaries. 

 It blocked the non whites from entering the union parliament. 

 The four colonies changed their status and became provinces or districts. 



 

 The voting rights were limited to only adult white males, others were ignored (non 

whites) 

 Ten ministers were to be appointed to assist the governor general. 

 Provisions were made within the constitution to include other British territories to include 

 Rhodesia, Botswana and Basuto land into the union. 

THE ACT OF UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA (1950) 

• After the 2nd Anglo Boer war and signing of the vereeniging treaty, the national 

convention was called and it came up with a new constitution which brought the Boers 

and the British colonies together. 

• The Act of Union of South Africa therefore concerned the attempts to bring together the 

white republics into a collective government. 

• The colonies that were brought together include Orange Free State, Natal, Transvaal and 

Cape Town. 

• The Act of Union was founded and started operating on 31st May 1910. 

REASONS OR FACTORS FOR THE FORMATION OF THE ACT OF UNION 
OF 

SOUTH AFRICA 

 It was to stop the long time conflicts between the Boers and the British which resulted 

into wars between the two parties 

 It was to bring about economic corporation among the four colonies ie remove economic 

barriers (tariffs). 

 The need by the Boers and British who had at least fought on 3 bitter occasions to 

reconcile and forget the past to the formation of the Act of Union. 

 It was put in place for them to have a common stand against the non whites. 

 The fear of the possible African rebellions led to the formation of the Act of Union. 

 The need to control the movement of Africans from one place to another in search for 

employment opportunities led to the formation of the Act of Union. 

 The Boers of Transvaal and Orange Free State got their independence in 1908. This made 

them to believe that they were on equal footing with the British and this made them to 

accept to form the Act of Union. 

 The union was put in place because the British feared the Boers might ally or join with 

another hostile country e.g. Germany and throw away the British out of South Africa. 

 The death of the hard liners or war mongers like Paul Kruger and Ceil Rhodes led to the 



 

formation of the Act of Union. 

 The Union government was formed to lower the administrative costs or expenses. 

 The need to avoid duplication of services led to the formation of the union government. 

 The need to avoid unnecessary competition between the two parties led to the formation 

of the Union government. 

 The role played by the leading personalities of the time i.e. George Grey, Selbourne, and 

Lord Carnavan led to the formation of the Act of Union of South Africa. 

 The signing of the vereeniging treaty of 1902 called for unity between the two parties 

hence the union government. 

 The British desire to destroy Boer nationalism and independence led to the formation of 

the Union government. 

FACTORS THAT DELAYED THE UNION GOVERNMENT 

 Existence of different political ideologies or thinking or philosophy between the British 

and the Boers. 

 The question of language to be used in the union government. 

 The question of the capital city of the union government delayed the process. However, it 

was solved by creating three capital cities ie Cape Town (legislature), Pretoria (executive) 

and Bloemfontein (judiciary). 

 The issue of Franchise. It was agreed that the Africans be defranchised (not allowed to 

vote or be voted). 

 The question of racial policy delayed the union formation. 

 Here, they agreed to adopt Apartheid policy and mistreat Africans. 

 The existence of hard liners such as Paul Kruger and Ceil Rhodes ie Paul Kruger o the 

side of the Boers and Ceil Rhodes on the side of the British. 

 Existence of the long term conflicts between the two parties made them fight wars and it 

delayed the formation of the union government. However, the signing of the vereeniging 

treaty. 

 The question of the constitution to be adopted or used delayed the formation of the union 

government. It was solved by calling the National convention of 1902. 

 The existence of many other states was yet another obstacle that delayed the formation of 

the Union government. It was solved by ignoring them. 

TERMS OF THE ACT OF UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

♦> The Act of union was an attempt to bring together the British and the Boer colonies in the 



 

collective government. 

❖ The colonies that were brought together were Transvaal. Orange Free State, Cape Town 

and Natal. 

❖ The union was formed and started operating on 31st May 1910 and it had the following 

terms; 

• The union government was to be headed by the governor general representing the majesty 

and queen and was appointed by the British government. 

• The governor general was to be assisted by 10 other ministers in the running of the 

government. 

• The union was t have a parliament with supreme authority over the four colonies. 

• The parliament was to be composed of 2 houses i.e. the upper house and the lower house 

and the lower house proposed laws and the upper house passed them. 

• The 10 ministers that assisted the governor general were selected from either 

houses or chambers.  

• The members of the lower house in the parliament served for five years and in the upper 

house served for 10 years. 

• Voting was restricted only to adult male Europeans. Females and non Europeans were not 

allowed. 

• A white missionary was appointed to represent the interests of the non whites. 

• Some very rich Africans were given some limited degree of political freedom only in 

Cape and Natal. 

• It was agreed that the four colonies that formed the union were to change their status and 

became districts. 

• Each district or province was headed by an administrator who was assisted by four 

elected leaders. 

• Each district or province had the duty of providing its own social services like health, 

education, roads etc. 

• The union government was to have 3 capital cities i.e. Pretoria, Cape town and 

Bloemfontein (executive, legislature and judiciary). 

• It was agreed that there should be complete equality and use of English and Dutch as 

official languages. 

• Later, they also agreed other provinces in the Union e.g. Rhodesia etc. 



 

EFFECTS OR THE Of OUTCOMES OF THE ACT OF UNION 

 The effects of the Act of Union were positive and negative 

 Some were long term and short term in nature and they affected and the blacks and the 

whites. 

 The Act of Union ended the long term conflicts between the British and the Boers since 

the days of the great trek 

 It brought about economic corporation and progress among the provinces or districts 

 It created a big market of over 6,000,000 people. 

 The Union removed all restrictions that existed before among the four colonies. 

 The Union promoted the position of the whites at the expense of the Africans. They 

became the 1st class citizens 

 Africans were reduced to an inferior position by the Act (2nd class citizens) 

 The Act of union put the politics of South Africa in the hands of the whites only 

until 1994. 

 The union enslaved the Africans in their own country. 

 Because of the Act of Union the British stopped protecting the interests of non whites 

 The act of union made the Africans to lose their land to the whites. 

 The act of union led to the creation of concentration or reserve camps or black towns 

commonly known as Bantustans (Soweto) with their associated evils. 

 The act of union led to the passing of oppressive laws against the non whites. 

 The act of union limited the movement of the blacks in their own country. 

 Africans lost their political independence to the whites. 

 It led to the rise and growth of African nationalism. 

 The union made the Africans to be the poorest of the poor. 

 The act led to the formation of African political parties to fight for their rights 

 It led to the occurance of African riots leading to untold deaths e.g. the sharpville killings. 

 English and Dutch were adopted as the official languages in South Africa. 

 Africans lived under very poor conditions of life. 

 South Africa became very powerful as a country on the continent Africa. 

 The act officially legalized the policy of racial segregation or apartheid. 

APARTHEID POLICY 

(RACIAL DISCRIMINATION) IN SOUTH ALRICA 

 Apartheid is a word which means separation or keeping races apart. 



 

 It also means racial discrimination or segregation based on white’s domination. 

 In South Africa Apartheid meant separate development for different races. 

 This policy started way back since the coming of the Boers but it was made official in 

1948. 

 The policy was started as a result of racial class interests i.e. favoring the whites against 

the non whites. # 

 The policy aimed at maintaining whites supremacy against other races. 

 It was also about different or separate residential areas and services for different races. 

 It also involved whites domination in the political and economic aspects of life 

 In South Africa, apartheid was .given a brand name Christian nationalism i.e. when God 

was creating he created in unequal manner i.e. he created the whites first and others later. 

 It was also known as paramount boss ship. 

AIMS OR REASONS FOR THE FORMATION OF APARTHEID 
 A Number of reasons or aims were behind the formation of apartheid policy and they were in 

the field social, political and economic aspect of life. 

 The whites in South Africa wanted to maintain their supremacy and purity. 

 The whites feared to be over whelmed by the majority non whites. 

 The whites also wanted the Africans to live alone in the reserve camps also known as the 

Bantustans. 

 They wanted to maintain Africans as a source of cheap labour. 

 Apartheid policy was introduced to stop inter racial mixing. 

 Apartheid also aimed at destroying African nationalism and their desire to be free. 

 Apartheid was intended to limit the voting rights or to control the political affairs of 

South Africa. 

 It also aimed at maintaining peace, stability and order because Africans were looked at as 

source of instability or disorder. 

 Apartheid aimed at reducing competition in work places between the whites and non 

whites. 

 Apartheid policy was used to divide and rule the Africans because it was easy to rule 

divided people. 

 Apartheid was intended to keep Africans behind or to remain undeveloped. 

 The whites used this policy to obey God’s creative plan ie God never wanted people to 

mix. 



 

HOW APARTHEID APPLIED 

EDUCATION 

 The kind of education given to the Africans was to prepare them for interior jobs like 

brick laying, carpentry and joinery, agriculture etc. 

 The education given to the Africans ensured that professional training was not for them 

e.g. they never trained engineers, doctors, lawyers etc. 

 The education system was supposed to be conducted in their local languages. 

 Africans schools were not supposed to be in towns so they were rural based. 

 Africans were not supposed to reach university if any very few. 

 Even the type and standard of schools also varied. 

EMPLOYMENT 

 In 1911 mines and works act out lawed the employment of Africans as professionals. 

 Skilled and semi skilled labour was reserved for the whites. The Africans were given 

unskilled labour. 

 In 1937, the government industrial act denied the Africans membership in any registered 

trade union. 

 Africans were not supposed to work in towns. 

 While working, the Africans were supposed to be paid little if 

any  

LAND OWNERSHIP 

 In 1913, land act restricted the Africans from staying outside their home districts 

 By 1913, land had been divided into two i.e. fertile and mineralized land was for the 

whites and the rest for the blacks 

 Africans were supposed to get pass cards or permission to move out of their villages and 

were not allowed to stay out for more than 3 days 

 Africans were also supposed to get permission to enter into towns and not to spend more 

than 72 hours while there. 

 The whites owned about 87% of the total land of South Africa. 

 In 1937, the urban areas act was passed and it became illegal for an African to be found in 

a city. 

OTHERS 

 In 1949, marriage act was passed and inter racial sex and marriage was stopped. 

 In 1950, even the whites were stopped from having sex with blacks. 

 Social services were also to be separated e.g. roads, hospitals, schools, leisure parks. 



 

EFFECTS OF APARTHEID POLICY 

AFRICANS 

 The policy denied the Africans the chance to exploit their potentials fully. 

 Africans lost their political independence and rights e.g. right to vote. 

 It led to the outbreak of violent protests like Soweto and sharpville protests. 

 Apartheid made the Africans to become 2nd class citizens in their own country. 

 Many Africans were killed during these protests especially the students of sharpville.  

 Many Africans were arrested, detained for opposing the policy among them were Thabo 

Mbeki, Albert Luthuli, Nelson Madhiba Mandella etc. 

 Africans were denied many opportunities by this policy and they became very poor.  



 

 Africans were forced to live in slums commonly known as Bantustans (Soweto, Natal 

etc). 

 Apartheid increased enmity or hatred between the whites and non whites. 

 They denied the Africans a number of freedom e.g. association movement speech etc. 

 The policy discriminated the Africans in all aspects of life Political social and economic. 

 Africans lost land especially the fertile and mineralized land. 

 It led to the rise of African nationalism to fight for independence and rights 

 It led to the formation of political parties to fight against the policy e.g. African national 

congress. 

 It led to the formation of outside armed rebellions to fight against the policy. 

Whites 

 The policy worked in favor of the whites and stood to benefit from it in the following 

ways; 

 The whites became very rich and they got whatever they wanted. 

 The whites acquired cheap labour from the Africans. 

 The whites dominated the political, social and economic aspects of life of South 

Africa. 

 They acquired land. 

 They became first class citizens. 

THE BANTUSTANS 

 Bantustans were isolated homelands for the Africans or blacks. 

 Bantustans came from two words; bantu meaning blacks and stans meaning 

homelands  

 So they were isolated homelands for the blacks. 

 They were semi independent political units and leadership in these homes were in the 

hands of the Africans 

 They were formed as a result of apartheid regime and they started in 1940s and included 

the following  

- Gazankuru 

- Kwazulu 

- Ndebele 

- Shangani 

- Transkei 

- Swazi 

- Venda venda 

- Qwaqwa 

- Lebowa 



 

REASONS FOR THEIR FORMATION  



 

 They were formed as a result of the apartheid policy that was practiced by the whites in 

South Africa. 

 The whites wanted to separate the 2 races and keep them apart i.e. whites from 

the blacks. 

 They also wanted to promote separate development for the different races i.e. to develop 

the whites and under develop the blacks. 

 It was also aimed at ensuring white supremacy or domination i.e. to keep the whites 

powerful and in power. 

 They were also intended to weaken African criticism against the whites. 

 It was also intended to make communication among the African tribes difficult. 

 Also to promote unity and security of the whites by keeping the blacks far away. 

 Bantustans were also aimed at enslaving Africans by putting them in camps. 

 The whites wanted to create reserves where they could easily get labour to work for them. 

 Also because the whites wanted to divert African attention from the mineralized areas so 

that they own them alone 

 Because the whites wanted to exploit the resources of South Africa. 

 Also because the wanted to avoid unnecessary competition between the whites and blacks 

for employment. 

 Bantustans were also aimed at dividing and ruling the Africans without much resistance. 

 It was intended to ensure that the whites remained rich as the Africans remained poor. 

 It was intended to improve on the standards of living of the whites while ignoring the 

blacks. 

 It was also intended to enforce the terms of the act of union of 1910. 

 The whites wanted to ensure social discrimination of Africans in education, health, 

transport, housing etc. 

 Bantustans were aimed at disarming the Africans completely and make them defenseless. 

 Also was intended to defranchise the Africans i.e. to remove the voting rights. 

 The whites also wanted to use the system of Bantustans as a way of internal 

decolonization i.e. Africans in the Bantustans regarded themselves as independent. 

 Also to restrict the movement of Africans from one place to another. 

 Also to reduce African pressure by making the pre-occupied with local issues in their 

home lands. 



 

EFFECTS OF THE BANTUSTANS 

 The effects were both negative and positive before largely negative to the Africans. 

 Also they were political, social and economic. 

 Africans lost most of their fertile lands to the whites. 

 There was loss of cultural and tribal identity by Africans whereby they became 

westernized and lost their identity. 

 It increased segregation of Africans by the whites. 

 Bantustans encouraged the apartheid policy. 

 Africans were kept away from good social services like schools, hospitals, recreation 

grounds etc. 

 The policy of Bantustans greatly reduced the African sense of nationalism as each group 

started to think along tribal lines and not a united South Africa. 

 They led to a wide spread loss of lives due to ethnic clashes that came up 

between the groups. 

 There was depopulation among Africans as some were killed and others ran away from 

South Africa. 

 Africans were disarmed left militarily defenseless hence became greatly weakened. 

 Africans suffered from wide spread starvation (famine) in the Bantustans. 

 It encouraged Africans to organize uprisings or rebellions e.g. sharpville uprising. 

 Africans lost control over the Bantustans foreign affairs. 

 They also lost control over the spending of finances in their Bantustans. 

 There w'as increased pressure on land due Jo over population in the Bantustans. 

 Africans especially the youths moved to look for work in the towns and mines hence 

coming up of the system of migrant labourers. 

 Some of the African nationalists were arrested and tortured as a result of opposing the 

system of Bantustans e.g. Nelson Mandela. 

 Other African nationalists were forced to run away into exile e.g. Olive Thembo. 

 Some other nationalists were arrested and tortured and killed e.g. Chris Hani and Steve 

Biko. 

 There was wide spread of diseases among people in the Bantustans due to their 

congestion e.g. cholera was rampant. 

 There were increased crime rates and other social evils in the Bantustans e.g. drug abuse, 

theft etc 

 Africans were restricted to doing dirty and manual jobs. 



 

 In conclusion, the creations of Bantustans lead to more misery and suffering as a sign of 

abuse. 

REACTIONS AGAINST APARTHEID 

 Different groups of people reacted differently to apartheid whereby Inkatha collaborated 

while others restricted ANC 

 Other reacted by organizing street demonstrations like one of sharpville in 1960 and 

Soweto in 1976. 

 Among the notable resistors included Walter Sisulu, Oliver Thambo, Nelson Mandela and 

Albert Luthuli. Bishop Desmond Tutu. 

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 

 This was the largest and best known political movement against apartheid. 

 It was started in 1912 as the South African Native Congress 

 In 1935, it was remained and called the ANC with its first president as Dr. Xurna. 

 He was later assisted by other nationalists who came up e.g. Bishop Desmond Tutu, 

Albert Luthuli, and Oliver Thambu. 

 It was formed to fight for the independence of South Africa from white domination. 

 Also to encourage mutual understanding among the different groups in South Africa. 

 It was also to defend and uphold the rights of Africans 

 It was also to act as a mouth piece or voice for the voiceless Africans against apartheid. 

 It was intended to fight against white enslavement of the Africans. 

 It was also intended to fight against the unfair land distribution i.e. to recover some of the 

land taken by the whites. 

 To fight against the unfair taxation system imposed by the whites on the Africans. 

 To educate Africans about their rights. 

 It was also intended to fight against exploitation of African by the whites. 

 It was intended to fight against the oppression and mistreatment of Africans by the 

whites. 

 It was also to improve on the standards of living of the Africans. 

 It was intended to mobilize resources to fight against apartheid. 

 In order to ensure that they rid South Africa of all the evils associated with apartheid. 

 It was formed due to the encouragement by the Pan African Movement. 

 To mobiles resources from other well wishers outside South Africa. 

ROLE OF ANC IN THE FIGHT AGAINST APARTHEID 

 It spear headed the struggle for independence. 



 

 It attracted strong nationalists e.g. Nelson Mandela. Oliver Thambo. Chris Hani etc. 

 It mobilized funds from donors to finance the political party activities. 

 It attracted and formed the youth league which injected life in the party. 

 It exposed to the whole world how apartheid could not be changed constitutionally. 

 It went on nationwide mobilization. 

 It joined hands with the Indians to strengthen their struggle. 

 It organized the defiance campaigns against apartheid. 

 It organized peaceful demonstrations against passed laws. 

 It sought recognition from world bodies e.g. OAU and UNO. 

 It won support from many African governments including Uganda who trained their 

guerilla fighters e.g. Ntenjeru in Kayunga in Uganda. 

 It managed to get arms and training facilities from Africans and Europeans. 

 It formed an armed wiring called Umkonto We Sizwe (Spear of the nation) to carry out 

military operations. 

 The armed wiring carried out bombing and military sabotage against the whites. 

 It campaigned for the release of the prisoners arrested because of freedom fighting eg 

Nelson Mandela 

 It lobbied or convinced the UNO to put pressure on racists’ regime. 

 It worn sympathy of some countries that boycotted Olympic Games because South Africa 

participated. 

 It obtained education scholarships for nationalists. 

 It sought for political asylum for the nationalists. 

 It demanded for sanctions against the racist regime. 

 It fought for African civil rights and freedoms 

PROBLEMS FACED ANC 

❖ Lack of proper funding since the majority of the Africans were poor. 

❖ Tribal disunity that divided the party. 

❖ Some countries like Malawi and DRC refused to support the ANC. 

❖ Many blacks were killed during the rebellions that were organized. 

❖ Most of the leaders were arrested and imprisoned from time to time e.g. Mandela. 

❖ Other African leaders died while in prison e.g. Albert Luthuli. 

❖ Other leaders of ANC were forced into exile e.g. Oliver Thambo. 

❖ Political parties suffered from brutality of the racists' regime. 

❖ ANC lacked strong determined and able bodied leaders. 



 

❖ It remained dormant or inactive for a long time until 1945. 

❖ The party lacked grass root support because of the general fear of the regime. 

 The party suffered from high level of illiteracy and ignorance among Africans. 

❖ Africans were not united behind ANC i.e. not all supported the party. 

❖ The military wing of ANC (spear of the nation) lacked enough strength to carry out its 

activities. 

❖ The members of ANC were restricted from carrying out their activities. 

❖ Western countries like USA and Canada supported the racists' regime. 

❖ There was disunity within the party itself e.g. the youths hated the old and the peaceful 

ones hated the violent ones. 

❖ UN played double standards and it became a problem to the party. 

❖ Even the OAU had its weakness i.e. was a toothless barking dog or a barking dog that 

seldom bites.  

❖ Africans had inferior weapons compared to the whites. 

❖ Shortage of training grounds for their fighters. 

❖ Some fellow African states betrayed the freedom fighters. 

❖ The whites used the policy of divide and rule. 

❖ The whites’ regime had a very good economy compared to that of Africans. 

THE SHARPEVILLE MASSACRE OR SHOOTING OF 1960 

 It can also be called the pass protests. 

 It took place during the apartheid regime led by Dr. Verwood. 

 The protests took place in the dirty township of Sharpeville near the mining town of 

 The incident took place on Monday 21st March 1960. 

 The incident involved panicky policemen who opened gun fire on a harmless crowd who 

were protesting against the unfair pass laws. 

 It was also because of the role played by Lt. Colonel Piennar and Major Van Zyl who 

were the leaders and ordered the shooting at Sharpeville police station. 

 Also because the police believed that Africans could not protest peacefully. 

 Also because-a few rowdy Africans started throwing stones at the police officer’s car. 

 Also because the Sharpeville policemen were not well trained in dealing with massive 

crowds of protestors. 

 The incident was also caused by poor housing conditions among the Africans leading to 



 

congestion. 

 Also because of poor social facilities in the township of Sharpeville i.e. shortage of water 

and power. 

 There was poor pay for the African workers which made them to protest. 

 The long working hours with little pay made the Africans to protest. 

 Also because the white landlords had increased the house rent for the houses in the 

township. The Africans were protesting against the unpopular labour laws which left 

them as mere slaves. 

 The reduction in wages of black workers left the Africans not happy hence decided to 

protest. The desire for political independence by the Africans also encouraged the protest. 

 Because of the role played by the Pan African Congress with its slogan "Africa for 

Africans" Also because of the role played by the Pan African Congress leader Tsella who 

mobilized the Africans to protest. 

 Because of the role and encouragement of the ANC leaders such as Robert Sobukwe. 

 The land grabbing acts of the whites encouraged the Africans to protest leading to the 

Sharpeville Massacre. 

 The disrespect by white policemen to Africans' privacy ie they would enter African 

houses without permission and check around.



 

• Because of denying Africans chances of better employment 

• Because of the rise of militarism and extremism among the youths who decided to attack 

the Sharpeville police. 

• The Africans were also protesting against the idea of Bantustans. 

EFFECTS OF THE SHARPEVILLE MASSACRE 

• Over 60 blacks were shot dead. 

• Over 180 Africans were wounded. 

• Over 20,000 blacks were arrested and imprisoned without trial. 

• A lot of property was destroyed e.g. vehicles and buildings 

• There was increased misery and suffering among the Africans. 

• The OAU condemned the Massacre and started planning to liberate South Africa. 

• The Massacre increased enmity between whites and blacks. 

• The apartheid government banned the political activities of the ANC and PAC. 

• The youths became more militant and many joined the spear of the nation. 

• A state of emergency was declared in South Africa. 

• Many nationalists were imprisoned e.g. Albert 1uthuli. Nelson Mandela etc. 

• More strikes and demonstrations were organized across the country. 

• Demonstrators burnt their pass books and encouraged others around South Africa to do 

the same. 

• The 28th March, I 960 was declared a day of mourning which is celebrated up to today. 

• Many Africans in other towns refused to go to work as a way of protesting the massacre. 

• Public meetings were banned across the country. 

• It encouraged increased underground movement by a group called Poqo. 

• The UN condemned the incident describing it as evil and inhuman. 

• The international world also condemned the act of the white police in south Africa 

• Some European investors condemned the Act and withdrew their monies from South 

Africa. 

• A non-violence approach called Ghandisrn started to gain ground and was later adopted. - 

THE SOWETO UPRISING 1976 

• The uprising started on 16th June 1976 in the African township known as Soweto. 

• The incident is also known as the students protest or uprising of 1976.



 

 It was organized by African students led by a 19 year old Mashinini. 

 It was organized against the racists' government or apartheid regime of Prime Minister 

Vorster. 

 Many coloureds and industrial workers joined the students in the riots. 

 It was started when pupils of Orlando West Junior Secondary School. 

 The riots spread over three days and extended to other parts of the country. 

 These riots became South Africa’s bloodiest protests ever organized by the blacks. 

 The riots extended to other towns like Cape town Hast London, Port Elizabeth etc The 

pupils were rising against the unpopular Bantu education act. 

 The riots were also a result of unruly gangs in township of Soweto. 

 Because of the poor housing conditions in the township which made other people join the 

students. 

 Poor social services like absence of electricity and running water made many people join 

the riots. 

 Because of giving the blacks mainly agricultural education 

 Because African schools were greatly congested and the government did nothing to solve 

the problem. 

 Africans were to be taught in their native languages as the means of instruction which the 

blacks hated. 

 The African schools had very few teachers who were always absent. 

 The apartheid government had also created separate universities for the different races 

which the African student opposed. 

 It greatly encouraged African nationalism 

 The OAU greatly condemned the acts of the whites  

 The UNO also condemned the incident describing it as barbaric and inhuman.  

  The 16th June was declared as the day of the Al a an child and it is celebrated up to today. 

 The removal of African education from missionary control greatly annoyed the Africans 

 Also because the apartheid policy discouraged Africa r s from acquiring higher education. 

 Because of the existence of few schools which because source of discontent among 

Africans since they were many. 

 The desire for political independence among Africans It was against unfair 

arrests and imprisonment without trial. 

 Because of the exiling and killing of African political leaders. 



 

 The students were also encouraged by the ANC leaders like Robert Sobukwe and Nelson 

Mandela. 

 Because of the high levels of poverty among the Africans. 

 Africans demanded for equal opportunities with the whites. 

 Because of formation of African students union which acted as their mouth piece Because 

of increased militarism among the Africans against the apartheid regime. 

EFFECTS OF THE SOWETO UPRISING 

 Around 176 people especially students were killed or loss of lives. 

 There was depopulation among the blacks. 

 Many ring leaders were arrested and imprisoned 

 The uprising led to the death of Steve Biko who died in prison in 1977. 

 Over 1000 Africans were injured 

 There was destruction of property especially buildings and vehicles The blacks attacked 

the white schools and burnt them down. 

 Other African leaders like Nelson Mandela were arrested and imprisoned. 

 The uprising encouraged formation of the Africa armed youth wing of Poqo and spear of 

the nation. 

 Many African workers refused to go for work 

 The rising undermined industrial activities causing heavy financial losses. 

 It greatly increased opposition and hatred against the whites. 

 Some whites started sympathizing with the blacks and joined tern in the struggle against 

apartheid 

 It greatly encouraged African nationalism 

 The OAU greatly condemned the Acts of the whites 

 The UNO also condemned the incident describing it as barbaric and inhuman. 

 5The 16th June was declared as the day of the African child and 

it celebrated up to today. 

FRONTLINE STATES IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST APARTHEID 

Qn: Describe a role played by frontline states in the light against apartheid 

 Frontline states were countries that came together to tight apartheid. 

 They were mainly neighboring states to South Africa like Botswana, Mozambique, 

Zimbabwe, Zambia and Tanzania. 

 Later, other states also came in like Uganda. libya and Egypt 



 

 The founders included Robert Mugabe, Kenneth kaunda. Julius Nyerere, Samora Machel 

and Milton Obote. 

 Most of these were OAU members states 

 The front line states called for the Independence of South Africa 

 They provided training grounds for South Africa guerillas. 

 They also provided logistics or welfare materials for the South African forces or guerilla 

forces. 

 They convinced the European states against apartheid i.e. that it could be stopped 

peacefully. 

 Frontline states contributed funds towards the struggle against apartheid. 

 Some offered supply routes for personnel and weapons e.g. the port of Maputo. 

 They acted as a mouth piece for the oppressed people in South Africa. 

 They used the press to attack apartheid i.e. radios, TVs and news papers in their countries. 

 They encouraged Fide Clerk to negotiate with Nelson Mandela. 

 Frontline states provided education to South Africans who became leaders against 

apartheid. 

 They gave asylum or refugee to the political leaders who had run away from South Africa 

e.g. Oliver Tambo. 

 They used sanctions to isolate South Africans e.g. they refused her to participate in their 

 games  

 The frontline states imposed trade sanctions against South Africa. 

 They refused to issue visas to apartheid related officials to South Africa. 

 They supported the use of guns in the struggle against apartheid. 

 They decampaigned unpopular laws like setting up l Bantustans. 

 They called and organized meetings or conferences to fight apartheid. 

 They asked the UNO to put an embargo on South Africa. 

 They refused to call Umkonto We Sizwe a terrorist organisation. 

 They encouraged or inspired the freedom fighters to be more determined. 

 They convinced the Arab league and the None Aligned Movement to join the struggle 

against apartheid. 

 They convinced the OAU to lead the struggle against apartheid. 

 They called for the release of all political prisoners 

 PROBLEMS FACED BY FRONTLINE STATES OAU AND THE UNO  

Member countries failed to meet their obligations. 



 

 Existence of ideological differences that divided them (communism vs capitalism). 

 Member states had internal problems to worry about. 

 South Africa was militarily stronger than any other African countries. 

 South Africa was very rich to manage its own affairs. 

 African countries conflicted with one another hence diverting resources and 

concentration.  Military coups in member states disorganized the fighters. 

 Not all members of OAU were committed to fight apartheid. 

 Some of the states were opportunists. 

 Britain and France supported Apartheid regimes 4 UN member states refused to impose 

sanctions against South .Africa. 

 OAU lacked a strong army of its own to enforce its resolutions. 

 Even the South Africans were divided, some supported the regime, and others opposed 

e.g. Nkatha freedom fighters. 

 Some of the opponents of the policy were killed e.g. Samora Machel. 

 Even the frontline states supported the regime. 

 Margret Thatcher the prime minister of Britain was another problem. 

 The rise of Ronald Reagan of U.S.A was another problem. 

 The banning of political party activities in South Africa. 

 Creation of Bantustans divided up the Africans 4 Existence of cold war politics. 

 Inadequate resources or funds to run the activities. 

 Difference in colonial backgrounds of the members of OAU ie some were Francophone 

as opposed by the Anglophone. 

ROLE OF THE UN IN THE FIGHT AGAINST APARTHEID 

4 The United Nations organization was formed on 24th October 1945 after World War II in 

the USA (San Francisco). 

4 Un as a peace keeping body played a vital role to fight against 

apartheid 4 

- It encouraged member states to give moral support to the ANC and 

PAC 4- UN member states gave money and arms to the freedom 

fighters against apartheid. 

4 UN placed an economic embargo against South Africa 4 UN banned South Africa from 

all UN agencies like FAO, WHO, UNESCO. 

4- UN banned its aircrafts from landing in South Africa. 

4*- UN refused member states to offer services to apartheid regime. 



 

■4 It condemned the violation of Human rights by whites in South Africa. 

4* UN allowed ANC members to go and address UN assembly and seek help from them. 

4- UN encouraged member states to welcome and look after political refugees from South 

Africa. 

4 UN encouraged member states to host or house and train ANC guerillas. 

4 UN condemned the excesses of apartheid regime like Sharpeville and Soweto killings. 

4 UN campaigned and encouraged free and fair elections in South Africa. 

4 It campaigned and allowed the blacks to take part in voting or to be voted. 

4 It campaigned for release of political prisoners eg Nelson Mandela. 

4 UN court of justice criticized the apartheid regime. 

4 UN recognized the spear of the nation as a nationalist movement and not a terrorist 

organization. 

4 It openly condemned the apartheid with its evils 4 UN recognized Nelson Mandela and 

his new government in 1994. 

O.A.U 

4 It was formed on 25th May 1963. 

4 Its headquarters are found in Addis Ababa in Ethiopia. 

4 Original members were 31 states that signed the charter. 

4 The brain behind its formation was Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana. 

4 He was supported by Julius Nyerere (Tanzania), Gen. Nasser (Egypt) and Milton Obote 

(Uganda) 

AIMS OF OAU 

4 To bring African people together united against colonialism. 

4 To strengthen the idea of Pan African Unity. 

4 To liberate Africans from colonial rule. 

4 To start common wealth of independent agricultural states. 

4 To promote solidarity and unity among Africans 4 To defend independence and 

territorial integrity of member states. 

4 To fight neo colonialism. 

4 To promote international co-operation with other bodies like UN. 

4 To promote equality of member states. 

4 To promote non interference policy in the affairs of another country. 

4 To encourage peaceful settlement of conflicts through negotiations, reconciliations and 



 

meditations. 

4 To promote science and technology among African states. 

4 To strengthen African economics and be self reliant. 

4 To condemn political assassinations 4 To fight illiteracy and ignorance. 

THE ROLE OF OAU IN THE FIGHT AGAINST 

APARTHEID  

4 It stopped western powers from selling guns or arms in South Africa 4 

OAU openly opposed and decompaigned apartheid 

4 It weakened the military strength of the racist regime by supporting the rebels. 

4 The racist regime was stopped from participating in competition. 

4 It presented petition to UN about the suffering of the Africans. 

4 It cut off relationships with South Africa till 1992. 

4 OAU member states became hostile to South Africa. 

4 It banned all fights to fly over in and out of South Africa. 

4 It called for trade boycotts (embargo). 

4 It called for UN to impose sanctions on South Africa. 

4 Its members states gave support to freedom fighters like training grounds (Tanzania, 

Uganda, Kenya, Zambia, Libya) 

4 OAU member states assisted South African refugees. 

4 Each member state had to contribute certain percentage of money to fight apartheid.  



 

4 Some countries like Tanzania, Zambia, contributed soldiers to fight apartheid. 

4 OAU worked with Frontline states and supplied 

logistics to the freedom fighters e.g. food, 

medicine, guns etc. 

4 It called for the release of all political prisoners 

THE 
4 It called for the end of the apartheid policy in 1990. 

NB: RESEARCH ON THE ROLES OF THE FOLLOWING PERSONALITIS IN 
STRUGGLE AGAINST APARTHEID IN SOUTH AFRICA: 

1. Nelson Madhiba Mandella 

2. Clement kadalie and the Industrial Workers Union(ICU) 

3. Robert Sobukwe 

4. Desmond Tutu 

5. Thabo Mbeki 

6. Walter Susulu 

7. Steve Biko 

GERMAN RULE IN NAMIBIA 

Why Germany colonized Namibia? 

4 Namibia was also referred to as South West Africa. 

4 The local communities or inhabitants of the area included the agricultural Ovambo (who 

were Bantu) who occupied the northern part next to Angola. 

4 The pastoral Herero who were Bantu-speakers occupied the central part of Namibia. 

4 The Nama who were of Khoikhoi origin and cattle keepers were nomads occupied the drier 

parts of Namibia. 

4 Other ethnic groups included the Son and Rehoboth (mixed blood). 

4 Christian missionary groups included the Rherish Missionary society (British). 

4 In 1884, Germany occupied Namibia due to a number of reasons. 

■ Due to the rise of nationalism in Europe i.e. colonies became a sign of greatness. The 

more colonies she had, the stronger she was considered to be. 

■ As a young nation that had wanted to demonstrate her military strength to the rest of 

the world. 

■ Need for raw materials e.g. cotton, rubber, minerals etc to feed their industries back 

home. 

■ Due to the discovery of minerals in South Africa, Germany hoped to get minerals in 

Namibia. 

■ Due to the strategic location of the area. The Germans hoped to start from their and 



 

expand eastwards towards central Africa. 

■ Germany government also wanted to settle its excess population 

■ Also due to the industrial revolution where by machines had replaced human labour 

hece need to find areas to employ her people. 

■ The Germans wanted to spread their culture which they claimed to be superior ie 

wanted to civilize the Africans
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■ Desire to promote their missionaries who were in the areas 

■ Also the missionaries of London Missionary Society requested fro protection in 1884. 

■ Wanted to spread Christianity. 

■ Due to the need for new markets for their manufactured goods caused by the industrial 

revolution. 

■ Due to the need to get areas to invest their surplus capital. 

■ Due to the presence of the British merchants who wanted protection from the traders of 

other countries. 

 Due to the fear of the British who were already in South Africa and wanted to take over 

the whole region. 

 Bismarck also wanted to regain political support by getting colonies for Germany. 

■ Also because no other colonial power had serious claim over the areas of Namibia. 

HOW GERMANS OCCUPIED NAMIBIA 

 Germans occupied Namibia as a result of the colonial competition of European powers in 

Africa. 

 In 1884, German became recognized as the colonial master of Namibia. 

 Germans used trickery against the Herero. 

 It was the Germans agent Hedrick who took over the country on behalf of Germany. 

 German first annexed the coastal strip before extending to the interior. 

 They were helped by the activities of the explorers like Leir Inderitz. 

 Germans occupation started around the area of Angola Paquena. 

 The Herero leader Khama Herero went and asked for protection from the Germans. 

 Later, the missionaries joined the Herero in requesting for protection. 

 Due to instabilities in the area. 

 Parliament therefore gave official permission to take over. 

 A German missionary was sent to organize the colony and protect Africans. 

 The traders also joined in persuading German government to take over the area. 

EFFECTS OF THE GERMANY RULE IN NAMIBIA 

 Germany rule was highly resisted by the Nama and the Herero. 

 Africans were not allowed to own land. 

 Africans therefore lost the fertile land. 
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 Africans lost their cattle to the Germans in form of taxation. 

 4 African chiefs lost their power and respect to the Germans  

 4 Some African chiefs were killed eg Hedrick Witboi, Jacob Marenga etc. 

 African economic activities were disrupted. 

 There was loss of lives due to the rebellions. 

 Africans became depopulated 

 4 Africans were forced into reserves where conditions were terrible. 

 Africans completely lost independence until 1990. 

 Africans were asked to pay taxes to the Germans. 

 Africans were enslaved on German farms i.e. required to provide forced labour. 

 The number of German settlers increased in Namibia. 

 It led to the growth of African nationalism. 

 Passbooks were introduced to control the movement of the Africans. 

 Africans became greatly poor. 

 Misery and suffering of Africans greatly increased. 

 Africans were given poorly paid jobs or employment. 

 Led to the establishment of better infrastructures i.e. schools, railways, roads etc. 

 THE NAMA HERERO REBELLION 

 The rebellion was organized by the Nama and the Herero people against German rule in 

Namibia 

 The Nama Herero rebellion brokeout in 1904 and ended in 1907 

 The Nama Herero rebellion was led by Jacob Morenga, Samuel Khamaherero (of the Herero) 

and Hendrick Witboi of the Nama 

 It occurred because of the desire by the Nama and Herero to throw out the Germans and 

regain their independence 

 Because of the loss of their fertile lands to German settlers who took the land forcefully. 

 The ever increasing number of German settlers threatened the Nama and Herero i.e by 1891, 

the German settlers were only 310 but by 1903, they were 3000. 

 Also because of the German government failure to compensate Africans who had lost their 

land. 

 The decision by the Germans to set up reserve camps for the Herero who had been displaced 
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from their land also encouraged the rebellion. 

 The loss of cattle through unfair ways such as raiding and counter raiding, stealing and debt 

payment to German traders. The loss of cattle greatly weakened the African pastoral 

economy. 

 Flogging, imprisonment and murder of the local people also made them rebel  

 The Germans generally applied harsh rules and usually administered corporal punishments 

 Outbreak of natural calamities and the vine pest disease of 1897 and sleeping sickness made 

the local people think that the whites were such misfortunes. 

 The Germans of adapted the policy of force labor on their farms which the Africans hated. 

 Besides that, the Africans who worked for the whites did so under harsh conditions with little 

payment which encouraged the Africans to rebel. 

 Undermining of the traditional African leaders and their authority i.e the Germans arrested 

whipped African chiefs in public and also imprisoned them. 

 Introduction of heavy taxes that was intended to raise money for administration which the 

African hated. 

 Even the methods of collecting such taxes were brutal involving confiscation of property, 

forcing and arresting those who fail to pay. 

 The German colonial government had the Africans to be disarmed yet the Germans were 

armed. This was generally resisted by natives. 

 The Nama and Herero hated the Germans due to constructing a railway line through their 

land, as a result, this meant loss of more land. 

 It was also due to the role played by their leaders i.e Jacob Morenga, Samuel Kamaherero 

and Hendrick Witbooi. 

 The Germans traded with the Herero and Nama but German traders were very corrupt i.e for 

one debt of one pound, the German traders always grabbed heads of cattle. 

 The prophetic influence of the man called Star Man who prophesized that if the Nama and 

Herero fail the whites (Germans), the white god would punish them. 

 

EFFECTS OF THE NAMA HERERO 

 There was loss of lives 

 There was displacement of people 
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 The Africans lost their independence 

 The Africans were defeated by the Germans 

 The Africans lost their land to the Germans 

 A number of African leaders were killed 

 The war led to depopulation due to the death of people 

 It led to loss of property especially cattle 

 It disrupted the African economic activities leading to poverty 

 The Africans got divided collaborators and resistors 

 There was outbreak of famine 

 The Africans declined militarily 

 The Africans lost their freedoms such as freedom of movements 

 Reserves were setup to resettle the displaced Africans 

 The Africans were enslaved in the reserves  

 The Africans became generally poor 

 The Africans also lost their dignity 

 

WHY NAMA HERERO REBELLION FAILED 

The Africans were defeated during the rebellion because of the following 

 The Africans lucked unity 

 The Germans learnt early about the rebellion hence planned to stop them 

 Luck of constant supply of guns and communications 

 Because of the superiority of the white man’s guns 

 The colonial powers i.e Germans mounted full scale counter offensive attacks 

 The Germans gave the Africans no opportunities to surrender 

 The colonial powers also acted ruthlessly  

 The execution of about 71000 Nama and Herero greatly undermined the rebellion 

 The extermination given by General Von Throtha i.e killing any Nama or Herero seen 

 The Africans were not well trained 

 The Africans used poor leadership 

 The arrests and killing of key leaders also undermined the rebellion 

 The Africans had poor economies to sustain a long war i.e could not fight for the three 
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years 

 The belief in magic/superstition also undermined the resistance 

 The outbreak of famine also undermined African resistance   

 Outbreak of diseases also undermined the resistance 

 

NB: The above factors can apply to all rebellions between Africans and whites and why the 

Africans were defeated 

SOUTH AFRICAN RULE IN NAMIBIA  

How South Africa acquired Namibia 

 German was the first European country to colonize Namibia  

  By 1910 she had extended her influence to the interior. 

 Following the First World War of 1914 - 1918, German was defeated by the allies. 

 The peace settlement of 1919 forced German to lose all her colonies including Namibia. 

 Hence Namibia was taken over by Britain as a mandate territory. 

 In 1920, Britain accepted the mandate status of Namibia on half of South Africa from League 

of Nations. 

 South Africa convinced the League of Nations that she was going to develop Namibia. 

 She also convinced the League of Nations that she was to respect the mandate status of 

Namibia. 

 But South Africa instead incorporated Namibia as the South African Republic. 

 She also started ruling Namibia as part of South Africa 

 After world war of 1939 - 1945, the UNO replaced the League of Nations (L.O.N.) 

 UN declared Namibia as a trusteeship territory of the UNO. 

 South Africa was to report the UN organs about Namibia  

 

 In 1960, UN withdrew South Africa’s fight to administer Namibia. 

 The Hague conference of 1971 ordered South Africa to pull out of Namibia. 

 However, South Africa refused to hand over Namibia 

HOW SOUTH AFRICA ADMINISTERED NAMIBIA 

 In 1915, South African troops captured Namibia from the Germans. 

 The 1919 Versailles treaty allowed South Africa to rule Namibia as a mandate territory on 
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behalf of the L.O.N. 

 South Africa was supposed to rule Namibia till the people were ready to gain independence. 

4 However, South Africa ignored the conditions set by the L.O.N and made plans to take 

over the country. 

 She passed laws to make Namibia part of South Africa  

 4 Namibia was rich in Zinc, silver, uranium, lead and diamonds. 

 Namibia would also act as an area for employing whites from South Africa. 

 It would also act as a place for settling whites from Africans. 

 In 1919, the South Africans ruthlessly crushed a revolt led by king Mundane. 

 In 1922, they ruthlessly crushed a revolt staged by bondel wart Khoikhoi using troops, 

bombers and machine guns. 

 In 1924, they stopped a rebellion of the Rehoboth by declaring martial law. 

 They arrested the local leaders and arrested them. 

 The South African government encouraged the white settlers to come to Namibia i.e. 

 Germans and Afrikaners or Boers from South Africa and Angola hence the local people lost 

their land. 

 Namibia was divided into white and now white areas. 

 The policy of Bantustans was extended to Namibia. 

 In 1922, the system of pass laws was extended to Namibia hence stopping Africans from 

moving outside their administrative areas. 

 In 1925, a constitution was issued which was established on all white parliaments. 

 A South African administrator general was appointed to head the government in Namibia. 

 The administrator general reported to the South African government. 

 In 1925, the Car fuel regulations were passed which stopped Africans to appear in public 

places between 9:00pm and 4:00am 

 In 1920, the masters’ and the servants’ law was passed where by Africans were supposed to 

provide labour to the whites. 

 Africans had a right to desert work, strike or form trade unions to fight for their rights. 

 In 1948, Namibia was finally incorporated into South Africa as its fifth province joining the 

cape, Natal, Transvaal, Orange Free State. 

 From 1949, the whites of Namibia were represented in the union government of South Africa 
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 By 1970, the whites population in Namibia had increased from 15,000 in 1914to over 100,00. 

EFFECTS OF SOUTH AFRICAN RULE IN NAMIBIA 

What were the effect of south African rule in Namibia 

 There was loss of independence by the people of Namibia of the people of Namibia lost their 

independence. 

 Natives lost their land which was taken by the whites 

 They also lost their cattle to the whites 

 There was loss of lives by the natives especially during the rebellion 

 There was large scale depopulation where many natives were killed. 

 There was displacement of natives from their land. 

 It led to the creation of Bantustans along ethnic lines and these were economically dependent 

on the whites 

 The natives became suppliers of cheap labour. 

 Whites dominated the social, political and economic life of Namibia. 

 There was growth of African Nationalism against South African imperialism. 

 It led to the formation of political parties i.e. Ovambo land people’s organization(OLPO) in 

1959, South West African National Union in 1959 and South West Africa people’s 

organization (SWAPO) in 1966. 

 It led to use guerilla movement to liberate Namibia i.e. be SWAPO in 1966. 

 The UN opposed South African’s occupation of Namibia 

 The OAU also opposed South African’s occupation of Namibia 

 The South Africans introduced racial segregation in Namibia. 

 In 1971, the international court of justice ruled that South Africa had no mandate to rule 

Namibia. 

 There was introduction of heavy taxes that left natives poor. 

 Africans were given low wages for their labour. 

 Africans were given poor education 

 Emergency laws were also passed which empowered the administrator general to arrest and 

imprison people without trial. 

 The South Africans developed the divide and rule policy in Namibia. 

 The South African government deployed many soldiers heavily in Namibia to stop any 
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resistance. 

 South Africa set up a multi racial council in 1973 to discuss the constitution for Namibia but 

was opposed by SWAPO. 

WHY SOUTH AFRICA OCCUPIED NAMIBIA OR RULED NAMIBIA FOR A LONG 

TIME 

 Namibia was rich in minerals i.e. diamond, uranium, gold and copper. 

 The south African companies that operated in Namibia’s minerals funded the apartheid 

regime 

 The north of Namibia had favorable agriculture potential i.e. fruits, wheat and live stock. 

 Namibia had rich fishing grounds and South Africa’s fishing companies were getting a lot of 

money. 

 South Africa wanted to protect her capital investment since there were many industries in 

companies owned by South Africa. 

 South Africa also looked at Namibia as a market for her goods since the rest of the world had 

imposed sanctions against South African goods. 

 Many South African Boers settled in Namibia and started apartheid there hence had to 

protect them. 

 South Africa feared that an independent Namibia would provide a base to South African 

blacks opposed to apartheid. 

 South Africa also wanted to use Namibia as a base to give assistance to Jonas Savimbi of 

UNITA who was fighting the communists in Angola. 

 She also wanted the communist Cubans in Angola from attacking South Africa from 

Namibia. 

 It also wanted to stop SWAPO from getting help. 

 SWAPO was also being helped by the communists i.e. Cuba, Russia and china hence could 

not be helped by the powerful capitalist i.e. Britain, USA, Germany and France 

 Britain, USA, Canada and France started helping South Africa against Namibia. 

 Due to the division among the nationalists movements in Namibia i.e. SWAPO against 

SWANU. 

 There were divisions among the African states that could have opposed south African 

occupation of Namibia i.e. Malawi and Zaire openly supported south Africa 
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 Due to the role of people like Margret Thatcher of Britain and Reagan Ronald of USA who 

supported South Africa. 

 Due to the military strength of South Africa compared to the nationalists and neighboring 

states. 

 The weakness of OAU to stand against South Africa. 

 Due to introduction of apartheid policy in Namibia i.e. Bantustans hence Africans were 

divided. 

 South Africa set up strong network in Namibia which weakened Africans. 

 There was also imprisonment, indiscriminate massacres and declaration of a state of 

emergency to deal with nationalists. 

 Rhodesia, Mozambique, South Africa formed an organization called Triamu Vurate to give 

each other more financial and military support. 

 Also due to the delayed independence of neighboring states which could have helped 

Namibia i.e. Angola, Zimbabwe and Mozambique. 

 South Africa declared Namibia as its fifth province. 

FACTORS THAT ENCOURAGED NATIONALISM IN NAMIBIA 

 The struggle for independence in Namibia increased after 1945. 

 Inspirations from earlier resistances especially the Nama and Herero rebellion. 

 Due to the emergency of nationalists movements i.e. SWANU in 1955, OPO in 1957, 

SWAPO in 1960 and people’s liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN) which called for unity 

and action against white domination. 

 Also due to the rise of women and youth wings also encouraged nationalism, PLAN 

encouraged army struggle. 

 The British Prime Minister Harold visited African countries and called for freedom and 

independence of African people which encouraged nationalism. 

 The independence of Angola in 1975 greatly encouraged nationalists in Namibia ie gave 

them a base in Angola. 

 Increased threat from the UN Security Council from 1962 which recognized the Namibian 

cause. 

 War waged by the armed wing of SWAPO within Namibia which was becoming too costly 

to South Africa. 
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 Activities of nationalist movement in South Africa itself which strained the whites and 

stopped them intervening in Namibia’s property. 

 Pressure from other African states especially the frontline states like Tanzania, Zambia and 

Zimbabwe. 

 Declaring of south West Africa as fifth province of South Africa encouraged the nationalists 

to oppose it. 

 Unfair apartheid policies like Bantustans (African reserves) inspired nationalists 

(discriminatory legislation) 

 In 1966, the UN called South Africa’s mandate over Namibia but she refused to withdraw 

from these hence encouraging nationalists to use force of arms or armed resistance. 

 International court of justice also condemned South Africa rule in Namibia which 

encouraged nationalists. 

 South Africa’s ruthless suppression of non violent protests. 

 Encouragement by OAU which encouraged Namibian nationalists gave training and arms to 
 < 

 plan this increasing resistance. 

 The Tanga congress of December 1969 also encouraged use of armed resistance. 

 Due to the encouragement for example provided by the Ethiopian resisting against the 

apartheid 

 Also the south Africa Prime Minister Vaster who promised and started working towards 

Namibia’s independence. 

 

 Also due to the rule of African leaders like Hosea Kutake of Herero, Sam Najuma, Jacob Muhange, 

Kaziki Mbuzumba et. 

 Setting up of an advisory council in 1972 encouraged African nationalists. 

 In 1977, the whites increased African representatives in politics which encouraged 

nationalists. 

 The occurance of strikes and other violent protests by the Ovambo, Herero etc from 1971 

encouraged nationalists. 

 Namibia became represented at the Un by Reverend Michael Seot and later Kevin which 

greatly encouraged nationalist. 
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 The 1990 free and fair elections in Namibia encouraged nationalists. 

HOW NAMIBIA ATTAINED HER INDEPENDENCE (STEPS) 

 There was growth of international opposition of South African rule within Namibia. 

 Formation of groups like SWANU, OPO, SWAPO etc which put pressure on South African 

regime. 

 Still in 1971, the international court of justice against South Africa’s continued opposition of 

Namibia. 

 South African Prime Minister Vaster promised and started working towards Namibia’s 

independence. 

 UNO Security Council threatened military intervention against South African cause of 

massacre of strikes. 

 In 1972, there were constitutional reforms that set up an advisory council. 

 In 1977, the whites increased the African representation in politics. 

 SWAPO formed an armed wing and the struggle or war became too hard and expensive for 

South Africa to stop. 

 In 1975, Angola became independent and gave SWAPO guerilla base for training. 

 Other African countries like Ethiopia and Liberia exerted pressure on South Africa. 

 The armed struggle in South Africa herself against apartheid made it hard to attend to issues 

in Namibia. 

 The Un sent a transition assistance group to Namibia to supervise elections 

 Elections were made for member of the constituent assembly who drew up a constitution for 

independence. 

 In 1990, free and fair elections were organized in Namibia. 

 SWAPO won the first elections and led Namibia to independence. 

 Sam Nujoma became the first elected president of independent Namibia. 

ACTIVITIES OF SWAPO 

 SWAPO was formed in 1960. 

 It was formed out of Ovambo land people’s organization which was sectarian and 

discriminative. 

 SWAPO fought for an independent and non racial Namibia 

 The party also fought for liberty, justice and human dignity. 
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 In 1960, the party began a long campaign of guerilla war against the occupying South 

African forces. 

 On 25th august 1966 SWAPO caused out a deadly attack against the whites. 

 From 1976, SWAPO started disruptive actions against the homelands of Ovambo and 

Kavambo. 

 After the independence of Angola, SWAPO opened up military bases in Angola. 

 SWAPO opposed the Tomhalle proposal which suggested that Namibia should not be fully 

independent. 

 SWAPO continued fighting after the Tomhalle proposal. 

 When the Tomhalle proposal suggested elections SWAPO persuaded African voters not to 

participate in the polls. 

 SWAPO attacked the strong hold of the South African forces in Namibia i.e. carried out 

sabotage. 

 SWAPO looked for help from fellow Nationalist Movements i.e. popular movement for the 

liberation of Angola (MPLA), FRELIMO. 

 SWAPO participated in 1960elections 

 SWAPO won independence of Namibia against South Africa in 1990. 

 Sam Nujoma was the leader of the SWAPO became the first president of independent 

Namibia. 

PROBLEMS FACED BY SWAPO NATIONALISTS 

 SWAPO lacked enough finances to carry out its functions. 

 They suffered from divisions eg SWAPO against SWANU, Ovambo against Herero. 

 The south African government had a very strong presence in Namibia 4 Many 

nationalists were arrested, imprisoned and killed by the whites e.g. chief Hosea Kutake, 

chief Manduma. 

 Namibia lack strong leaders i.e. Hosea Kutake and Nujoma came later. 

 They also lacked strong grass root leaders to mobilize the commoners. 

 SWAPO lacked strong military support. 

 Whites put money restrictions which made it hard for nationalists to operate. 

 Annexation of Namibia as South Africans 5th province. 

 Apartheid policy derailed and undermined nationalist movements. 
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 The whites were stubborn and refused to bow down to UN pressure. 

 The whites from South Africa always raided the SWAPO camps in Angola i.e. 1978 at 

kassinga. 

 The divide and rule policy of the South Africans divided the Namibians greatly. 

 Not all African governments supported SWAPO e.g. Malawi. 

 White Namibians fought alongside the South African forces against the SWAPO guerillas. 

 OAU was slow in addressing Namibian issues. 

 Some western countries i.e. USA and Canada supported South Africa against Namibia. 4 The 

UNO sanctions against South Africa were also weak 

ROLE OF SAM NUJOMA 

 He was an Ovambo by tribe. 

 He belonged to an elite nationalist and was instrumental in getting Namibia’s independence.  

 In 1959, he formed Ovambo land people’s organization (OPO) with Jacob Kahenge. 

 In 1960, he changed OPO into SWA people’s organization. 

 He worked well with Kevin who was Namibia’s representative to the UN to secure 

Namibia’s independence. 

 In 1960, SWAPO launched an armed struggle against South Africa. 

 He led SWAPO to boycott participation in politics because South Africa had continued 

grabbing land in Namibia. 

 He led strikes against job discrimination of Africans 

 He petitioned world bodies for the independence of Namibia. 

 Nujoma’s SWAPO worked closely with SWANU to co-ordinate efforts or resistance against 

the whites. 

 Nujoma mobilized the densely populated North against the apartheid white regime. 

 Nujoma campaigned for Namibian’s independence and setting up a non-racist state. 

 Nujoma encouraged justice, liberty and respect for human dignity. 

 He campaigned against violation of the terms of trusteeship by South Africa. 

 He led SWAPO to disrupt white activities in the home lands of Ovambo and Kavango. 

   After Angola’s independence in 1975, Nujoma set up guerilla bases for SWAPO in Angola. 

 From Angola, he led SWAPO guerillas to raid South Africa military installations in Namibia. 

 He opposed the Tomhalle proposal which opposed a fully independent Namibia. 
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 He mobilized African voices to boycott or refuse elections by Tomhalle. 

 He looked for help from other African nationalist movements i.e. FRELIMO, MPLA.  

  From exile, he put pressure on world leaders to expel South Africa from Namibia. 

 He played a major role in regaining the Namibian natives right to vote. 

 He led SWAPO to secure or get independence for Namibia. 

 He forgot the past and committed the new government to a process of national reconciliation. 

 He tried to reconcile with other groups i.e. the Democratic Tomhalle Alliance (DTA). 

 

 


